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I tried to call you before, but I lost my nerve.
I tried my imagination, but I was disturbed.
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I am having that dream again.
I sit in a crowded movie theater. On my right is an empty

seat. To my left, a woman sits beside me. I think that I followed
her into the theater because she looked familiar, like my old
girlfriend from high school, but now I can see that she's not
who I thought she was. She rests her head on my shoulder, and
I sweep away her purple hair from her forehead and give her a
kiss.

I watch a man on the movie screen riding in a car as it drives
onto a small airfield in the middle of the night. Actually, I don't
see the man himself; I see through his eyes. The man on the
the screen is me; the me in the audience fades away, and I fo-
cus my concentration solely on the me on screen.

On screen, I get out of the car and am greeted by a short,
balding man carrying a flashlight. He says something, but I
can't make out his words over the sound of the film projector
behind me. I follow the man with the flashlight into one of the
airplane hangers. It is dark all around.

There is a single plane in the hanger, a small private jet. The
forward hatch is open and a rolling staircase has been moved
into place. I follow the other man up the stairs and into the
plane. Inside, the beam lights up only small parts of the
cramped space randomly, the flashlight bouncing in the man's
hand as he walks down the aisle toward the back.
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He stops at the end of the cabin and points the light at one of
the seats. I move closer to see what he's showing me. It is a
woman. She is dirty and disheveled – clothes torn, greasy black
hair matted to her face with grime and sweat, large purple
bruises on the exposed flesh of her neck where she has been
strangled.

I kneel down and sweep away a few strands of hair to expose
her face. I touch my hand to her cold skin, which feels almost
unreal, like she's a wax dummy. Gently, tenderly, I run my fin-
gers down along her lifeless cheek. I know her, but the me sit-
ting in the theater can't quite place how or where from.

On screen, the man with the flashlight tells me, "Look in her
hand." He moves the beam down so I can see her clenched fist.
I force her grip open and see she's holding a necklace with a
large, brilliant ruby mounted on a pendant. I flip the pendant
around; there is a symbol etched on its back – a globe with a
crown floating over it. I take the necklace from the dead
woman's hand and stuff it in my pocket.

Back in the theater, I cough. The woman on my left shushes
me angrily. The me on the screen whips his head around and
looks over his shoulder, past the fourth wall and into the audi-
ence. I can see his face, and he isn't me. His deep blue eyes are
filled with piercing anger, glaring at me through the darkness,
projected larger than life.

The image on the screen flickers and dissolves briefly into
static before cutting to a grainy, wide-angle shot of a room, the
monochrome image washed in blue, giving the impression it is
a feed from some kind of surveillance camera. The room is
small and sparsely-furnished with only one occupant – a man
sitting on the edge of a bed, his back turned to the camera. In
the bottom right corner of the screen are digitized numbers
reading: 00033.

I turn to my left. The woman beside me casts a disapproving
look at me and says, "You shouldn't be here." Her face is
covered by a half-mask made of dark gunmetal. I reach out to
lift the mask, but when I see her face, I realize she's not who I
thought she was.

I turn to my right and see a man sitting in the previously-
empty seat, his face covered in a grotesque black mask pocked
by red boils oozing puss. A long crooked nose protrudes from
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his mask, and underneath his lips part to reveal a mouthful of
jagged yellow teeth jutting out from purple, bleeding gums.

The man in the mask starts laughing – a tinny and mechanic-
al laugh, like the sound of a clanky old film projector.
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The Woman in the Airplane
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I was on top of this woman, thrusting violently and grunting
like an animal. Max laid beside us, watching, barking at me to
do it harder and faster. I looked down at her face, saw her bit-
ing her lower lip in pain, and noticed the mask had slipped and
was covering her eyes.
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I grabbed the mask and pulled it out of the way, revealing
her face.

"Holy shit," Max said. "It's your sister."
"She's not my sister," I said.
"D, you're fucking your sister," Max insisted.
I looked down at the woman, and she did bear an unsettling

resemblance.
"It's not her," I repeated.
"D, it is me," the woman said, her Spanish accent thick and

sweet.
Max started laughing – a deep, resonant laughter that filled

the room.
"Shut up!" I screamed.
The woman said, "D, it's me, Jenny."
Everything flashed red with rage.
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I tried to call you before, but I lost my nerve.
I tried my imagination, but I was disturbed.
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Part 4
The Man in the Blue Car
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Part 5
The Concrete Underground
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�=6EI:G ��
"Cured" Isn't an Accurate Term

I sit in the dark theater, laughing as the old projector clanks
loudly behind me.

On screen, I am lying in bed at the Motley Fool. The sound of
someone knocking on our door wakes me up. I roll over and
see a naked woman laying next to me. She has purple hair and
a gunmetal half-mask. I stand up and slip on my boxers as I
slowly stagger towards the door.

As soon as I crack it open, Detective Axelrod and a team of
uniformed officers storm the room. Two of them slam me
against the wall and handcuff me. As they spin me around, I
see that they have rolled the woman over. She is dead – her
neck has been clearly broken. Her hair falls off her head, and I
realize it was just a wig.

She's not who I thought she was.
Then they remove the mask, and I see her face.
"Columbine," I whisper.
"Is this really happening," I groan in the theater, "or is it an-

other dream?
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D Our hero & Pierrot, a journalist
Natalie A true zany, our Columbina
James The pater familia & hapless Pantalone
Lily La Signora, the damsel in distress
Max James's protege, a wily Brighella
Anthony A dangerous Punch indeed
Violet Our Judy wears her scars with pride
Harlequin An invisible hand pulls invisible strings
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Sometimes when I tell the story of you,
I make you out to be the bad guy.
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