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PART L

Of the ProrrietTy of AcTion,
| Confifting of three Se&ions.
SECTION L

Of the SeEnse of PRoOPRIETY:

CHAP. L

- Of SYMPATHY.

OW felfith foever man may be fuppof-

1 ed, there are evidently fome principles

in his nature, which intereft him in the for=
tune of others, ahd render their happinefs
neceflary to him, though he derives nothing
from it except the pleafure of feeing it. O
this kind is pity or compaflion, the emotion
which we feel for the mifery of others,

B when



2 Of PROPRIETY. Part I.

when we either fee it, or are made to conceive
it in a very lively manner. That we often de-
tive forrow from the forrow of others is a
matter of fact too obvious to require any in-
ftances to prove it; for this fentiment, like
all the other original paffions of human na-
ture, is by no means confined to the virtuous
and humane, though they perhaps may feel it
with the moft exquifite fenfibility. The
greateft ruffian, the moft hardened violator
of the laws of {ociety, is not altogether
-without it.

As we have no immediate experience of
what other men feel, we can form no idez of
the manner in which they are affeGted, but by
conceiving what we ourfelves fhould feel in
the like fituation. Though our brother is
upon the rack, as long as we ourfelves-are at
“our eafe, our fenfes will never inform us of
what he fuffers. They never did and never
can carry us beyond our own perfons, andit is
by the imagination only that we can form any
conception of what are his fenfations.  Nei-
ther can that faculty help us to this any other
way, than by reprefenting to us what would
be our own, if we were in his cafe. Tt is the
impreflions of our own fenfes only, not thofe
of his, which our imaginations copy. By
the imagination we place ourfelves in his fi-
tuation, we conceive ourfelves enduring all
the {fame torments, we enter as it were into
his body and become in fome meafure him, and
thence form fome idea of his fenfations, and
even feel fomething which, though weaker

in
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in degree, is fiot altogether unlike them.
His agonies, when they are thus brought
home to ourfelves, when we have thus adopt=
ed and made them our own, begin at lzit to
affect us, and we then tremble and fhudder at
the thought of what he feels. For as to be in
pain or diftrefs of any kind excites the moft
exceflive forrow, {o to conceive or to imagine
that we are in it,excites fome degree of the
fame emotion, in proportion to the vivacity ot
dulnefs of the conception. ‘

That this is the fource of our fellow-feeling
for the mifery of others, that it is by chang-
ing places in fancy with the fufferer, that we
come either to conceive or to be affeGted by
what he feels, may be demonftrated by many
obvious obfervations, if it fhould not bé
thought fufficiently evident of itfelf. When
we fee a ftroke aimed and juft ready to fall up-
on the leg or arm of another perfon, we na-=
turally thrink and draw back our own leg of
our own arm; and when it does fzll, we feel
it in fome meafiure, and are hurt by it as well
as the fufferer. The mob, when they are
gazing at a dancer on the flack rope, natural-
ly writhe and twift and balance their own bo-
dies, as théy fee him do, and as they feel that
they themfelves muft do if in his fituation
Perfons of delicate fibres and a weak conftitu-
tion of body, complain that in looking on the
fores and ulcers which are expofed by beggars
in the ftreets, they are apt to feel an itching
or uneafy fenfation in the correfpondent part
of their own bodies. The horrot which they

B2 con=




4 Of ProPRIETY. Part I.

conceive at the mifery of thofe wretches af-
feGts that particular part in themfelves more
than any other ; becaufe that horror arifes from
conceiving what they themfelves would fuffer,
if they really were the wretches whom they
are looking upon, and if that particular part
in themfelves was actually affeGted in the fame
miferable manner. The very force of this
conception is fufficient, in their feeble frames,
to produce that itching or uneafy fenfation
complained 6f. Men of the moft robuft make,
obferve that in looking upon fore eyes they of-
ten feel a very fenfible forenefs in their own,
which proceeds from the fame reafon; that
organ being in the ftrongeft man more delicate
than any other part of the body is in the
weakeft. , ,

Neither is it thofe circumftances only,
which create pain or forrow, that call forth
our fellow-feeling. Whatever is the paffion
which arifes from any objec in the perfon
principally concerned, an analagous emotion
{prings up, at the thought of his fituation,
in the breaft of every attentive {fpeGtator. Our
joy for the deliverance of thofe heroes of tra-
gedy or romance who intereft us, is as fincere-
as our grief for their diftrefs, and our fellow-
feeling with their mifery is not more real than
that with their happinefs. ~We enter into
their gratitude towards thofe faithful friends
' ~who did not defert them in their difficulties ;
and we heartily go along with their refentment
againft thofe perfidious traitors who injured,
-abandoned, or deceived them. In every

paf-
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paflion of which the mind of man is fufcep-
tible, the emotions of the by-ftander always
correfpond to what, by bringing the cafe home
to himfelf, he imagines, thould be the fenti-
ments of the fufferer.

Pity and compaffion are words appropriated
to fignify our fellow-feeling with the forrow of
others. Sympathy, though its meaning was,
perhaps, originally the fame, may now, how-
ever, without much impropriety, be made ufe
of to denote our fellow-feeling with any
paffion whatever. ' ‘

Upon fome occafions fympathy may feem to
arife meerly from the view of a certain emo-
tion in another perfon. The paflfions, upon
fome occafions, may feem to be transfufed
from one man to another, inftantaneouily,
and antecedent to any knowledge of what ex-
cited them in the perfon principally concern-
ed. Grief and joy, for example, ftrongly ex-
prefled in the look and geftures of any one, at
once affect the fpectator with fome degree of .
a like painful or agreecable emotion. A
fmiling face is, to every body that fees it, a
chearful objeét ; as a forrowful counte-
nance, on the other hand, is a melancholy one.

This, however, does not hold univerfally
or with regard to every paffion. There are
fome paffions of which the expreffions excite
no fort of {ympathy, but before we are ac-
quainted with what gave occafion to them,
ferve rather to difguft and provoke us againit
them. The furious behaviour of an angry
man.is more likely to exafperate us againft

: B 3 him-
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himfelf than againft his enemies. As we are

unacquainted with his provocation, we can-.

not bring his cafe home to ourfelves, nor con-
~ceive any thing like the paffions which it ex-
cites. But we plainly fee what is the fituation
of thofe with whom heis angry, and to what
violence they may be expofed from fo enraged
an adverfary. We readily, therefore, fympa-
thize with their fear or refentment, and are
immediately difpofed to take party againft the
man from whom they appear to bein fo much
danger.
-1t the very appearances of grief and joy in-
{pire us with fome degree of the like emo-
tions, it is becaufe they fuggeft to us the ge-
neral idea of fome good or bad fortune that
has befallen the perfon in whom we obferve
them : and in thefe paffions this is fufficient to
have fome little influence upon us. The ef-
feGts of grief and joy terminate in the perfon
who feels thofe emotions, of which the ex-
‘preflions do not, like thofe of refentment, fug-
geft to us the idea of any other perfon for
whom we are concerned, and whofe interefts
are oppofite to his. The general idea of good
or bad fortune, therefore, creates fome con-
- cern for the perfon who has met with it, but
the general idea of provocation excites no
{ympathy with the anger of the man who has
received it. Nature, it {feems, teaches us to
be more averfe to enter into this paffion, and,
till informed of its caufe, to be difpofed rather
to take part againtt it, o

A

Even
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Even our fympathy with the grief or joy of
~ another, before we are informed of the caufe

of either, is always extremely imperfet.

General lamentations, which exprefs nothing

but the anguifh of the fufferer, create rather-
a curiofity to enquire into his fituation, along

with fome difpofition to fympathize with him,

than any actual {ympathy that is very fenfible.

The firft queftion which we atk is, What has

befallen you? ’Till this be anfwered, tho’,we

are uneafy both from the vague idea of his

misfortune, and ftill more from torturing

ourfelves with conjectures about what it may

be, yet our fellow-feeling is not very con-

fiderable.

Sympathy, therefore, does not arife fo
much from the view of the paffion, as from
that of the fituation which excites it. We
fometimes feel for another, a paffion of which
he himfelf feems to be altogether incapable ;
becaufe when we put ourfelves in his cafe, that
paffion arifes in our breaft from the imagina-
tion, though it does not in his from the reali-
ty. We blufh for the impudence and rude-
nefs of another, though he himfelf appears to
have no fenfe of the impropriety of his own
behaviour; becaufe we cannot help feeling
with what confufion we ourfelves fthould be
covered, had we behaved in fo abfurd a man-
ner. .

Of all the calamities to which the condition
of mortality expofes mankind, thelofs of rea-~
{on appears, to thofe who have the leaft fpark
of humanity, by far the moft dreadful, and

' B 4 they



8 Cf PRoPRIETY. Part I.

they behold that laft ftage of human wretch-
ednefs with deeper commiferation than any
other, But the poor wretch, who is in it,
laughs and fings perhaps, and is altogether in-
fenfible of his own mifery. T he anguifh
which humanity feels, therefore, at the fight
of fuch an obje&, cannot be the refleGtion of
any fentiment of the fufferer. The compaf-
fion of the fpectator muft arife altogether from
the confideration of what he himfelf would
feel if he was reduced to the fame unhappy fi-
tuation, and, what perhaps is 1mpo{ﬁble, was
at the fame time able to regard it with his pre-
fent reafon and judgment.

What are the pangs of a mother when fhe
hears the moanings of her infant that during
the agony of difeafe cannot exprefs what it
feels ? In her idea of what it fuffers, fhe
joins, to its real helplefine(s, her own confci-
oufnefs of that helplefinefs, and her own ter-
rors for the unknown confequences of its dif-
order; and out of all thefe forms, for her own
forrow, the moft complete image of mifery
and diftrefs. 'The infant, however, feelson-
ly the uncafinefs of the prefent inftant, which
can never be great. With regard to the future
it is perfeGly fecure, and in its thought-
leflnefs and want of forefight poflefles an
antidote againft fear and anxiety, the great
tormentors of the human breaft, from which
reafon and phllofopny will in vam attempt
to defend it when it grows up to a man,

\/V e ‘yn ipathize even with the dead, and

Over og\mor what is of real importance in
their.
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their fituation, that awful futurity which
awaits them, we are chiefly affeCted by thofe
circumftances which ftrike our fenfes, but can
have no influence upon their happinefs. It
is miferable, we think, to be deprived of the
light of the fun; to be fhut out from life
and converfation; to be laid in the cold
grave a prey to corruption and the reptiles of
the earth; to be no more thought of in this
world, but to be obliterated in a little time
from the affeGtions and almoft from the me-
mory of their deareft friends and relations.
Surely, we imagine, we can never feel too
much for thofe who have fuffered fo dread-
ful a calamity. The tribute of our fellow-
feeling feems doubly due to them now when
they are in danger of being forgot by every
body: and, by the vain honours which we
pay to their memory, we endeavour, for our
own mifery, artificially to keep alive our me-
lancholy remembrance of their misfortune.
That our fympathy can afford them no con-
folation feems to be an addition to their cala-
mity ; and to think that all we can do is
unavailing, and that, what alleviates all other
diftrefs, the regret, the love and the lamenta-
tions of their friends, can yield no comfort to
them, ferves only to exafperate our fenfe of
their mifery. ‘The happinefs of the dead,
however, moft afluredly, is affected by none
of thefe circumftances; nor is it the thought
of thefe things which can ever difturb the
profound fecurity of their repofe. The idea
of that dreary and endlefs melancholy, which
) i the
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‘the fancy naturally afcribes to their condition,
arifes altogcther from our joining to the
change which has been produced upon them,
our own confcioufnefs of that change, from
our putting ourfelves in their fituation, and
from our lodging, if I may be allowed to
fay fo, our own living fouls in their inani-
mated bodies, and thence conceiving what

“would be our emotions in this cafe. It is

from this very illufion of the imagination, that
the forefight of our own diffolution is fo ter-
rible to us, and that the idea of thofe circum-
ftances, which undoubtedly can give us no
pain when we are dead, makes us miferable
while we are alive. And from thence arifes
one of the moft important principles in hu-
man nature, the dread of death, the great
poifon to the happinefs, but the great reftraint
upon the injuftice of mankind, which, while
it afflits and mortifies the individual, guards
and protects the fociety.

CHAP I
Of the Pleafure of mutual Sympathy.

3 UT whatever may be the caufe of fym-
P pathy, or however it may be excited,
nothing pleafes us more than to obferve in
other men a fellow-feeling with all the emo-
ticns of our own breaft; nor are we ever {o
much fhocked as by the appearance of the
contrary,

el
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contrary. Thofe who are fond of deducing

- all our fentiments from certain refinements
of felf-love, think themfelves at no lofs to ac-
count, according” to their own principles,
both for this pleafure and this pain. Man,
fay they, confcious of his own weaknefs and
of the need which he has for the affiftance of
others, rejoices whenever he obferves that
they adopt his own paffions, becaufe he is
then affured of that affiftance; and grieves
whenever he obferves the contrary, becaufe
he is then aflured of their oppofition. But
both the pleafure and the pain are always felt
fo inftantaneoufly, and often upon fuch fri-
volous occafions, that it feems evident that
neither of them can be derived from any fuch
felf-interefted confideration. A man is mor-
tified when, after having endeavoured to di-
vert the company, he looks round and fees
that no-body laughs at his jefts but himfelf.
On the contrary, the mirth of the company
is highly agreeable to him, and he regards this
correfpondence of their fentiments with his
own as the greateft applaufe.

Neither does his pleafure feem to arife al-
together from.the additional vivacity which
his mirth may receive from fympathy with
theirs, nor his pain from the difappointment
he meets with when he miffes this pleafure;
though both the one and the other, no doubt,
do in fome meafure. When we have read a
book or poem fo often that we can no longer
find any amufement in reading it by ourfelves,
we can ftill take Pleafure in reading it to a

-~ companion,
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companion. To him it has all the graces of
novelty; we enter into the furprize and
admiration which it naturally excites in him,
but which it is no longer capable of exciting
in us; we confider all the ideas which it pre-
fents rather in the light in which they appear
to him, than in that in which they appear
to ourfelves, and we are amufed by fympa-
thy with his amufement which thus enlivens
our own. On the contrary, we fhould be

exed if he did not feem to be entertained
Xvith it, and we ‘could no longer take any

pleafure in reading it to him. It is the fame

cafe here. The mirth of the company, no
doubt, enlivens our own mirth, and their
filence, no doubt, difappoints us. But though
this may contribute both to the pleafure
which we derive from the one, and to the

- pain which we fecl from the other, it is by

no means the fole caufe of either; and this
correfpondence of the fentiments 'of others
with our own appears to be a caufe of plea-
fure, and the want of it a caufe of pain,
which cannot be accounted for in this man-
ner. The fympathy, which my friends ex-
refs with my joy, might, indeed, give me
pleafure by enlivening that joy; but that

~which they exprefs with my, grief could give

me none, if it ferved only to enliven that
gricf.  Sympathy, however, enlivens joy
and alleviates grief. It enlivens joy by pre-
fenting another fource of fatisfaction; and
it alleviates grief by infinuating into the
heart almoft the only agreeable fenfation

which
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which it is at that time capable of re-
ceiving.

It 1s to be obferved accordmgly, that we
are ftill more anxious to communicate to our
friends our difagreeable than our agreeable
paffions, that we derive ftill more fatisfaction
from their fympathy with the former than
from that with the latter, and that we are
ftill more fhocked by the want of it.

How are the unfortunate relieved when
they have found out a perfon to whom the
can communicate ‘the caufe of their forrow ?
Upon his fympathy they feem to difburthen
themfelves of a part of their diftrefs: he is
not improperly faid to thare it with them. He
not only feels a forrow of the fame kind with
that which they feel, but as if he had deri-
ved a part of it to himfelf, what he feels feems
to alleviate the weight of what they feel.
Yet by relating their misfortunes they in fome
meafure renew their grief. They awaken
in their memory the remembrance of thofe
circumftances which occafion their affiiGtion.
“Their tears accordingly flow fafter than before,
-and they are apt to abandon themfelves to all
the weaknefs of forrow. They take plea-
fure, however, in all this, and, it is evident,
are fenfibly relieved by it; becaufe the fweet-
nefs of his fympathy more than compenfates
the bitternefs of that forrow, which, in or-
der to excite this fympathy, they had thus
enlivened and renewed. The crueleft infult,
on the contrary, which can be offered to the
unfortunate, is to appear to make light of

their
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their calamities. To feem not to be affected
with the joy of our companions is but want
of politenefs ; but not to wear a ferious coun-
tenance when they tell us their afflitions, is
real and grofs inhumanity.

Love is an agreeable; refentment, a difagree~

able, paffion : and accordingly we are not half

fo anxious that our friends fhould adopt our
friendfhips, as that they fhould enter into our
refentments. We can forgive them though
they feem to be little affected with the favours
which we may have received, but lofe all
- patience if they fecm indifferent about the in-
juries which may have been done to us: nor
are we half {o angry with them for not enter-
ing into our gratitude, as for not fympa-
thifing with our refentment. They can eafily
avoid being friends to our friends, but can
hardly avoid being enemies to thofe with

whom we are at variance. We feldom re--

fent their being at enmity with the firft,
though upon that account we may fometimes
affe&t to make an aukward quarrel with them ;
but we quarrel with them in good earneft if
they live in friendthip with the laft. The
agreeable paffions of love and joy can fatisfy
and fupport the heart without any auxiliary
pleafure. The bitter and painful emotions of
rief and refentment more ftrongly require the

gealing confolation of fympathy.
As the perfon who is principally interefted
in any event is pleafed with our fympathy,
and hurt by the want of it, {o we, too, feem
"to be pleafed when we are able to fympathize
' with
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with him, and to be hurt when we are unable
to do fo. ‘We run not only to congratulate
the fuccefsful, but to condole with the afflic~
ted ; and the pleafure which we find in the
the converfation of one whom in all the paf-
fions of his heart we can entirely fympathize
with, feems to do more than compenfate the
painfulnefs of that forrow with which the
view of his fituation affets us.  On the con-
trary, it is always difagreeable to feel that
we cannot {ympathize with him, and inftead
of being pleafed with this exemption from
fympathetic pain, it hurts us to find that we
cannot fhare his uneafinefs. If we hear a
perfon loudly lamenting his misfortunes,
which, however, upon bringing the cafe
home to ourfelves, we feel, can produce no
fuch violent effet upon us, we are fthocked
at his grief; and, becaufe we cannot enter
into it, call it pufillanimity and weaknefs.
It gives us the {pleen, on the other hand, to
fee another too happy or too much elevated,
as we call it, with any little piece of good for-
tune. We are difobliged even with his joy,
and, becaufe we cannot go along with it, call
it levity and folly. We are even put out of
humour if our companion laughs louder or
longer at a joke than we think it deferves ;
that is, than we feel that we ourfelves could
laugh at it. o

CHAP;
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CHAP. IL

Of the manner in which we judge of the pros
priety or impropriety of the affeciions of other
men, by their concord or diffonance with our
own. ,

HEN the original paffions of the

perfon principally concerned are in
perfe& concord with the fympathetic emo-
tions of the fpeGtator, they neceffarily appear
to this laft juft and proper, and fuitable to
their obje@s; and, on the contrary, when,
upon bringing the cafe home to himfelf, he
finds that they do not coincide with what he
feels, they neceffarily appear to him unjuft
and improper, and unfuitable to the caufes
which excite them. To approve of the paf-
fions of another, therefore, as fuitable to
their objeds, is the fame thing, as to obferve
that we entirely fympathize with them ; and
not to approve of them as fuch, is the fame
thing as to obferve that we do not entirely
fympathize with them. The man who re-
fents the injuries that have been done to me,
and obferves that I refent them precifely as he
does, neceffarily approves of thy refentment.
The man whofe fympathy keeps time to
grief, cannot but admit the reafonablenefs of
my forrow. He who admires the fame poem,
or the fame picture, and admires them exact-
ly as I do, muft furely allow the juftnefs of

7 my
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my admiration. He who laughs at the fame
joke, and laughs along with me, cannot well
deny the propriety of my laughter. On the
contrary, the perfon who upon thefe different
occafions, either feels no fuch emotion as that
which I feel, or feels none that bears any pro-
portion to mine, cannot avoid difapproving
my fentiments on account of their difionance
with his own. If my animofity goes beyond
what the indignation of my friend can cor-
refpond to; if my grief exceeds what his
moft tender compaffion can go along with ;

if my admiration is either too high cr too
low to tally with his own; if I laugh loud
and heartily when he only fmiles, or, on the
contrary, only fmile when he laughs loud and
heartily; in all thefe cafes, as foon as he
comes from confidering the obje&, to obferve
how I am affe€ted by it, according as there

is more or lefs difproportion between his fen-
timents and mine, I muﬁbincur a greater or@
lefs degree of his -m probation} and upcn 0
all occ%ﬁons his own fentiments are pthe: gzg
ftandards and meafures by which he judges

of mine.

To approve of another man’s opinions is
to adopt thofe opinions, and to adopt them is
to approve of them. If the fame arguments
which convince you convince me likewife, I
neceflarily approve of your conviction ; and if
they do not, I neceflarily difapprove of it:
neither can I poffibly conceive that I thould
do the one without the other. To approve
or difapprove, therefore, of the opinions of

C others




18 Of PROPRIETY. Part I.
others is acknowledged by every body, to
mean no more than to obferve their agreemen‘t
or difagreement with, our own. But this is
cqually the cafe with regard to our approba-
tion or difapprobation of the fentiments or
paflions of others.

There are, indeed, fome cafes in which wé
feem to approve without any fympathy or cof-
tefpondence of fentiments, and in which,
confequently, the fentiment of approbatum

" would feem to be different from the percep-
tion of this coincidence. A little attention,
however, will convince us that even in thefe
cafes our approbation is ultimately founded
upon a fympathy or correfpondence of this

kind. T fhall give an inftance in things of 4
very frivolous naturé, becaufe in them the
judgments of mankind are lefs apt to be per-
verted by wrong fyftems. 'We may often ap-
proveof a Jeﬁ and think the langhter of the
company quite juft and proper, thouOh we
ourfelves do not laugh, becaufe,, perhaps, we
are in a grave humour, orhappen to have our
attentxon engaged with other obre&s We
have learned, however, from experience, what
fort of pleafantry is upon moft occafions capa-
ble of making us laugh, and we obferve that
this is one of that kind. We approve, there-
fore, of the laughter of the company, and.
feel that it is natural and fuitable to its ob-
ject; becaufe, though in our p*efent mood
we cannot eafily enter into it, we are fenfible
that upon moﬁ occafions we fhould very hear-.

tily join in it.
Thc
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‘The fame thing often happens with regard
to all the other paffions. A ftranger paffes by
us in the ftreet with all the marks of the
deepeft afflition; and we are immediately
told that he has juft received the news:of the
death of his father. Itis impoffible that, in
this cafe, we fhould not approve of his grief.
Yet it may ofteri happen, without any defect
of humanity on our part, that, fo far from
entering into the violence of his forrow, we
fhould fcarce conceive the firft movements of
‘concern upon his account. Both he and his
father, perhaps, are intirely unknown to us,
or we happen to be employed about other
things, and do not take time to pi¢ture out in
our imagination the different circumftances of
diftrefs which muft occur to him. We have
learned, however, from experience, that fuch
a misfortune naturally excites fuch a degree of
forrow, and we know that if we took time to
confider his fituation, fully and in all its
parts, we fhould, without doubt, moft fin-
cerely fympathize with him. It is upon the
confcioufnefs of this conditional fympathy,
that our approbation of his forrow is founded,
even in thofe cafes in which that fympathy
does not actually take place; and the general
rules derived from our preceding experience
of what our fentiments would commonly cor-
refpond with, corre& upon this, as upon ma-
ny other occafions, the impropriety of our:

prefent emotions.
The fentiment or affeGtion of the heart
from which any aétion proceeds, and upon
’ C2 - which
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which its whole virtue or vice muift ultimate-
ly depend, may be confidered under two dif-
ferent afpects, or in two different relations ;
firlt, in relation to the caufe which excites it,
or the motive which gives occafion to it ; and
fecondly, in relation to the end which it pro-
pofes, or the effet which it tends to pro-
duce. - ,

In the fuitablenefs or unfuitablenefs, in the
proportion or difproportion which the affec-
tion feems to bear to the caufe or object which
iexcites it, confifts-the propriety or improprie-
ty, thedecency or ungracefulnefs of the con-
fequent action.

In the beneficial or hurtful nature of the ef-
fe&s which the affe@ion aims at, or tends to
produce, confifts the merit or demerit of
the action, the qualities by which it is en-
titled to reward, or is deferving of punifh-
ment. '

Philofophers have, of late years, confidered
chiefly the tendency of affections, and have
given little attention to the relation which they
ftand in to the caufe which excites them. In
common life, however, when we judge of
any perfon’s condud, and of the fentiments
which directed it, we conftantly confider them
under both thefe afpects. When we blame
in another man the excefles of love, of grief,
of refentment, we not only confider the ruin-
ous effects which they tend to produce, but
the little occafion which was given for them.
The merit of his favourite, we fay, is ndt {o
great, his misfortune is not fo dreadful, his

pro-
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provocation is not {o extraordinary, as to juftify
fo violent a paflion. We fhould have indulged,
we fay ; perhaps, have approved of the vio-
lence of his emotion, had the caufe been in
any refpect proportioned to it.

When we judge in this manner of any af-
fection, as proportioned or difproportioned to
the caufe which)’ excites it, it is {carce poffible
- that we fhould make ufe of any other rule or
canon but the correfpondent affection in our-
felves. If, upon bringing the cafe home to
our own breaft, we find that the fentiments
which it gives occafion to, coincide and tally
with our own, we neceflarily approve of them
as proportioned and fuitable to their objeéts:
if otherwife, we neceffarily difapprove of them,
as extravagant and out of proportion.

Every faculty in one man is the meafure
by which he judges of the like faculty in ano-
‘ther. I judge of your fight by my fight, of
‘your ear by my ear, of your reafon by my
reafon, of your refentment by my refentment,
of your love by my love. I neither have,
nor can have, any other way of judging about

“them.

CHAP 1IV.
The fame fubject continued.

E may judge of the propriety or im-
propriety of the fentiments of ano-

gher perfon by their correfpondence or difa-
- C3 greement




22 . Of ProPRrRIETY. Partl
greement with our own, upon two different
occafions ; either, firft, when the obje@s which
excite them are confidered without any pe-
culiar relation, either to ourfelves or to the
perfon whofe fentiments we judge of; or,
fecondly, when they are confidered as pecu~
liarly affecting one or other of us.

1. With regard to thofe obje&s which are
confidered without any peculiar relation either
to ourfelves or to the perfon whofe fentiments
we judge of ; wherever his fentiments intirely
correfpond with our own, we afcribe to him
the qualities of tafte and good judgment.
The beauty of a plain, the greatnef$ of a
mountain, the ornaments of a building, the
expreflion .of a picture, the compofition of a
difcourfe, the conduc of a third perfon, the
_proportions of different quantities and num-
bers, the various appearances which the great
machine of the univerfe is perpetually exhi-
biting, with the fecret wheels and fprings
which produce them ; all the general fubjects
-of fcience and tafte, are what we and our
companions regard, as having no peculiar re-
lation to either of us. We both look at them
from the fame point of view, and we have
no occafion for fympathy, or for that imagi-
nary change of fituations from which it arifes,
in order to produce, with regard to thefe the
moft perfet harmony of fentiments and af-

-feGtions.  If, notwithftanding, we are often
_differently affe@ed, it arifes either from the
. different degrecs of attentlon, which our dif-
ferent habits of life allow us to give eafily to

e
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the ﬁzveral parts of thofe complex objedts, or
" from the different degrees of natural acute-
nefs iy the faculty of thc mind to which' they
.are addrefled.
‘When' the fentiments of our companion
coincide with our own in things of this kind,
- which are obvious and eafy, and in which,
Pelhaps, we never. found a ﬁngle perfon who
dsﬁered from us, tﬁough we, nodoubt, muft
. appgove of them, yet he feems to deferve no
- prajfe or adimiration on acccunt of them.
“But when they not only coincide with our
owi,. but lead and dlre& our own ; when in
_ forming them he appears to:have attended
to. many things “which we had overlooked,
and to have adjufted them to all the various
arcumﬁances of thelr obje&s ; we not only
. approve ‘of them, but wonder and are fur-
. prifed at their. uncommon and unexpected
_acutenefs  and , comprehenfivenefs, and he
. appears to deferve a very high degree of ad-
mlrptlon and applaufe. ~ For approbatlon
. heightned by wonder and furprife, conftitutes
the fentiment which is properly called ad-
miration, and of which a gaufc is the na-
‘tural expreflion. The decifion of the man
who judges that, exquifite beauty is preferable
to. the _groffeft dcformlty, or that twice two
are equal to four, muft certainly be approved
of by all the world, but will not, furely, be
much admired. Ttis the acute and delicate
Jdifcernment of the man of tafte, who dif-
tinguithes the minute, and fcarce perceptible,
differences of beauty and deformity ; it is the
C 4 comprehenfive
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comprehenfive accuracy of the experienced

" mathematician, who unravels, with eafe, the

moft intricate and perplexed proportiens ; it
is the great leader in fcience and tafte, the

‘man who direéts and conduéts our own fen=

timents, the extent and fuperior juftnefs of
whofe talents aftonith  us with wonder and
furprifc, who excites our admiration and
feems to deferve our applaufe : and upon this-
foundation is grounded the greater part of the
praife which is beftowed upon what are called,

- the intclle&ual virtues.

The utility of thofe qualities, it may bc
thought, is what firft recommends them ta

~us ; and, nodoubt, the conﬁderatlon of this,

‘when we come to attend to it, gives them a
new value. Ongmally, however, we ap-

. prove of another man’s judgment, not ‘as

fomething ufeful, but as right,. as accurate,
as agreeable to, truth and reality : and it is
evident we attribute thofe qualities to it for
no other reafon but becaufe we find that it
‘agrees with our own. Tafte, in the fame
manner, is originally ap{aroved of, not as ufe-

icate apd as precifely
fuited to its obje¢t. The idea of the utility of
all qualities of this kind, is plainly an after-
thought, and not what firft recommends them
to our approbation.

2. With regard to thofe obJe&s, whxch
affect in a particular manner either ourfelves
ar the perfon whofe fentiments we judge of,
it is at once more difficult to preferve this har-
mcny and corrcfpondence, and at the fame
v time,
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time, vaftly more important. My. compa-
"pion does ‘not. naturally look upon the mif-
fortune-.that has befallen me, or the injury
that has been done me; from the fame point
of view in which I confider them. They af-
- fe@ me much more nearly,. We do not
view them from the fame ftation, as we do
-a picture, or a poem, or 4 fyftem of philo-
- fopby, and are, therefore; apt to be very dif-
ferently affeCted by them. But I can much

more eafily overlook the want of this corre-

fpondence of fentiments with regard to fuch

indifferent objets as concern neither me nor
my :companion, than with regard to what
interefts me fo much as the misfortune that
- has befallen me, or the injury that has been
- done me. ‘Though you defpife that piGure,
or that poem, or even that {yftem of phi-
- lofophy, which I admire, there is little dan-
ger of our quarrelling upon that account.
- Neither of us can reafonably be much inte-
~ refted about, them. They ought all of them
to be matters of great indifference to us both ;
{o that, though our opinions may be oppofite,
- our affeftions may i{)ill, be very nearly the
~ fame. But it is quite otherwife with regard
to thofe objecs by which either you or I are
particularly affeted.. Though your judg-
ments in matters of fpeculation, though your
fentiments in matters of tafte, are quite op-
pofite to mine, I can eafily overlook this op-
pofition ; and if I have any degree of temper,
I may ftill find fome entertainment in your
converfation, even upon thofe very fubjeéts.
: o o But



26 Of ProPRrRIETY. -Partd.

“But if you have either no fellow-feeling for
“the misfortunes I have met with, or none
that ‘béars any proportion to the grief which
diftraéts me; or if you -have either no indig-
nation at the injuries I have fuffered, or nope
that bears any proportion to the refentment
“which tranfports me, we can no-longer con-
verfe upon thefe fubjets. ‘We become in-
“tolerable to one another. I can neither fup-
"“port your company, nor you mine. Yon are
 confounded af my violence and.paffion, .and
- am-enraged at’ “your cold 1nfenﬁb1hty and‘

- warit of feeling.”
~In-Al} fuch: cafes,” that thcrc may be Ibme
* correfpondence -of 'fentiments. between the
" {pe@ator and. ‘the ‘perfon principally concern-
<“ed,” the'- fpeQator 'muft, firft of .all, endea-
"~ ‘vour;’ a§-mueh- as he can, to put hunfclf in
-the fituation 6f the other, and to- bring home
- to himfelf every little circumftance of .diftrefs
wlht'h ‘can ESoﬁ‘ibly occur to the fufferer. .He -
- maft adopt the whole cafe of his.companion
_‘withall its minuteft incidents ; and ftrive;to
r~render, as perfect as poffible, that imaginary
change of fituation upon which- his fympa.thy

- 1s founded.

-After all-this, ! howcvcr, thﬂ emotxonsJ sof
~* the fpe@ator will ftill be very apt to fall thort
" of the violence of what is felt by .the fnf-
“*ferer. * Mankind, - though naturally fympa-
: 1het1c, never copceive, for what has befallen
« -another, that - dcgree of paffion which natu-
rally animates the perfP on principally . cbn-
- ~¢cerned.. -That imaginary change of fituation,
~upon which their f)mpathy is founded, is
but
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~ but momentary. The thought of their own
fafety, the thought ‘that they themfelves are
not really the fufferers, continually intrudes
itfelf upon them ; and though it does not
hinder them from conceiving a paffion fome=-
what analogus to what is felt by the fufferer,
hinders them from-conceiving any thing that
approaches to the fame degree of violence.
The perfon principally concerned -is fenfible

of this, and, at the fame time, paflfionatels

/defires a more compleat fympathy. "He longs
for that relief which nothing can afford him

‘but the entire concord of the affections of the
fpeCtators with his own. To fee the emotions

of their hearts, in every refpe&, beat time

to his own, in the violent and difagrecable

“paffions, ~conftitutes his -fole confolation.
But he can only hope to obtain this by lower-

‘ing his paflion to that pitch, in which the
fpetators are capable of going- along with
"him. He mutt flatten, if I may be allowed
to fay fo, the tharpnefs of its natural tone, in

‘order to reduce ‘it to harmony and concord
with the emotions of thofe who are about

“him. What they feel, will, indeed, always
“be, in fome refpeds, different from what he
feels, and compaffion can never be exally

“the fame with -original forrow ; becaufe the
fecret ‘confcioufnefs that the change of fitua-
“tions, from which the fympathetic fentiment
“arifes, is but imaginary, not only lowers it
“in degree, but, in fome meafure, varies it in
" kind, and gives it a quite different modifi-
cation. Thefe ‘two {entiments, however,

may,
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may, It is evident, have fuch a correfpon-
dence with one another, as is fufficient for
. the harmony of fociety. Though they will
never be unifons, they may be concords, and
this is all that is wanted cr required.

In order to produce this concord, as nature
teaches the fpetators to affume the circum-
ftances' of the perfon principally concerned,
fo the teaches this laft in fome meafure to af-
fume thofe of the fpectators. As they are
«continually placing themfelves in his fitua-
tion, and thence conce1v1ng emotions fimilar
to what he feels ; fo he is as conflantly plac-
‘ing: himfelf in theirs, and thence conce1v1ng
_fome degree of that coolnefs about his own
fortune, with which he is fenfible that the
.will view it. As they are conftantly conﬁy
_dering what they themfelves would feel, if
.they aé'tually were the. {uﬁ‘"erers, fo he is as
_conftantly led to imagine' in what manner he
.would be affe&ted if he was only one of the
fpeQtators of his own fituation. As their
_fympathy makes them look at it, in fome
meafure, with his eyes, fo his {ympathy
“makes him look atit, in fome meafure, with
theirs, efpecially when in their prefence and
-a¢ing under their obfervation : and as the
reflected paffion, which he thus conceives, is
“much weaker than the original one, it ne-
~ ceffarily abates the violence of what he felt be-
fore hecameintotheir prefence, before hebegan
to recollect in what manner they would be af-
. fe@ed by it, and to view. his fituation in this

candid and impartial light.
o ' ‘ The
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The mind, therefore, is rarely fo difturb-
ed, but that the company of a friend will
reflore it to fome degree of tranquillity and
fedatenefs. The breaft is, in fome meafure,
calmed and compofed the moment we come
into his prefence. We are immediately put
in mind of the light in which he will view
our fituation, and we begin to view it our-
felves in the fame light; for the effe® of
fympathy is inftantancous. We expe& lefs-
fympathy from a common acquaintance than
from a friend : we cannot open to the former
all thofe little circumftances which we can
unfold to the latter : we affume, therefore,
more tranquillity before him, and endeavour
to fix our thoughts upon thofe general out-
lines of our fituation which he is willing to
confider. We expect ftill lefs fympathy from
an affembly of ftrangers, and we affume,
therefore, ftill more tranquillity before them,
andalways endeavour to bring down our paflion
to that pitch, which the particular companywe
are in may be expected to go along with.
Nor is this only an affumed appearance: for
if we are at all mafters of ourfelves, the pre-
fence of a mere acquaintance will really com-
pofe us, ftill more than that of a friend ; and
that of an affembly of ftrangers ftill more than
that of an acquaintance. | '

Society and converfation, therefore, are the
moft powerful remedies for reftoring the mind
to its tranquillity, if, at any time, it has
unfortunately loft it; as well as the beft
prefervatives of that equal and happy temper,
which is fo neceﬂ'?ry to felf-fatisfaction and

enjoyment. -
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enjoyment. Men of retirement and {pecula-
tion, who are apt to fit brooding at home
over cither grief or refentment, though they
may often have more humanity, more gene-
rofity, and a nicer fenfe of honour, yet fel-
dom poflefs that equality of temper which
is fo common among men of the world.

CHAP. V.
Of the amiable and refpectable virtues.

P O N thefe two different efforts, upon
that of the fpectator to enter into the.
fentiments of the perfon principally concerned,
-and upon that of the perfon principally con-
cerned, to bring down his emotions to what
the {petator can go along with, are founded
two different fets of virtues. ‘The foft, the
gentle, the ~amiable virtues, the virtues of
candid condefcenfion and indulgent humanity,
are founded upon the one: the great, the
awful and refpetable, the virtues of ™ felf-
. denial, of felf-government, of that command
of the paffions which fubjects all the move-
ments of our naturc to what our own dignity
and honour, and the propriety of our own
condu& require, take their origin from the
other. '
- How amiable does he appear to be, whofe
- fympathetic heart feems to re-echo all the
{entiments of thofe with whom he converfes,
who grieves for their calamities, who refents
' ‘ their
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their injuries; and who rejoices dt their good
fortune ! When we bring home to ourfelves
the fituatiom of his companions,” we emter
into their grititude, and feel what cenfolation -
they muft derive from the tender {ympdthy
of fo affeCtionate a friend. And for a con-
trary reafon, how difagreeable does he appear
to be, whofe hard and obdurate heart feels
- for himfelf only, but is altogether infenfible
to the happinefs or mifery of others! We
enter, in this cafe too, into the pain which
his prefence muft give to every mortal with
whom he converfes, to thofe efpecially with
~whom we are moft apt to fympathize, the
unfortunate and the injured.

On the other hand, what noble propriety
and grace do we feel in the conduc of thofe
who, in their own cafe, exert that recollec-
tion and felf~command which conftitute the
dignity ofevery paffion,and which bring it down
to what others can enter into. We are dif~
gufted with that clamorous grief, which,
without any delicacy, calls upon our compaf~
fion with fighs and tears and importunate la~
mentations. But we reverence that referved,
that filent and majeftic forrow, which difco~ -
vers itfelf only in the fwelling of the eyes, in
the quivering of the lips and cheeks, and
in the diftant, but affecting, coldnefs of the
whole behaviour. It impofes the like filence
upon us. We regard it with refpecful at-
tention, and watch with anxious concern
over our whole behaviour, left by any impro-
-priety we fhould difturb that concerted tran-

3 quillity,
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quillity, which it requires fo great an effort
to fupport. I

The infolence and brutality of anger, in
the fame manner, when we indulge its fury
without check or reftraint, is, of all objets,
the moft deteftable. But we admire that
noble and generous refentment which governs
its purfuit of the greateft injuries, not by the
rage which they are apt to excite in the breaft
of the fufferer, but by the indignation which
they naturally call forth in that of the impar-

- tial fpetator; which allows no word, no
gefture, to efcape it beyond what this more
equitable fentiment would di¢tate ; which
never, even in thought, attempts any greater
vengeance, nor defires to infi& any greater
punifhment, than what every indifferent per-~
fon would rejoice to fee executed.

And hence it is, that to feel much for others
and little for ourfelves, that to reftrain our
felfith, and to indulge our benevolent af-
feGions, contftitutes the perfetion of human
nature ; and can alone produce among man-
kind that harmony of fentiments and paffions
in which confifts their whole grace and pro-
priety.  As to love our neighbour as we love
ourfelves is the great law of chriftianity, fo it
is the great precept of nature to love ourfelves
only as we love our neighbour, or what comes
to the fame thing, as our neighbour is ca-
pable of loving us.

As tafte and good judgment, when th
are confidered as qualities which deferve pra.i?c'
and admiration, are fuppofed to imply a de-

licacy
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licacy of fentiment and an acutene(s of unter-
ftanding not commonly to be met with; fo
the virtues of fenfibility and- felf-comnrand
are not apprehended to .confift in the ordinary, -
but in the¢ uncommon degrees of thofe qua- -
lities. The amiable virtue of humanity re~
quires, furely, a fenfibility, much beyond
what is poffefled by the rude vulgar of man~
kind. The great and exalted virtue of mag-
nanimity undoubtedly demands much more
than that degree of felf-command, which the
‘weakeft of mortals is capable of exerting. -As
in the common degree. of the intelletual
qualities, there is no abilities ; fo in the com~
mon degree of the moral, there is no virtue.
Virtue is excellence, fomething uncommonly
great and beautiful, which rifes far above
what is vulgar and ordinary. The amiable
virtues confift in that degree of fenfibility
which furprifes by its exquifite and unex-
peGted delicacy and tendernefs. ‘The awful
and refpetable, in that degree of felf-com-
mand which aftonithes by its amazing fupe-
riority over the moft ungovernable paffions
of human nature. : : '

" There is, in this refpec, a confiderable dif-
ference between virtue and mere propriety ;
between thofe qualities and actions which de-
ferve to be admired and celebrated, and thofe
which fimply deferve to be approved of. Up-
on many occafions, to act with the moft per-
fe&t propriety, requires no more than that
common and ordinary degree of fenfibility or’
felf~<command which the moft worthlefs of

' D : mankind
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‘mankind are pofieft of, and fometimes even

that degree is not neceflary.  Thus, to give a
very low inftance, to eat when we are hungry,

s certainly, upon ordinary occafions, perfect-

ly right .and proger,' and cannot mifs being
approved of as fuch by every body. Nothing,

-however, could be more abfurd than to fay it
-was virtuous. . '

On the contrary, there may frequently be a
confiderable degree of virtue in thofe actions,
which fall fhort of the moft perfect propriety ;
becaufe they may ftill approach nearer to per-

fection than could well be expected upon oc-
-cafions in which it was {o extremely difficult
to attain it : .and this is very often the cafe up-

on thofe occafions which require the greateft
exertions of felf~-command. There are fome
fituations which bear fo hard upon human
nature, that the greateft degree of felf-go-
vernment, which can belong to fo imperfe&
a creature as man, is not able to ftifle, - alto-

-gether, the voice of human weaknefs, or re-
-duce the violence of the paffions to that pitch -

of moderation, in which the impartial {pec-
tator can entirely enter into them. Though

-in thofe cafes, therefore, the behaviour of

the fufferer fall fhort of the moft perfeét pro-
priety, it may ftill deferve fome applaunfe, and
even, in a certain fenfe, may be denominated
virtuous. It may ftill manifeft an effort of

~generofity and magnanimity of which the

greater part of menrare incapable ; and though
it fails of abfolute perfection, it may be a
much nearer approximat_ion. towards perfec-

tion,
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tion; than what, upon fuch trying occafions,.
is commonly ecither.to be found or to be ex-
pected. e
In cafcs of dns kmd “when we are dcter—-
mmmg the degree of blame or applaufe which
feems due to any ation, we very, frequently
make ufe of two differept ftandards. The
firft is the idea of complete propriety and per-
fe&ion, which, in thofe difficult fituations,
no human condu& ever did, or ever can come
up to; and in comparifon with which the
actions of all men mutt for ever appear blame-
able and imperfe&t. The fecond is the idea
of that degree of proximity or diftance from
this complete perfection, which the actions
of the greater part of men commonly arrive
at. Whatever goes beyond this degree, how
far foever it may be removed from abfolute
perfection, feems to deferve applaufe ; and
whatever falls thort of it, to deferve blame.
It is in the fame manner that we judge of
the productions of all the arts which addrefs
themfelves to the imagination. When a
critic examines the work of any of the great
mafters in poetry or painting, he may fome-
times examine it by an idea of perfection,
in his own 'mind, which neither that nor
any other human work will ever come up to;
and as long as he compares it with this ftan-
dard, he can fee nothing in it but faults and
imperfeGtions. But when he comes to con-
fider the rank which it ought to hold among
other works of the fame kind, he neceflarily
compares it with a very different ftandard,
D2 the
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the common degree of excellence Wwhich is
ufually attained in this particular art ; and
when he judges of it by this new meafure,
it may often appear to deferve thé higheft ap-
plaufe, upon account of its approaching much
nearer to perfeGtion than the greater part of
thofe works which can be brought into com-
petition with it, /

SECTION
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SECTION 1L

Of the degrees of the different paffions which
are confiftent with propriety.

INTRQDUCTION.
. \

HE propriety of every paffion excited

by objeéts peculiarly related to our-
felves, tﬁc pitch which the fpectator can go
along with, muft lye, it is evident, in a cer- -
tain mediocrity. If the paffion is too high,
or if it is too low, he cannot enter into it.
Grief and refentment for private misfortunes
and injuries may eafily, for example, be too
high, and in the greater part of mankind they
aré fo. ‘'They may likewife, though this more
rarely happens, be toolow. = We denominate
the excefs, weaknefs, and fury: and we call
the defe&, ftupidity, infenfibility, and want of
fpirit. We can enter into neither of them,
but are aftonithed and confounded to fee
them. : ,
This mediocrity, however, in which the
pointaf propriety confifts, isdifferentindifferent
paffions. - It is high in fome, and low in others.
There are fome paflions which it is indecent to
exprefs very ftrongly, even upon thofe occafi-
ons, in which it is acknowledged that wecanpat

avoid feeling them in the higheft degree. And
' D ;3 "~ there
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there are others of which the ftrongeft ex-
preflions are upon many occafions extremely
graceful, even though the paffions themfelves
do not, perhaps, arife fo neceffarily. The
firft are thofe paffions with which, for certain
reafons, there is little or no fympathy : the
fecond are thofz with which, for other rea-
fons, there is the greateft. And if we con-
fider all the different paffions of human na-
ture, we fhall find that the¢ are regarded as
decent, or indecent, juft in proportion as man-
kind are more or lefs difpofed to fympathife

with them. ~ o SR

CHAP. I

Of the taffons which take. their origin from
- the body. ..

‘1. Y T is indecent to exprefs any ftrong de-
I gree of thofe paffions:which arife from
a°certain fituation or difpofition: of the body ;
becaufe the' company, not being in the fame
“difpofition, cannot be expected to fympathife
~with them. Violent hunger, for example,
~though upon many occafions not only natural,
“but unavoidable, is always -indecent, and to
" eat voracioufly is univerfally regarded as a
“piece of ill manners. There is, however,
-~ fome degree of fympathy, even with hunger.
It is agreeable to fee our companions eat “with
a’good appetite, and al expreffions of loathing

are
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are offenfive.  The difpofition of body ‘which
1s habitual to a man in health, makes his
ftomach eafily keep time, if I may be allowed
fo coarfe an expreflion, with the one, and not
with the other. We can fympathife with
the diftrefs which exceflive hunger occafions
when we read the defcription of it in the
journal of a fiege, or of a fea voyage. We
imagine ourfelves in the fituation of the fuf-
ferers, and thence readily conceive the grief,
the fear and confternation, which muft ne-
ceflarily diftra&t them. We feel, ourfelves,
fome degree of thofe paffions, and therefore
fympathife with them : but as we do not °
grow hungry by reading the defcription, we
cannot properly, even in this cafe, be faid to
fympathife with their hunger. '

It is ‘the fame cafe with the paffion b
‘which nature unites the two fexes. Thougg
naturally the moft furious of all the paffions,
all ftrong expreflions of it are upon every oc~
cafion indecent, even between perfons in whom
‘its moft compleat indulgence is acknow-
ledged by all laws, both human and divine,
to be perfe@tly innocent. There feems, how-
" ever, to. be fome degree of fympathy even
with this paffion. - To talk to a woman as we
thould to a man is improper : it is expetted™ -
.that. their company fhould infpire us with
more gaiety, more pleafantry, and more at-
tention:; and.an intire infenfibility to the fair
fex, rendersa man contemptible in fome mea--
~{ure even to the men. |

D4 | Such
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Such is our averfion for all the appetites
which take their origin from the body : all
ftrong expreflions of them are loathfome and
difagreeable. According to fome antient phi-
lofophers, thefe are the paflions which we
thare in common with the brutes, and which
‘having no connection with the charaterifti-
cal qualities of human nature, are upon that
account beneath its dignity. But there are
‘many other paffions which we fhare in com-
mon with the brutes, fuch as refentment, _
natural affe®ion, even gratitude, which do
‘not, upon that account, appear to be fo brutal.
The true caufe of the peculiar difguft which
‘'we conceive for the appetites of the body,
‘when we fee therh in other men, is that we
cannot enter into them. To the perfon him-
felf who feels them, as foon as they are gra-
‘tified, the object that excited them ceafes to
‘be agreeable : even its prefence often becomes
‘offenfive to him ; he locks round to no purpofe
‘for the charm which tranfported him the mo-
“ment before, and he can now as-little enter
into his own paffion as another perfon. When
“we have dined, we order the covers to be re-
‘moved ; and we fhould treat in the fame man-"
‘ner the obje&s of the moft ardent and paf-
- fionate defires, - if they were the obje&s of no
- other paffions but thofe which take their ori-
" gin from the body.
- In the command of thofe appetites of the
“body cenfifts that virtue which is properly
called temperance. To reftrain them within
! thefe bounds, which regard to health and for-
tune

40
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tune prefcribes, is the part of prudence. But
to confine them within thofe limits, which
grace; which propriety, which delicacy, and
modefty, require, is the office of temperance.

2. It is for the fame reafon that to cry out
with bodily pain, how intolerable foever, ap-
pears always unmanly and unbecoming. There
1s, however, a good deal of fympathy even
with bodily pain. If, as has already been
obferved, I fee a ftroke aimed, and juft ready
to fall upon the leg, orarm, of another per-
fon, I naturally fhrink and draw back my own
leg, or my own arm ; and when it does fall,
I feel it in fome meafure, and am hurt by it
as well as the fufferer. My hurt, however,
is, no doubt, exceflively flight, and, upon
that account, if he makes any violent out-cry,
as I cannot go along with him, I never fail to
"defpife him. And this is the cafe of all the
paflions which take their origin from the
body ; they excite either no {ympathy at all,
or fuch a degree of it, as is altogether difpro-
portioned to the violence of what is felt by
the fufferer.

It is quite otherwife with thofe paffions
.which take their origin from the imagina-
tion. The frame of my body can be but |
little affe¢ted by the alterations which are
.brought about upon that of mycompanion: but
.my imagination is more ductile, and more
readily affumes, if I may fay fo, the fhape
‘and configuration of the imaginations of
-thofe with whom I am familiar. A difap-
pointment in love, or ambition, will, upon

2 ' this
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this account, call forth more fympathy than
the greateft bodily evil." Thofe pafiions.arife
altogether from the imagination. . The per-
fon who has loft his whole fortune, if he is
in health, feels nothing in his body. What
he fuffers is from the imagination only, which
reprefents to him the lofs of his dignity, ne-
gle&t from his friends, contempt from his
enemies, dependance, want, and mifery, com=
ing faft upon him ; and we fympathife with
him more ftrongly upon this account, becaufe
our imaginations can more readily mould
themfelves upon his imagination, than our
bodies can mould themfelves upon his body.
The lofs of a leg may generally be regarded
as a more real calamity than the lofs of a mif~
trefs. It would be a ridiculous tragedy, how-
ever, of which the cataftrophe was to turn
‘upon 2 lofs of that kind. A misfortune of
the other kind, how frivolous foever it may
‘appear to be, has given occafion to many a
fine one. R
- Nothing is fo foon forgot as pain. The
‘moment it is’ gone the whole agony of it is
‘over, and the thought of it can no longer
“give us any fort of difturbance. We ourfelves
cannot then enter into the anxiety and an-
‘guith which-we had before conceived. = An
‘unguarded word from a friend will occafion
"a more durable uneafinefs.’ The agony which
this creates-is by no means over with the .
‘word.  What ‘at firft -dfturbs us is not the
‘objet of the fenfes; ‘but the idea of the ima-~
gination. As it is an idea, therefore, which
i - occafions
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occafions our uneafinefs, till time and other
accidents have in fcme meafure effaced it from
our memory, the imagination continues to
fret and rankle within, from the thought
of it. ' : .
Pain never calls forth any very lively fym-
pathy unlefs it is accompanied with danger.
We f{ympathife with the fear, though not
with the agony of the fufferer. Fear, how-
ever, is a paffion derived altogether from the
imagination, which reprefents, with an un-
certainty and fluCtuation that increafes our
anxiety, not what we really feel, but what
we may hereafter poflibly fuffer. 'The gout,
‘or the tooth-ach, though exquifitely painful,
excite very little fympathy ; more dangerous
difeafes, though accompanied with very little
_pain, excite the higheft. :
". Some people faint and grow fick at the
fight of a chirurgical operation, and that
‘bodily pain which is occafioned by tearing the
fleth, feems, in them, to excite the moft ex-
ceflive fympathy. We conceive in a much
more lively and diftin& manner, the pain
which proceeds from an external caufe, than
we do that which arifes from an internal dif-
order. "I can fcarce form an idea of the ago-
nies of my neighbour when he is tortured -
with the gout, or the ftone ; but I have the
cleareft conception-of what he muft fuffer
from an incifion, a wound, or a frature.
The chief caufe, however, why fuch objeéts
produce fuch violent effe@s upon us, is their
- novelty.
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novelty. One who has been witnefs to 3
dozen difleGtions, and as many amputations,
fees, . ever after, all operations of this kind
with great indifference, and often with per-
fe& infenfibility. Though we have read or
feen reprefented more than five hundred tra-
gedies, we fhall feldom feel {o entire an abate-
ment of our fenfibility to the obje&s which
they reprefent to us.

In fome of the Greek tragedies there is an
attempt to excite compaffion, by the repre-
fentation of the agonies of bodily pain. Phi-
lo&etes cries out and faints from the extre-
mity of his fufferings. Hippolytus and Her-
cules are both introduced as expiring under
the fevereft tortures, which, it feems, even
the fortitude of Hercules was incapable of
fupporting. In all thefe cafes, however, it
is not the pain which interefts us,-but fome
other circumftance. It is not the fore foot,
but the folitude,. of Philo&etes which affeéts
us, and diffufes over that charming tragedy,

- that romantic wildnefs, which is fo agreeable

to the imagination. ‘The agonies of Hercules
and Hippolytus are interefting only becaufe
we forefee that death is to be the confequence.
If thofe heroes were to recover, we fhould
think the reprefentation of their fufferings
perfectly ridiculous.” What a tragedy would

" that be of which the diftrefs confifted in 2

cholic.  Yet no pain is more exquifite. Thefe
attempts to excite compafiion by the repre-
fentation of bodily pain, may be regarded as

, among

~
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among the greateft breaches of decorum of.
which the Greek theatre has fet the example.
The little fympathy which we feel with
bodily pain is the foundation of the propriety
of conftancy and patience in enduting it. The
man, who under. the fevereft tortures allows
no weaknefs to efcape him, vents no groan,
gives way to no paffion which we do not en~ "
tirely enter into, commands our higheft ad-
iniration. His firmnefs enables him to kee
time with our indifference and infenfibility.
We adniire and intirely go along with the
magnanimous effort which he makes for this
purpofe. 'We approve of his behaviour, and
from our experience of the common weak-
nefs of human nature, we are furprifed, and
wonder how he fhould be able to a& o as to
deferve approbation.  Approbation, mixed
‘and animated by wonder and furprize, con-
ftitutes the fentiment which is properly called
admiration, of which, applaufe is the natural
expreflion, as has already been obferved.

CHAP I

Of thofe paffions which take their origin from
a particular turn or babit of the imagination.’

VEN of the paffions derived from the
E imagination, thofe which take their
‘origin from a peculiar turn or habit it has
' : acquired,
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acquired, though they may be acknowledged
to be perfe@tly natural, are, however, but
Little i};rrnpathif"cd with. The imaginations
of mankind, not having acquired that parti-
cular turn, cannot enter into them ; and fuch

, Eaﬁions, though they may be allowed. to

e almoft unavoidable in fome part of life,
are always in fome meafure ridiculous. This
is the ‘cafe with that ftrong attachment
which naturally grows up between two per-
fons of different fexes, who have long fixed
their thoughts upon one another. Our imna-
nation not having run in the fame channel
with that of the lover, we cannot enter into
the eagernefs of his emations. . If our friend
has been injured, we readily fympathife with
his refentment, and ‘grow angry with .the
very perfon with whom he is angry. If he
has received a benefit, we readily enter into
his gratitude, and have a very high fenfe of
the merit.of ‘his benefa®or. But if he is in
love, though we may think his pafiion juft
as reafonable as any of the kind, yet we never
think ourfelves bound to conceive a paffion of
the fame kind, and for the fame perfon for
whom he has conceived it. The paffion ap-
pears to every body, but the man who feels
it, entircly difproportioned to the value of the
obje& ; and love, though it is pardoned in a
certain age becaufe we know it is natural, is
always laughed at, becaufe we cannot enter
into it. All ferious and ftrong expreffions of

it appeax ridjculpus to a third'perfon ;5 and.jf

the
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the lover is not good company to his miftrefs,
e is to no body elfe. He himfelf is fenfible
of this ; and as long as he continues in his
fober fenfes, endeavours to treat his own paf-
fion with raillery and ridicule. It is the only

“ftile in which we care to hear of it ; becaufe
it is the only ftile in which we ourfelves are
difpofed to talk of it. We grow weary of the
grave, pedantic, and long-fentenced love of
Cowley and Propertius, who never have done
with exaggerating the violence of their attach-
ments ; but the gaiety of Ovid, and the gal-
lantry of Horace, are always agreeable.

‘But though we feel no proper fympathy
with an attachment of this kind, though we
.never approach even in imagination towards
conceiving a paffion for that particular perfon,
yet as we either have conceived, or may be
-difpofed to conceive, paffions of the fame kind,
we readily enter into thofe high hopes of
happinefs which are propofed from its grati-
fication, as well as into that exquifite diftrefs
which is feared from its difappointment. It
interefts ys not as a paffion, but as a fituation
that gives occafion to other paffions which
interefts us; to hope, to fear, and to diftrefs
of every kind : in the fame manner asina de-
fcription of a fea voyage, it is not the hunger
.which interefts us, "but the diftrefs which

that hunger occafions. Though we do not
- properly enter into the attachment of the lo-
ver, we readily go along with thofe expecta-
tions of romantic happinefs which he derives

' from
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from it. We feel how natural it is for the
mind, in a certain fituation, relaxed with in-
dolence, and fatigued with violence of defire,
to long for ferenity and quiet, to hope to find
them in the gratification of that paflion which
diftra&s it, and to frame to itfelf the idea of
that life of paftoral tranquillity and retirement
which the elegant, the tender, and the paf-
fionate Tibullus takes fo much pleafure in
defcribing ; a life like what the poets defcribe
in the Fortunate Iflands, a life of friendfhip,
liberty, and repofe; free from labour, and
from care, and from all the turbulent paffions
which attend them. ZEven fcenes of this
kind intereft us moft, when they are painted
rather as what is hoped, than as what is en-
joyed. The grofinefs of that paffion, which
mixes with, and is, perhaps, the foundation
.of love, difappears when its gratification is
far off and at a diftance ; but renders the
-whole offenfive, when defcribed ase what is
immediately pofleffed. The happy pafiion,
-upon this account, interefts us much lefs than
‘the fearful and the melancholy, We tremble
“for whatever can difappoint fuch natural and
agreeable hopes : and thus enter into all the
anxiety, and concern, and diftrefs of the lo-
ver. .

Hence it is, that, in fome modern tra-
-gedies and romances, this pafiion appears fo
-wonderfully interefting. It is not fo much
-thelove of Caftalio and Monimiawhichattaches
us in the Orphan, as the diftrefs which that

- o love
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love occafions. The author who fhould in-
troduce two lovers, in a fcene of perfect fecu~
rity, exprefling their mutual fondnefs for one
“another, would excite laughter, and not fym-
pathy. Ifa fcene of this kind is ever admitted
into a tragedy, it is always, in fome meafure,
improper, and is endured, not from any fym-
pathy with the paffion that is exprefled in it,
but from concern for the dangers and diffi~
culties with which the audience forefee that
its gratification is likely to be attended.

The referve which the laws of fociety im-
pofe upon the fair fex, with regard to this
weaknefs, renders it more peculiarly diftrefi~
ful in ‘them, and, upon that very account,
more deeply interefting. We are charmed
with the love of Phadra, as it is exprefed in
the French tragedy of that name, notwith-
ftanding all the extravagance and guilt which
attend 1t. That very extravagance and guilt
may be faid, in fome meafure, to recom-
mend it to us. Her fear, her thame, her
remorfe, her horror, her defpair, become
thereby more natural and interefting.  All the
fecondary paffions, if I may be allowed to call
them fo, which arife from the fituation of
love, become neceflarily more furious and
violent : and it is with thefe fecondary paf-
fions only that we can properly be faid to
fympathize. - R

Of all the paffions, however, which are
fo extravagantly difproportioned to the va-
lue of their objeéts, love is the only one that
appears, even to the weakeft minds, to have
. - E any
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any thing in it that is either graceful or agree-
able. In itfelf, firft of all, though it may
be ridiculous, it is not naturally odious ; and
though its confequences are often fatal and
dreadful, its intentions are feldom mifchievous.
And then, though there is little propriety in
the paffion itfelf, thereis a good deal in fome
of thofe which always accompany it. - There:
is in love a ftrong mixture of humanity, gene-
rofity, kindnefs, friendfhip, efteem ; paffions
with which, of all others, for reafons which
fhall be explained immediately, we have the
greateft propenfity to fympathize, even not-
withftanding we are fenfible that they are, in
fome meafure, exceflive. The fympathy which
we feel with them, renders the paffion which
they accompany lefs difagreeable, and fup-
ports it in our imagination, notwithftanding
all the vices which commonly go along with
it; though in the one fex it neceffarily leads to
the laft ruin and infamy ; ‘and thoughin the
other, where it is apprehended to be leaft fa-
tal, it is almoft always attended with an in-
capacity for labour, a negle& of duty, a con~
tempt of fame, and even of common repu-
tation. - Notwithftanding all this, the degree
of fenfibility and generofity with which it is
fuppofed to be .accompanied, renders it to
many -the object of vanity ; and they are fond
of appearing capable of feeling what would do
them no honour if they had really felt it.
-+ It is for a reafon of the fame kind, that a
‘certain. referve is neceflary when we talk of
«our- own. friends, our own ftudies, our own

profeflions.
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profeffions. All thefe are objects which we
cannot expect thould intereft our companions
in the fame degree in which they intereft us.
And it i1s for want of this referve, that the
one half of mankind make bad company to
the other. A philofopher is company to a
philofopher only ; the member of a club, to
his own little knot of companions.

CHAP IL
Of the unfocial pajfions.

HERE is another fet of paffions,
which though derived from the imagi=
nation, yet before we can enter into them,
or regard them as graceful or becoming, muft
always be brought down to a pitch much lower
than that to which undifciplined nature would
raife them. Thefe are hatred and refentment,
with all their different modifications. With
regard to all fuch paffions, our fympathy is
divided between the perfon who feels them
and the perfon who is the obje& of them.
The interefts of thefe two are directly oppo-
fite. What our fympathy with the perfon
who feels them would prompt us to with for,
our fellow-feeling with the other would lead
us to fear. As ‘they «are both men, we are
concerned for both, and our fear for what
the one may fuffer, damps our refentment for
what the other has fuffered. Our fympathy,
' E 2 therefore,
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therefore, with the man who has received the
provocation, neceflarily falls fthort of the paf-
fion which naturally animates him, not only
upon account of thofe general caufes which
tender all {ympathic paflions inferior to
the original ones, but upon account of that
particular caufe which is peculiar to itfelf, our
oppofite fympathy with another perfon. Be-
fore refentment, therefore, can become grace-
ful and agreeable, it muft be more humbled
and brought down below that pitch to which |
it would naturally rife, than almoft any other
paffion. '

Mankind, at the fame time, have a very
ftrong fenfe of the injuries that are done to
another. ‘'The villain, in a tragedy or ro-
mance, is as much the objec of our indigna-
tion, as the hero is that of our {ympathy and

affeGtion. We deteft Tago as much as we

efteem Othello; and delight as much in the

‘punifhment of the one, as we are grie\}ed at

the diftrefs of the other. But though man-
kind have fo ftrong a fellow-feeling with the

-injuries that are done to their brethren, they
-do not always refent them the more that the

fufferer appears to refent them. Upon moft
occafions, the greater his patience, his mild-
nefs, his humanity, provided it does not ap-

- pear that he wants {pirit, or that fear was the

motive of his forbearance, the higher the re-

“fentment againft the perfon who injured him.
- 'The amiablenefs of the chara&er exafperates

< their {enfe of the atrocity of the injury.

Thefe
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Thefe paffions, however, are regarded as
_neceflary parts of the character of human na-
ture. A perfon becomes contemptible who
tamely fits ftill, and fubmits to infults, with-
out attempting either te repel or to revenge
them. We cannot enter into his indifference
and infenfibility : - we call his behaviour mean-
{piritednefs, and are as really provoked by it,
as by the infolence of his adverfary. Even the
mob are enraged to fee any man fubmit pa-
tiently to affronts and ill ufage. They defire
to fee this infolence refented, and refented by
the perfon who fuffers from it. They cry to
him with fury, to defend, or torevenge him-
felf. If his indignation roufes at laft, they
heartily applaud, and fympathife with it. It
enlivens their own indignation againft his
enemy, whom they rejoice to fee him attack
in turn, and are as really gratified by his re-
venge, provided it is not immoderate, as if
the injury had been done to themfelves.

But though the utility of thofe paffions to
the individual, by rendering it dangerous to
infult or injure him, be acknowledged; and
though their utility to the publick, as the
guardians of juftice, and of the equality of its
adminiftration, be not lefs ccnfiderable, as
fhall be fhewn hereafter; yet there is ftill
fomething difagreeable in the paffions them-
felves, which makes the appearance of them
in other men the natural obje& of our aver-
fion. The expreflion of anger towards any
body prefent, if it exceeds a bareintimation
that we are fenfible of his ill ufage, is re-

E 3 garded
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garded not only as an infult to that particular
perfon, but as a rudencfs to the whole com-
pany. Refpe& for them ought to have re-
ftrained us from giving way to {o boifterous
andoffenfive an emotion. Itistheremoteeffeéts
of thefe paffions which are agreeable ; the im-
mediate effe@saremifchicf tothe perfon again(t
whom they are direted. But ‘it is the im-
mediate, and not the remote eifects of objects
which render them agreeable or difagrecable
to the imagination. A prifon is certainly
more ufeful to the publick thana palace; and
the perfon who founds the one is generally
directed by a much jufter fpirit of patriotifm,
than he who builds the other. But the im-
mediate effects of a prifon, the confinement -
of the wretches thut up init, are dlf'lgrceable i
and the imagination either does not take time
to trace out the remote ones, or fees them at
too great a diftance to be much -affected by
them. A prifon, therefore, will always be
* a difagreeable object; and the fitter it is for
-the purpofe for which it was intended, it will
be the more fo. A palace, on the contrary,
will always be agreeable : yet its remote ef-
fets may often be inconvenient to the pu-
blick. It m’xv ferve to promote luxury, and
fet the example of the diffolution of manners.
Its immediate effetts, however, the conve-
niency, the pleafure and the gaiety of the
people who live in it, being all agreeable, and
1t mge&mo to the i mmglmt'ou a thoufand agree-
able ideas, that faculty ocnera}ly refts upon
them, and feldom goes further 1n tracing its

‘ more
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more diftant confequences. -Trophies of the
inftruments of mufick or of agriculture, imi-
tated in painting or in ftucco, make a com-
mon and an agreeable ornament of our halls
and dining-rooms. A trophy of the fame
kind, compofed of the inftruments of fur-
gery, of diffeGting, and amputation-knives ;
of faws for cutting the bones, of trepanning
inftruments, &c. would be abfurd and fhock-
ing. Inftruments of furgery, howcver, are
always more finely polithed, and generally
more nicely adapted to the purpofes for which
they are intended, than inftruments of agri-
culture. The remote effe@s of them too, the
health of the patient, isagreeable ; yet as the
immediate effe¢t of them is pain and fuffer-
ing, the fight of them always. difpleafes us.
Inftruments of war are agreeable, though their
immediate effe@ may feem to be in the fame
manner pain and fuffering. But then it is
the pain and fuffering of our enemies, with
whom we have no fympathy. With regard
to us, they are immediately conneCted with
the agreeable ideas of courage, viGory, and
honour. They are themfelves, therctore,
fuppofed to make one of the nobleft parts of
drefs, and-the imitation of them one of the
finet ornaments of architeGure. It is the
fame cafe with the qualities of the mind. The
antient ftoics were - of opinion, that as the
world was governed by theall-ruling providence
of a wife, powerful, and good God, every fingle
event ought to be regarded, as making a ne-
ceflary part of the plan of the univerfe, and

E 4 as

*




56 - Of ProPrritTYy. | Part L.

as tending to promote the general order and
happinefs of the whole: that the vices and
follies of mankind, therefore, made as necef-
fary a part of this plan as their wifdom or their
virtue ; and by that eternal art which educes
good from ill, were made to tend equally to
the profperity and perfeGtion of the great
fyftem of nature. No fpeculation of this
kind, however, how deeply foever it might
be rooted in the mind, could diminith our
natural abhorrence for vice, whofe immediate
effe&s are f{o deftru&tive, and whofe remote
ones are too diftant to be traced by the ima-
gination.
- It is the fame cafe with thofe paﬁons we
have been juft now confidering. Their im~
mediate effeéts are fo difagrecable, that even
when they are moft juftly provoked, there is
ftill fomething about them which difguits us.
Thefe, therefore, are the only paffions of
which the expreflions, as I formerly obferved,
do not difpofe and prepare us to {ympathize
with them, before we are informed of the
caufe which excites them. The plaintive
~ voice of mifery, when heard at a diftance,
will not allow us to be indifferent about the
perfon from whom it comes. As foon as it
ftrikes our ear, it interefts us in his fortune,
and, if continued, force us almoft involunta-
rily to fly to his affiftance. The fight of a {mil-
ing countenance, in the fame manner, ele-
vates even the penfive into that gay and airy
mood, which difpofes him to f{ympathize
with, and fhare the joy which it exprefles ;
: and
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and he feels his heart, which with thought
and care was before that fhrunk and depref-
fed, inftantly expanded and elated. But it is
quite otherwife with the expreffions of hatred
and refentment. 'The hoarfe, boifterous, and
difcordant voice of anger, when heard at a
diftance, infpires us either with fear or aver~
fion. We do not fly towards it, as to one
who cries out with pain and agony. Women,
and men of weak nerves, tremble and. are
overcome with fear, though fenfible that

themfelvesarenotthe obje@sof theanger. They |

conceive fear, however, by putting them~
felves in the fituation of the perfon who is fo.
Even thofe of ftouter hearts are difturbed ;
not indeed enough to make them afraid, but
enough to make them angry; for anger is
the paflion which they would feel in the fitua-
tion of the other perfon. It is the fame cafe
with hatred. Mere expreflions of fpite in~
fpire it againft no body, but the man who
ufes them. Both thefe paffions are by nature
the obje&s of our averfion. Their difagreeable
and boifterous appearance never excites, never
prepares, and often difturbs our fympathy.
Grief does not more powerfully engage and
attract us to the perfon in whom we obferve
it, than thefe, while we are ignorant of their
caufe, difguft and detach us from him. It
was, it feems, the intention of nature, that
thofe rougher and more unamiable emotions,
which drive men from one another, thould
be lefs eafily and more rarely communicated.

When
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When mufic imitates the modulations of
grief or joy, it either aCtually infpires us with
thofe paffions, or at leaft puts us in the mood
which difpofes us to conceive them. But
‘when it imitates the notes of anger, it in-
fpires us with fear. Joy, grief, love, admi-
ration, devotion, are all of them paffions
which are' naturally mufical. ‘Their natural
tones are all foft, clear, and melodious ; and
they naturally exprefs themfelves in periods
‘which are diftinguithed by regular paufes,
and which upon that account are eafily adapt-
ed to the regular returns of the correfpondent
airs of a tune. The voice of anger, on the
contrary, and of all the paffions which are akin
to it, is harth and difcordant. Its periods too
areall irregular, fometimesverylong, and fome-
times very fhort, and diftinguifhed by no re-
gular paufes. It is with difficulty, therefore,
that mufic can imitate any of thofe paffions ;
and the mufic which does imitate them is not
the moft agreeable. A whole entertainment
may confift, without any impropriety, of the
imitation of the focial and agreeable paffions.
It would be a ftrange entertainment which
“confifted altogether of the imitaticns of hatred
‘and refentment.

If thofe paffions are difagreeable to the fpec-
tator, they are not lefs fo to the perfon who
{eels them. - Hatred and anger are the greateft
poifon to the happinefs of a good mind. There
15, in the very fceling of thofe paffions, fome-
thing har’h, jarring, and convulfive, fomec-

e ~ thing
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thing that tears and diftracs the breaft, and
is altogether deftructive of that compofure and |
tranquillity of mind which is fo neceflary to
happinefs, and which is beft promoted by
the contrary paffions of gratitude and love.
It is not the value of what they lofe by the
perfidy and ingratitude of thofe they live with,
which the generous and humane are moft apt
to regret. Whatever they may have loft,
they can generally be very happy without it.
What moft difturbs them is the idea of per-
fidy and ingratitude exercifed towards them-
felves ; and the difcordant and difagreeable
paffions which this excites, conftitutes, in
their own opinion, the chief part of the in-
jury which they fuffer. :

How many things are requifite to render
thé gratification of refentment compleatly
agreeable, and to make the f{petator tho-
roughly fympathize with our revenge ? The
provocation mutt firft of all be fuch that we
fhould become contemptible, and be expofed
to perpetual infults, if we did not, in fome
meafure, refent it. Smaller offences are al-
ways better neglected ; nor is there any thing
more defpicable than that froward and cap-
tious humour which takes fire upon every
flight occafion of quarrel. - We fhould refent
more from a fenfe of the propriety of refent-
ment, from a fenfe that mankind expect and
require it of us, than becaufe we feel in our-
felves the furies of that difagreeable paffion.
There is no paflion, of which the human
mind is capable, concerning whofe juftnefs

we
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we ought to be fo doubtful, concerning whofe
indulgence we ought fo carefully to confult
our natural fenfe. of propriety, or fo diligently
to confider what will be the fentiments of the
cool, and impartial fpectator. Magnanimity,
or a regard to maintain our own rank and dig-
nity in fociety, is the only motive which can
enoble the expreffions of this difagreeable paf-
fion. This motive muft chara&erize our
whole ftile and deportment.  Thefe muft be
plain, open, anddiret; determined without
pofitivenefs, and elevated without infolence ;
not only free from petulance and low fcur-
rility, but generous, candid, and full of all
proper regards, even for the perfon who has
offended us. It muftappear, in thort, from
our whole manner, without our labouring
affetedly to exprefs it, that paffion has not
extinguithed our humanity ; and that if we
yield to the diGates of revenge, it is with re-
Iu@ance, from neceffity, and in confequence
of great and repeated provocations. When
refentment is guarded and qualified in this
manner, it may be admitted to be even ge-

nerous and noble.

CHAP. IV.
Of the focial pajffions.

S it is a divided fympathy which renders
the whole fet of paffions juft now men-

tioned, upon moft occafions, fo ungraceful
‘ and
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and difagreeable ; fo there is another fet op-
pofite to thefe, which a redoubled fympathy
renders almoft always peculiarly agreeable
and becoming. Generofity, humanity, kind-
nefs, compaffion, mutual friendthip and ef-
teem, all the focial and benevolent affeions,
when exprefled  in the countenance or be-
haviour, even towards thofe who are peculi-
arly connected with ourfelves, pleafe the in-
different fpeGator upon almoit every occafion.
His fympathy with the perfon who feels thofe
paffions, exactly coincides with his concern
for the perfon who is the object of them. The
intereft, which, a$ a man, he is obliged to
take in the happinefs of this laft, enlivens
bis fellow-feeling with the fentiments of the
other, whofe ‘emotions are employed about
the fame obje&: We have always, therefore,
the ftrongeft difpofition to fympathife with
the benevolent affeGtions. They appear in
every refpect agreeable to us. We enter into
the fatisfa@ion both of the perfon who feels
them, and of the perfon who is the obje& of
them. For as to be the object of hatred and
indignation gives more pain than all the evil
which a brave man can fear from his ene-
mies ; f{o there is a fatisfa@ion in the conici-
“oufnefs of being beloved, which, to a perfon
of delicacy and fenfibility, is of more impor-
tance to happinefs than all the advantage which
‘he can expe@ to derive from it. What cha-
ra@er is {o deteftable as that of one who takes
pleafure to fow diflention among friends,
and to turn their moft tender love into mortal

hatred ?
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hatred ? . Yet wherein does the atrocity of
this fo much abhorred injury confift ? Is it in
depriving them of the frivolous good offices,
which, had their friendfhip continued, they
might have expected from one another ? It 1s
in depriving them of that friendfhip itfelf, in
robbing them of each others affeGtions, from
which both derived fo much fatisfa&ion ; it
is in difturbing the harmony of their hearts,
and putting an end to that happy commerce
which had before fubfifted between them.
Thefe affettions, that harmony, this com-
merce, are felt, not only by the tender and
the delicate, but by the rudeft vulgar of
mankind, to be of more impottance to hap-

inefs than all the little fervices which could
gc expected to flow from them. ,

The fentiment of love is, in itfelf, agree-
able to the perfon who feels it. It fooths and
compofes the breaft, feems to favour the vital
motions, and to promote the healthful ftate
of the human conftitution ; and it is rendered
ftill more delightful by the confcioufnefs of
the gratitude and fatisfattion which it muft
excite in him who is the obje& of it. Their
mutual regard renders them happy in one
another, and fympathy, with this mutual re-
gard, makes them agreeable to every other
perfon. With what pleafure do we look

~ upon a family, through the whole of which

reign mutual love and efteem, where the pa-
rents and children are companions for one ana-
ther, without any other difference than what
is made by refpectful affeGion on the one fide,

7 and
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and kind indulgence on the other ; where.
freedom and fondnefs, mutual raillery, and

. mutual kindnefs, fhow that no oppofition.
of interefts divides the brothers, nor any rival~
thip of favour fets the fifters at variance, and .
where every thing prefents us with the idea
of peace, chearfulnefs, harmony, and con-
tentment. On the contrary, how uneafy are
we made when we go into a houfe in which,
jarring contention fets one half of thofe who
dwell in it againft the other ; where amidft
affeCted fmoothnefs and complaifance, fufpi-
cious looks and fudden ftarts of paffion betray
the mutual jealoufies which burn within them,
and which are every moment ready to burft
out through all the reftraints which the pre~
fence of the company impofes.

Thofe amiable paffions, even when they
are acknowledged to be exceﬁive, are never
regarded with averﬁon There is fomethin
agreeable even in the weaknefs of friendthip-
and humanity. The too tender mother, the
too indulgent father, the too generous and af-
feCtionate friend, may fometimes, perhaps,
on account of the foftnefs of their naturcs,
be looked upon with a fpecies of pity, in
which, however, there is a mixture of love,
but can never be regarded with hatred and
averfion, nor even with contempt, unlefs by
the moft brutal and worthlefs of mankmd
It is always with concern, with fympathy and
Kindnefs, that we blame them for the extra-
vagance of their attachment. There is a
helplefinefs in the charader of extreme hu-

manity
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manity which more than any thing interefts
our pity. There is nothing in itfelf which
renders it either ungraceful or difagreeable.
We only regret that it is unfit for the world,
becaufe the world is unworthy of it, and be-’
caufe it muft expofe the perfon who is en-
dowed with it as a prey to the perfidy and
ingratitude of infinuating falthood, and to a
thoufand pains and uneafinefles, which, of
all men, he the leaft deferves to feel, and which
generally too he is, of all men, the leaft ca-
pable of fupporting. It is quite otherwife
with hatred and refentment. Too violent a
propenfity to thofe deteftable paffions, ren-
ders a perfon the object of univerfal dread and
abhorrence, who, like a wild beaft, ought,
we think, to be hunted out of all civil {ociety.

CHAP V.
Of the [felffb pafons.

ESIDES thofe two oppofite fets of
paffions, the focial and unfocial, there ,
is another which holds a fort of middle place
between them ; is never either fo graceful as
is fometimes the one fet, nor is ever {o odious
as is fometimes the other. Grief and joy,
when conceived upon account of our own
private good or bad fortune, conftitute this
third fet of paffions. Even when exceffive, .
they are never fo difagreeable as exceffive re-
fentment, -
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fentment, becaufe no oppofite fympathy can
ever intereft us againft them : and whefi moft
fuitable to their objects they are never {o
agreeable. as impartial humanity and juft be-
nevolence ; becaufe no double fympathy car
ever intereft us for thermi. There is, de—
ever, this difference between grief and joy,
that we are generally moft difpofed to fym=
pathife with fmall joys and great forrows.
The man, who by fome fudden revolution of
forturie€, is lifted up all at once into a conditioni
of life, greatly above what he had formerly
lived in, may be affured that the congratula-
tions of his beft friends are not all of them
perfely fincere. An upftart, though of the
greateft merit, is generally difagreeable, and
a fentihent of envy commorily . prevents us
from heartily fympathifing with his joy. If
he has any judgment he is fenfible of this,
and inftead of appearing to be elated with
his good fortune, he endeavours, as much as
he can, to fmother his joy, and keep down
that elevation of mind with which his new
circumftances naturaily infpire him. He af-
fe&s the fame pldinnefs of drefs, and the fame
modefty of behaviour, which became him
~ in his former ftation. He redoubles his at-
tention to his old friends, and endeavours
more than ever to bé humble, affiduous, and -
complaifant. And this is the behaviour whicl
in his fituation we moft approve of ; becaufe -
we expedt, it feems, that he fhould have more ~
fympathy with our envy and averfion to his
happinefs, than we have with his happincf;.

2 F &
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It is feldom that with all this he fucceeds.
We fufpe@ the fincerity of his humility, and
he grows weary of this conftraint. In alittle
time, therefore, he generally leaves all his
. old friends behind him, fome of the meaneft .
of them excepted, who may, perhaps, con-
defcend to become his dependents : nor does
he always acquire any new ones ; the pride of
his new connections is as much affronted at
finding him their equal, as that of his old
ones had been by his becoming their fuperior :
and it requires the moft obftinate and perfever-
ing modefty to attone for this mortification
to either. He generally grows weary too
foon, and is provoked, by the fullen and fufpi-
cious pride of the one, and by the faucy con-
tempt of the other, to treat the firft with
negle&, and the fecond with petulance, till
at laft he grows habitually infolent, and for-
feits the efteem of all. If the chief part of
human happinefs arifes from the confcioufnefs
of being beloved, as I believe it does, thofe
fudden changes of fortune feldom contribute
much to happinefs. He is happieft who ad-
vances more gradually to greatnefs, whom,
the public deftines to every ftep of his pre-
ferment long before he arrives at it, in whom,
upon that account, when it comes, it can
excite no extravagant joy, and with re-
gard to whom it cannot reafonably create
either any jealoufy in thofe he overtakes, or
any envy in thofe he lcaves behind.
Mankind, however, more readily fympa-
thife with thofe finaller joys which flow from
S . : lefs
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lefs important caufes. It is decent to be
humble amidft great profperity ; but 'we can
{carce exprefs too much fatisfaction in all the
little occurrences of common life, in the -
company with which we fpent the evening
laft night, in the entertainment that was fet
before us, in what was faid and what was
done, in all the little incidents of the prefent
converfation, and in all thofe frivolous nothings
which fill up the void of human life. No-
thing is more graceful than habitual chear-
fulnefs, which is always founded upon a pe-~
culiar relifh for all the little pleafures which
common occurrences afford. We readily
fympathife with it : it infpires us with the
fame joy, and makes every trifle turn uptousin
the fame agreeable afpect in which it prefents
itfelf to the perfon endowed with this happy
difpofition. Hence it is that youth, the fea-
fon of gaiety, fo eafily engages our affections.
That propenfity to joy which feems even to
animate the bloom, and to f{parkle from the
eyes of youth and beauty, though in a perfon
of the fame fex, exalts, even the aged, to a
more joyous mood than ordinary. They for-
get, for a time, their infirmities, and aban-
don themfelves to thofe agreeable ideas and
emotions to which they have long been ftran-
gers, but which, when the prefence of fo
much happinefs recalls them to their breaft,
take their place there, like old acquaintance,
from whom they are forry to have ever been
- parted, and whom they embrace more hear-
tily upon account of this long feparation.

F 2 It
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It is quite otherwife with grief. Small vex—
ations excite no fympathy, but deep affli¢tion
calls forth the greateft. ‘The man who is
made unealy by every little difagreeable in-
cident, who is hurt if either the cook or the
butler have failed in the leaft article of their
duty, who feels every defect in the higheft
ceremonial of politenefs, whether it be fhewn
to himfelf or to any other fPerfon, who takes
it amifs that his intimate friend did not bid
him good-morrow when they met in the fore-
noon, and that his brother hummed a tune
all the time he himfelf was telling a ftory ;
who is put out of humour by the badnefs of
the weather when in the country, by the
‘badnefs of the roads when upon a journey,
- and by the want of company, and dullnefs of
.all public diverfions when in town; fuch a
perfon, I fay, though he fhould have foms
reafon, will feldom meet with much fympathy.
Joyisa ‘Pleafant emotion, and we gladly aban-

don ourfelves to it upon the flighteft occafion.

We readily, therefore, fympathife with it in

others, whenever we are not prejudiced by

“envy. But grief is painful, and the mind,
even when it is our own misfortune, natu-

rally refifts and recoils from it. We would
endeavour either not to conceive it at all, or

to fthake it off as foon as we have conceived it.

Our averfion to grief will not, indeed, always

hinder us from conceiving it in our own cafe

upon very trifling occafions, but it conftantly

prevents us from fympathifing with it in others

when excited by the like frivolous caufes : for

: our
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our fympathetic paflions are always lefs irre-
fiftible than our original ones. There is,
befides, a malice in mankind, which not only
prevents all fympathy with little uneafinefles,
but renders them in fome meafure diverting.
ifence the delight which we all take in rail-
i—:v. and in the fmall vexation which we
¢>iive in our companion, when heis puthed,
~1: urged, and teafed upon all fides. Men
¢ 5= moft ordinary good-breeding diffemble
ri= pain which any little incident may give
tiiem, and thofe who are more thoroughly
formed to fociety, turn, of their own accord,
all fuch incidents into raillery, as they know
their companions will do for them. The ha-
bit which a man, who lives in the world, has
acquired of confidering how every thing that
concerns himfelf will appear to others, makes
thofe frivolous calamities turn up in the fame
ridiculous light to him, in which he knows
they will certainly be confidered by them.
Our fympathy, on the contrary, with deep
diftrefs, is very ftrong and very fincere. It 1s
unneceflary to give an inftance. We weep
even at the feigned reprefentation of a tragedy.
If you labour, therefore, under any fignal

calamity, if by fome extraordinary misfortune
you are fallen into poverty, into difeafes, intd

difgrace and difappointment ; even though
your own fault may have been, in part, the
occafion, yet you may generally depend upon
the fincereft fympathy of all your friends,
and, as far as intereft and honour will permit,

F3 . upon
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upon their kindeft affiftance too.  But if your
misfortune is not of this dreadful kind, if
you have only been a little baulked in your
ambition, if you have only been jilted
your miftrefs, or are only hen-pecked by
your wife, lay your eccount with the rail-
lery of all your acquaintance.

SECTION
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SECTION IIL

Of the effetts of profperity and adverfity upon
the judgment of mankind with regard to
the propriety of a&tion ; and why it 1s more
eafy to obtain their approbation in the one
ftate than in the other. ‘

CHAP L

That though our [ympathy with forrow is gene-
rally a more lively fenfation than our [ympa-
thy with joy, it commonly falls much more
Short of the violence of what is naturally felt
by the perfon principally concerned.

O U R fympathy with forrow, though

J not more real, has been more taken
notice of than our fympathy with joy. The
‘word fympathy, in its moft proper and pri-
mitive fignification, denotes our fellow-feel-
ing with the fufferings, not that with the en-
joyments, of others. A late ingenious and
fubtile philofopher thought it neceflary to
prove, by arguments, that we had a real
fympathy with joy,and that congratulation was
a principle of human nature. No-body, I
believe, ever thought it neceflary to prove
that compaffion was fuch.

F 4 Firft
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Firft of all, our fympathy with forrow is,
in fome fenfe, more univerfal than that with
joy. Though forrow is exccﬁive, we may
ftill have fome fellow-feehng with it. 'What
we feel does not, indeed, in this cafe, amount
to that compleat fympathy, to that perfect
harmony and correfpondence of fentiments
‘which conftitutes approbation. We do not
weep, and exclaim, and lament, with the
fufferer. We are fenfible, on the contrary,
of his weaknefs and of the extravagance of hig
paffion, and yet often feel a very fenfible
concern upon his account.  But if we do not
intirely enter into, and go along with, the -
joy of another, we have no fort of regard or
fellow-feeling for it. The man who fkips
and dances about with that intemperate and
fenfelefs joy which we cannot accompany him
 in, is theobje@ of our contem tandmdxgnatlon. _

Pain befides, whether of mind or body, is
a more pungent fenfation than pleafure, and
~ our fympathy with _pain, though it falls
greatly fhort of what is naturally felt by the
fufferer, is generally a more lively and dif-
tinct perception than our fympathy with plea-
fure, though this laft often approaches more
nearly, as I fhall {how immediately, to the
natural vivacity of the original paffion.

Over and above all this, we often ftruggle
to keep down our fympathy with the forrow
of others. Whenever we are not under the
obfervation of the fufferer, we endeavour, for
our own fake, to fupprefs it as much as we
gan, and we are not always fuccefsful. The

' oppoﬁtloq
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oppofition which we make to it, and the re-
luétance with which we yield to it, necefla-
rily oblige us to take more partjcular notice
of it. But we neyer have occafion to make
this oppofition to our {ympathy with joy.
If there is any envy in the cafe, we never feel
the leaft propenfity towards it; and if there
is none, we give way to it without any re-
Juctance. On the contrary, as we are always
afthamed of our pwn envy, we often pretend,
and fometimes really wifh to fympathife with
the joy of others, when by that difagreeable
fentiment weare difqualified fromdoing fo. We
are glad, we fay, on account of our neigh-
bour’s good fortune, when in our hearts, per-
haps, we are really forry. - We often feel a
fympathy with forrow when we would with
to be rid of it; and we often mifs that with
joy when we would be glad to have it. The
obvious obfervation, therefore, which it na-
turally falls in our way ta make, is that
our propenfity to fympathife with forrow
muft be very ftrong, and our inclination to
fympathife with joy very weak.

Notwithftanding this prejudice, however,
I will venture to affirm, that, when there is
no envy in the cafe, our propenfity to fym-
pathife with joy is much ftronger than our
propenfity ta fympathife with forrow ; and
that our fellow-feeling for the agreeable emo-
tion approaches much more nearly to the vi-
vacity of what is naturally felt by the perfons
principally conc¢erned, than that which we
conceive for the painful one.
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- We have fome indulgence for that exceffive
grief which we cannot entirely go along with.
We know what a prodigious effort is requi-
fite before the fufferer can bring down his
emotions to compleat harmony and concord
with thofe of the fpeGator. Though he
fails, therefore, we eafily pardon him. But
we have no fuch indulgence for the intempe-
rance of joy ; becaufe we are not confcious
that any fuch vaft effort is requifite to bring
it down to what we can entirely enter into.
The man who, under the greateft calamities,
can command his forrow, feems worthy of
the higheft admiration ; but he who, in the
fulnefs of profperity, can in the fame manner
maiter his joy, feems hardly to deferve any
praife. We are fenfible that there is a much
wider interval in the one cafe than in the

. other, between what is naturally felt by the

perfon principally concerned, and what the
fpetator can intirely go along with. '
What can be added to the happine(s of the
man who is in health, who is out of debt,
and has a clear confcience? To one in this
fituation, all acceflions of fortune may pro-
perly be faid to be fuperfluous : and if he is
much elevated upon account of them, it muft
be the effet of the moft frivolous levity. This
fituation, however, may very well be called
the natural and ordinary ftate of mankind.
Notwithftanding the prefent mifery and de-
pravity of the world, fo juftly lamented, this

“really is the ftate of the greater part of men.

The
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The greater part of men, therefore, cannot
find any great difficulty in elevating them-
felves to all the joy which any acceffion to
this fituation can well excite in their com-
panion.

But though little can be added to this flate,
much may be taken from it. Though be-
tween this condition and the higheft pitch of
human profperity, the interval is but a trifle ;
between it and the loweft depth of mifery
the diftance is immenfe and prodigious. Ad-
verfity, on this account, neceflarily deprefles
the mind of the fufferer much more below its
natural ftate, than profperity can elevate him
above it. The fpeQator, therefore, muft
find it much more difficult to fympathife en-
tirely, and keep perfect time, with his for-
row, than thoroughly to enter into his joy,
and muft depart much further from his own
natural and ordinary temper of mind in the
one cafe than in the other. It is on this
account, that, though our fympathy with
forrow is often a more pungent {enfation than
our fympathy with joy, it always falls much
more fhort of the violence of what is naturally
felt by the perfon principally concerned.

It 15 agreeable to fympathife with joy; and
wherever envy does not oppofe it, our heart
abandons itfelf with fatisfaGtion to the
higheft tranfports of that delightful fenti-
ment. But it is painful to go along with
grief, and we always enter into it with re-

luctance,
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luGtance ¥*. When we attend to the repre-
fentation of a tragedy, we ftruggle againft
that fympathetic forrow which the entertain-
ment infpires as long as we can, and we give
way to it at laft only when we can no.longer
avoid it: we even then endeavour to cover
our concern from the company. If we fhed
any tears, we carefully conceal them, and
are afraid left the fpeators, not entering into
this exceflive tendernefs, fhould regard it as
effeminacy and weaknefs. The wretch whofe
misfortunes call upon our compafiion feels
with what relutance we are likely to enter
into his forrow, and therefore propofes his
grief to us with fear and hefitation : he even
fmothers the half of it, and is athamed, upon
account of this hard-heartednefs of mankind,
to give vent to the fulnefs of his afHiction.

* 1t has been objeCted to me that as I found the fenti-
ment of approbation, which is always agreeable, upon
fympathy, it is inconfiftent with my fyftem to admit any
difagreeable fympathy. I anfwer, that in thefentiment of
approbation there are two things to be taken notice of ;
firft, the fympathetic paffion of the fpectator; and, fe-
condly, the emotion which arifes from his obferving the
perfe&t coincidence between this fympathetic paffion in
himfelf, and the original paffion in the perfon principally
concerned. This laft emotion, in which the fentiment
of approbation properly confifts, is always agreeable and
delightful. The other may either be agreeable or difa-
greeable, according to the nature of the original paffion,
whofe features it muft always, in fome meafure, retain.
Two founds, I fuppofe, may, each of them taken fingly,
be auftere, and yet, if they are perfe& concords, the
perception of their harmony and coincidence may be agree-

.able,
It
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It is otherwife with the man who riots in
joy and fuccefs. Wherever envy does not
intereft us againft him, he expe&s our com-
pleateft fympathy. He does not fear, there-
fore, to enounce himfelf with fhouts of exul-
tation, in full confidence that we are heartily
difpofed to go along with him.

Why fhould we be more athamed to weep
than to laugh before company ? We may of-
ten have as real occafion to do the one as to
do the other:.but we always feel that the
fpectators are more likely to go along with
usin the agreeable, than in the painful emo-
tion. It is always miferable to complain,
even when we are opprefled by the moft
dreadful calamities. But the triumph of vic-
tory is not always ungraceful. Prudence, in-
deed, would often advife us to bear our pro-
fperity with more moderation ; becaufe pru-
dence would teach us to avoid that envy which
this very triumph is, more than any thing,
apt to excite.

How hearty are the acclamations of the
mob, who never bear any envy to their fu-
ﬁeriors, at a trinmph or a public eniy ? And

ow fedate and moderate is commanly theig
grief at an execution ? Our forrow ata fune-
ral generally amounts to no more than an af-
feted gravity ; but our mirth at a.chriften-
ing or a marriage, is always from the heart,
and without any affeGtation. Upon thefe,
and all fuch joyous occafions, our fatisfattion,
though not fo durable, is often as lively as
that of the perfons principally concerned.
. VVhenever
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Whenever we cordially congratulate our
friends, which, however, to the difgrace of
human nature, we do but feldom, their joy
literally becomes our joy : we are, for the
moment, as happy as they are: our heart
fwells and overflows with real pleafure : joy
and complacency f{parkle from our eyes, and
animate every featurc of our countenance, and
every gefture of our body.

But, on the contrary, when we condole
with our friends in their affliGtions, how little
do we fecl, in comparifon of what they feel ?
‘We fit down by them, we look at them, and
while they relate to us the circumftances of
their misfortune, we liften to them with
gravity and attention. But while their nar-
ration is every moment interrupted by thofe
natural burfts of paffion which often feem
almoft to choak them in the midit of it ; how
far are the languid emoticns of our hearts
from keeping time to the tranfports of theirs ?
We may be fenfible, at the fame time, that
their paflion is natural, and no greater than
what we ourftlves might feel upon the like
occafion.;, We may even inwardly reproach
ourfelves, with our own want of fenfibility, '
and perhaps, on that account, work ourfelves
up into :n artificial fympathy, which, how-
ever, wh en it is raifed, is always the flighte{t
and mofl: tranfitory imaginable; and gene-
rally, as foon as we have left the room, va-
nifhes, arid is gone forever. Nature, it feems,
when fhz loaded us with our own forrows,
thought t hat they were enough, and therefore

: ' did
6
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did not command us to take any further fhare
in thofe of others, than what was neceffary
to prompt us to relieve them.
. It is on account of this dull fenfibility to
the affliGtions of others, that magnanimit
amidft great diftrefs appears always {o divinely
graceful. His behaviour is genteel and agree-
able who can maintain his chearfulnefs amidft
a number of frivolous difafters. But he ap-
pears to be more than mortal who can fup-
port in the fame manner the moft dreadful
calamities. We feel what an immenfe ef-
fort is requifite to filence thofe violent emo-
tions which naturally agitate and diftra&t thofe
in his fituation. We are amazed to find that
he can command himfelf fo intirely. His
firmnefs, at the fame time, perfectly coin-
cides with our infenfibility. He makes no
demand upon us for that more exquifite de-
gree of fenfibility which we find, and which
we are mortified to find, that we do not pof-
fefs. ‘There is the moft perfe& correfpon-
dence between his fentiments and ours, and
on that account the moft perfe& propriety in
his behaviour. It is a propriety too, which,
from our experience of the ufual weaknefs of
human nature, we could not reafonably have
expected he fhould be able to maintain. We
wonder with furprife and aftonithment at that
ftrength of mind which is capable of fo no-
ble and generous an effort. The fentiment,
of compleat fympathy and approbation, mix-
ed and animated with wonder and furprife,
conftitutes what is properly called admiration,
. as



8o Of PRoPRiETY. Part I,
as has alréady béen moré than once taken
notice of. Cato, furrounded on all fides by
his enemies, unable to refift them, difdain<
ing to fubmit to them; and reduced, by the
proud maxims of that age, to the neceffity
of deftroying himfelf; yet never fhrinking
from his misfortunes, never fupplicating with
the lamentable voice of Wtetclfednefs, thofe
miferable {fympathetic tears which we are al<
ways fo unwilling to give ; but on the con<
trary, arming himfelf with manly fortitude,
and the moment before he executes his fatal
refolution, giving, with his ufual tranquillity,
all neceflary orders for the fafety of his friends ;
appears to Seneca, that great preacher of in-
fenfibility, a fpectacle which even the gods
themfelves might behold with pleafure and

~ admiration.

Whenever we meet, in common life, with
any examples of fuch heroic magnanimity, we
are always extremely affeCted. We are more

‘ apt to weep and fhed tears for fuch as, in this

manner, feem to feel nothing for themfelves,
than for thofe who give way to all the weak-
nefs of forrow: and in this particular cafe,
the fympathetic grief of the fpectator appears
to go beyond the original paffion in the per-
fon principally concerned. The friends of
Socrates all wept when he drank the laft po-
tion, while he himfelf exprefled the gaieft
and moft chearful tranquillity. Upon all
fuch occafions the fpectator makes no effort,
and has no occafion to make any, in order to
conquer his fympathetic forrow. He is un<

3 der
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der no fear that it will tranfport him to afy
thing that is extravagant and improper ; he
is rather pleafed” with the fenfibility of his
own heart, and gives way to it with com=
placence and felf-approbation. He gladly
indulges, therefore, the moft melarnicholy
views which can naturally occur to him, con-
cerning the calamity of his friend, for whom,
perhaps, -he never felt fo exquifitely before,
the tender and tearful paffion of love. But it
is quite otherwife with the perfon principally
concerned. He is obliged, as much as pof-
fible, to turn away his eyes from whatever
is cither naturally terrible or difagreeable in his
fituation. Too ferious an attention to thofe
circumftances, he fears, might make fo vio=
lent an impreflion upon him, that he could
no longer keep within the boutids of mode-
ration, or render himfelf the obje& of the
compleat fympathy and approbation of the
fpetators. He fixes his thoughts, therefore,
upon thofe only which are agreeable, the ap-
plaufe and admiration which he is about to
deferve by the heroic magnanimity of his be-
haviour. To feel that he is capable of fo
noble and generous an effort, to feel that in
this dreadful fituation he can ftill aé&t as he
would defire to a&, animates and tranfports
“him with joy, and enables him to fupport
that triumphant gaiety which feems to exult
in the viGtory he thus gains over his misfor-
funes.

On the contrary, he always appears, in
- fome meafure, mean-and defpicable, who is.
G funk
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funk in forrow and dejection upon account of
‘any calamity of his own. We cannot bring
ourfelves to feel for him what he feels for
himfelf, and what, perhaps, we thould feel
for ourfelves if in his fituation : we, therefore,
defpife him ; unjuftly, perhaps, if any fenti-
ment could be regarded as unjuft, to which
we are by nature irrefiftibly determined. The
weaknefs of forrow never appears in any re-
fpe& agreeable, except when it arifes from
what we feel for others more than from what
we feel for ourfelves. A fon, upon the death
of an indulgent and refpectable father, may
give way to it without much blame. His
forrow is chiefly founded upon a fort of fym-
pathy with his departed parent; and we rea-
dily enter into this humane emotion. But if
he fhould indulge the fame weaknefs upon
account of any misfortune which affe@ed him-~
felf only, he would no longer meet with any,
fuch indulgence. If he fhould be reduced
to beggary and ruin, if he fhould be expofed
to the moft dreadful dangers, if he fhould
even be led out to a public execution, and
there fhed one fingle tear upon the fcaffold,
he would difgrace himfelf for ever in the opi-
nion of all the gallant and generous part of
mankind. ‘Their compaffion for him, how-
ever, would be very ftrong, and very fincere ;
but as it would ftill fall fhort of this exceflive
weaknefs, they would have no pardon for the
“man who could thus expofe himfelf in the
eyes of the world. His behaviour would af-
fect them with fhame rather than with far-
: : row ;



Se&. 3. Of PRoPRIETY. 83
row ; and the difhonour which he had thus
brought upon himfelf would appear to them
the moft lamentable circumftance in his mis«
fortune. How did it difgrace the memory of
the intrepid Duke of Biron, who had fo of-
ten braved death in the field, that he wept upon
the fcaffold, when he beheld the ftate towhich
he was fallen, and remembered the favour and
the glory from which his own rafhnefs had {o
unfortunately thrown him. ' :

CHAP. IL

 Of the origin of ambition, and of the diftinétion
of ranks. A

T is bécaufe mankind are difpofed to
I fympathife more entirely with our joy than
with our forrow, that we make parade of
our riches, and conceal our poverty. No=
thing is fo mortifying as to be obliged to ex«
pofe our diftrefs to the view of the public,
and to feel, that though our fituation is open
to the eyes of all mankind, ho mortal con<
ceives for us the half of what we fuffer. Nay,
it is chiefly from this regard to the fenti-
ments of mankind, that we purfue riches
and’ avoid poverty.  For to'what purpof& is
all the toil and buftle of this world ? what is
the end of avarice and ambition, of the pur«
fuit of wealth, of power, and preheminence?
Isit to fupply the neceffities of nature ! The

: G2 wages
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wages of the meaneft labourer can fupply
them. We fee that they afford him food and
cloathing, the comfort of a houfe, and of a
family. If we examine his ceconomy with
rigor, we fhould find that he fpends a great
part of them upon conveniencies, which may
be regarded as fuperfluities, and that, upon
extraordinary occafions, he can give fomething
even to vanity and diftin&tion. What then is
the caufe of our averfion to his fituation, and
‘why fhould thofe who have been educated in
the higher ranks of life, regard it as worfe
than death, to be reduced to live, even with-
out labour, upen the fame fimple fare with
. him, to dwell under the fame lowly roof,
and to be cloathed in the fame humble attire ?
Do they imagine that their ftomach is better,
or their fleep founder in a palace than in 2
cottage ? The eontrary has been {o often ob-
ferved, and, indeed, is fo very obvious, though
it had never been obferved, that there is no
body ignorant of it. From whence, then,
arifes that emulation which runs through all
~ the different ranks of men, and what are the
advantages which we propofe by that great
purpofe of human life which we call better-
ing our condition? To be obferved, to be
attended to, to be taken notice of with {ym-
pathy, complacency and approbation, are all
the advantages which we can propofe to de-
rive from it. It is the vanity, not the eafe,
or the pleafure, which interefts us. But va-
nity is always founded upon the belief of our
being the objet of attention and approba-

) tion.
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tion. The rich man glories in his riches, -
becaufe he feels that they naturally draw upon
him the attention of the world, and that man-
kind are difpofed to go along with him in
all thofe agreeable emotions with which the
advantages of his fituation fo readily infpire
him. At the thought of this, his heart {feems
to fwell and dilate itfelf within him, and he
is fonder of his wealth, upon this account,
than for all the other advantages it procures
him. The poor man, on the contrary} is
athamed of his poverty. He feels that it
either places him out of the fight of mankind,
or, that if they take any notice of him, they
have, however, fcarce any fellow-feeling with
the mifery and diftrefs which he fuffers. He
is mortified upon both accounts ; for though
to be overlooked, and to be difapproved of, are
things entirely different, yet as obfcurity co-
vers us from the daylight of honour and ap-
probation, to feel that we are taken no no-
tice of, neceflarily damps the moft agreeable
hope, and difappoints the moft ardent defire,
of human nature. The poor man goes out
and comes in unheeded, and when in the mid{t
of a croud is in the fame obfcurity as if fhut
up in his own hovel. Thofe humble cares
and painful attentions which occupy thofe in
his fituation, afford no amufement to the diffi-
pated and the gay. They turn away their
eyes from him, or if the extremity of his dif-
trefs forces them to look at him, it is only to
fpurn fo difagreeable an obje¢t from among
them. The fortunate and the proud won-

G 3 _ der
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der at the infolence of human wretchednefs,
that it fhould dare to prefent itfelf before
them, and with the loathfome afpe& of its
mifery, prefume to difturb the ferenity of their
happinefs. The man of rank and diftinion,
on the contrary, is obferved by all the world.
Every body is eager to look at him, and to
conceive, at leaft by fympathy, that joy and
exultation with which his circumftances na-
turally infpire him. His actions are the ob-
je&s of the public care. Scarce a word,
fcarce a gefture, can fall from him that is al-
together negle¢ted. In a great affembly he
is the perfon upon whom all diret their
eyes ; it is upon him that their paffions feem
all to wait with expectation, in order to re-
ceive that movement and direGion which he
fhall imprefs upon them ; and if his behavi~
our is not altogether abfurd, he has, every
~ moment, an opportunity of interefting man-
kind, and of rendering himfelf the object of
the obfervation . and fellow-feeling of every
body about him. It is this, which netwith-
ftanding the reftraint it impofes, notwith-
ftanding the lofs of liberty with which it is
attended, renders greatnefs the object of envy,
and compenfates, in the opinion of mankind,
all that toil, all that anxiety, all thofe mortifi-
cations which muft be undergone in the pur-
fuit of it; and what is of yet more confe-
quence, all that leifure, all that eafe, all that
carelefs fecurity, which are forfeited for eveg
by the acquifition,

, When
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- When we confider the condition of the
great, in thofe delufive colours in which the
imagination is apt to paint it, it feems to be
almoft the abftra® idea of a perfect and hap-
" py ftate. It is the very ftate which, in all
our waking dreams and idle reveries, we had
fketched out to ourfelves as the final object
of all our defires. We feel, therefore, a pe-
“culiar fympathy with the fatisfaction of thofe
who are in it. We favour all their inclina-
tions, and forward all their withes. What
pity, we think, that any thing fhould fpoil
and corrupt fo agreeable a fituation! We
could even with them immortal ; and it feems
hard to us, that death fhould at laft put an
end to fuch perfet enjoyment. It is cruel,
we think, in nature, to compel them from
their exalted ftations, to that humble, but
hofpitable home, which fhe has provided for
all her children. Great King, live for ever !
is the compliment, which, affer the manner
of ecaftern adulation, we fhould readily make
them, if experience did not teach us its ab-
furdity. Every calamity that befals them,
every injury that is done them, excites in the
breaft of the fpectator ten times more com-
pafiion and refentment than he would have
felt, had the fame things happened to other
men. It is the misfortunes of Kings only
which afford the proper fubjects for tragedy.
They refemble, in this refpe&, the misfor-
tunes of lovers. -~ Thofe two fituations are the
chief which intereft us upon the theatre ; be-
caufe, in fpite of all that reafon and expe-
' ' G 4 rience
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rience can tell us to the contrary, the preju—
dices of the imagination attach to thefe twa
ftates a happinefs fuperior to any other. To
difturb, or toput an end to fuch perfet en—
1oyment, feems to be the moft atrocious of
all injuries. ‘The traitor who confpires againfk
the life of his monarch, is thaught a greater
monfter than any other murderer, All the
innocent blood that was thed in the civil wars,,
provoked lefs indignation than the death of
Charles I, A ftranger to human nature, who
faw the indifference of men about the mifery
of their inferiors, and the regret and indig-
nation which they feel for the misfortunes
and fufferings of thofe above them, would be
apt to imagine, that pain muft be more ago-
nizing, and the convulfions of death more
terrible to perfons of high rank, than to thofe
of meaner ftations.

Upon this difpofition of mankind, to go
along with all the paffions of the rich and the
owerful, is founded the diftin&ion of ranks,
and the order of fociety. Our obfequioufnefs
to our fuperiors more frequently arifes from
- our admiration for the advantages of their
~ fituation, than from any private expectations.
- of benefit from their good-will. Their bene-
fits can extend but to a few; but their for-
tunes intereft ‘almoft every body We are
eager to affift them in compleating a fyftem
of happinefs that approaches fo near to per-
feltion ; and we defire to ferve them for their
own fake, without any other recompence but

the vamty or the honour of obliging them.,
. Neither
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Neither is our deference to their inclinations
founded chiefly, or altogether, upon a regard
to the utility of fuch fubmiffion, and to the
order of fociety, which is beft fupported by
it. Even when the order of fociety feems to
require that we fhould oppofe them, we can
hardly bring ourfelves to do it. That kings
are the fervants of the people, to be obeyed,
refifted, depofed, or punithed, as the public
conveniency may require, is the do&rine of
reafon and philofophy ; but it is not the
do&rine of nature. Nature would teach us
to fubmit to them, for their own fake, to
tremble and bow down before their exalted
ftation, to regard their fmile asa reward fuf-
ficient to compenfate any fervices, and to dread
their difpleafure, though no other evil was
to follow from it,.as the fevereft of all morti-
fications. To treat them in any refpe&t as
men, to reafon and difpute with them upon
ordinary occafions, requires fuch refolution,
that there are few men whofe magnanimity
can fupport them in it, unlefs they are like-
wife afiifted by familiarity and acquaintance.
The ftrongeft motives, the moft furious paf-
fions, fear, hatred and refentment, are {carce
fufficient to balance this natural difpofition
to refpe®t them: and their condu& muft,
either juftly or unjuftly, have excited the
higheft degree of all thofe paflions, before
+ the bulk of the people can be brought to op-
pofe them with violence, or to defire to fee
them either punithed or depofed. Even
when the pegple have been brought this leagth,

they
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they are apt to relent every moment, and eafily
~ gelapfe into their habitual ftate of deference
to tﬁofe whom they have been accultomed to °
Yook upon as their natural fuperiors. They
cannot ftand the mortification of their mo-
narch. Compaffion foon takes the place of
refentment, they forget all paft provocations,
their old principles of loyalty revive, and they
run to re-eftablith the ruined authority of
their old mafters, with the fame violence with
which they had oppofed it. The death of
Charles I. brought aboat the Reftoration of
the royal family. Compaffion for James II.
whc‘:{c was feized by the populace in mak-
ing his efcape on fhip-board, had almoft pre-
vented the revolution, and made it go on more
heavily than before. , '

Do the great feem infenfible of the eafy
price at which they may acquire the public
admiration ; or do they feem to imagine that -
to them, asto other men, it muit be the pur-
chafe cither of fweat or of blood? By what
important accomplithments is the young no-
bleman inftruted to fupport the dignity of
his rank, and to render himfelf worthy of
that fuperiority over his fellow citizens, to
which the virtue of his anceftors had raifed
them ? Is it by knowledge, by induftry, by

atience, by felf-denial, or by virtue of any
Kind? As all his words, as all his motions
are attended to, he learns an habitual regard
to every circumftance of ordinary behaviour,
“and ftudies to perform all thofe fmall duties
with the moft exatt propriety. As he is
confcious
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confcious how much he is obferved, and how
much mankind are difpofed to favour all his
* inclinations, he as, upon the moft indif-
ferent occafions, with that freedom and ele-
vation which the thought of this naturally in-
fpires. His air, his manner, his deportment,
all mark that elegant apnd graceful fenfe of his
own fuperiority, which thofe who are born
to inferior ftations can hardly evér arrive at :
thefe are the arts by which he propofes to
make manknd more eafily fubmit to his au-
thority, and to govern their inclinations ac-
cording to his own pleafure: and in this he
is feldom difappointed. Thefe arts, fup-
ported by rank and preheminence, are, upon
ordinary occafions, fufficient to govern the
world. Lewis X1V. during the greater part
of his reign, was regarded, not only in France,
but over all Europe, as the moft perfe® mo-
del of a great prince. But what were the
talents and virtues by which he acquired this
great reputation ? Was it by the fcrupuloua
and inflexible juftice of all his undertakings,
by the immenfe dangers and difficulties with
which they were attended, or by the unwea~
ried and unrelenting application with which
he purfued them ! Was it by his extenfive
knowledge, by his exquifite judgment, or by
his heroic valour ? It was by none of thefe
qualities. But he was, firft of all, the mofh
werful prince in Europe, and confequently
Ke)]d the higheft rank among kings ; and then,
fays his hiftorian, ¢ he furpaffed all his cous-
f¢ tiers in the gracefulne,fs of his fhape,. agd
({4 t e
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« the majeftic beauty of his features. The
<« found of his voice, noble and aﬁ'e&mg,
« gained thofe hearts which his prefence in-
« timidated. He had a ftep and a deport-
«¢ ment which could fuit only him and his
« rank, and which would have been ridi-
« culous in any other perfon. The emba-
«¢ raflment which he occafioned to thofe who
¢« fpoke to him, flattered that fecret fatif-
¢« faGtion with which he felt his own fupe-
¢ riority. The old officer, who was con-
¢« founded and faultered in afking him a fa-
¢ your, and not being able to conclude his
¢ difcourfe, faid to him: Sir, your majefty,
¢« I hope, will believe that I do not tremble
¢¢ thus before your enemies : had no diffi-
¢ culty to obtain what he demanded.” Thefe
frivolous accomplifhments, fupported by his
rank, and, no doubt too, by a degree of other
talents and virtues, which feems, however,
not to have been much above mediocrity, efta-
blithed this prince in the efteem of his own
age, and have drawn, even from pofterity,
a good deal of refpect for his memory. Com-
ﬁamd with thefe, in his own times, and in

is own prefence, no other virtue, it feems,
appeared to have any merit. Knowledge,
induftry, valour and beneficence, trembled,
were abafhed and loft all dignity before
them.

But it is not by accomplifhments of this
kind, that the man of inferior rank muft
hope to diftinguifh himfelf. ~Politenefs is fo
much the virtue of the great, that it will c{o

: ~little
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little honour to any body but themfelves. The
coxcomb, who imitates their manner, and
affe@s to be eminent by the fuperior proprie

of his ordinary behaviour, is rewarded with
a double fhare of contempt for his folly and
prefumption. Why fhould the man, whom
nobody thinks it worth while to look at, be
very anxious about the manner in which he
holds up his head, or difpofes of his arms
while he walks through a room ? He is oc-
cupied furely with a very fuperfluous atten-
tion, and with an attention too that marks a
fenfe of his own importance, which no other
mortal can go along with. The moft perfe®
modefty and plainnefs, joined to as much
negligence as is confiftent with the re-
fpect due to the company, ought to be
the chief characteriftics of the behaviour of a
private man. If ever he hopes to diftinguith
himfelf, it muft be by more important vir-
tues. He muft acquire dependants to balance
the dependants of the great, and he has no
other fund to pay them from, but the labour
of his body, and the adivity of his' mind.
He mutft cultivate thefe therefore : he muft
acquire fuperior knowledge in his profeflion,
and fuperior induftry in the exercife of it. He
muft be patient in labour, refolute in danger,
and firm in diftrefs. Thefe talents he muit
bring into public view, by the difficulty, im-
portance, and, at the fame time, good judg-
ment of his undertakings, and by the fevere
and unrelenting application with which he
purfues them. Probity and prudence, gene-

rofity
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rofity and franknefs, muft chara@erife hid
behaviour upon all ordinary oecafions; and
he mautft, at the fame time, be forward to en-
gage in all thofe fituations, in which it re-
quires the greateft talents and virtues to act
with propriety, but in which the greateft ap~
plaufe is to be acquired by thofe who can
~ acquit themfelves with honour. With what
smpatience does the man of fpirit and ambi-
tion, who is deprefled by his fituation, look
sound for fome great opportunity to diftin~
guith himfelf ? No circumftances, which can’
afford this, appear to him undefireable. He
even looks forward with fatisfation to the
profpet of foreign war," or civil diffenfion ;
and, with fecret tranfport and delight, fees
through all the confufion and bloodthed which
attend them, the probability of thofe withed
for occafions prefenting themfelves, in which
he may draw upon himfelf the attention and
admiration of mankind. The man of rank
and diftin&ion, on the contrary, whofe whole
glory confifts in. the propriety of his ordinary -
behaviour, who is contented with the humble
renown which this can afford him, and has
no talents to dcquire any other, is unwilling
to embarafs himfelf with what can be at-
tended either with difficulty or diftrefs. To
figure at a ball is his great triumph, and to
fucceed in an intrigue of gallantry, his higheft
exploit. He has an averfion to all publick
confufions; not from the love of mankind,
for the great never look upon their inferiors
as their fellow-creatures ; nor yet from want’

of
4
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of courage, for in that he is feldom defec-
tive ; but from a confcioufnefs that he pof-
fefles none of the virtues which are required
in fuch fituations, and that the publick at-
tention will certainly be drawn away from
him by others. He may be willing to expofe
himfelf to fome little danger, and to make a
campaign when it happens to be the fathion.
But he fhudders with horror at the thought
of any fituation which demands the continual
and long exertion of patience, induftry, for-
titude, and application of thought. Thefe
virtues are hardly ever to be met with in men
who are born to thofe high ftations. In all

overnments accordingly, even in monarchies,
510 higheft offices are generally pofiefled, and
the whole detail of the admumniftration con-
ducted by men who were educated in the
middle and inferior ranks of life, who have
been carried forward by their own induft
and abilities, though loaded with the jealoufy,
and oppofed by the refentment of all thofe
who were born their fuperiors, and to whom
the great, after having regarded them firft
with contempt, and afterwards with envy,
are at laft contented to truckle with the fame
abje® meannefs with which they defire that
the reft of mankind thould behave to them-
felves.

It is the lofs of this eafy empire over the
affeGions of mankind which .renders the fall
from greatnefs fo infupportable. When the
family of the King of Macedon was led in
triumph by Paulus Amilius, their misfor-

. tunes,
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tunegs, it is faid, made them divide with their
conqueror the attention of the Roman people.
The fight of the royal children, whofe tender
age rendered them infenfible of their fituation,
ftruck the fpeators, amidft the public re+
joicings and profperity, with.the tendereft
forrow and compaffion. The King appeared
next in the proceflion ; and feemed like one
confounded and - aftonithed, and bereft of all
fentiment, by the greatnefs of his calami-
ties. His friends and minifters followed af-
ter him. As they moved along, they often
caft their eyes upon their,fallen fovereign,
and always burftinto tears at the fight; their
whole behaviour demonftrating that they
thought not of their own misfortunes, but
were occupied entirely by the fuperior great-
nefs of his. The generous Romans, on the
contrary, beheld him with difdain and indig-
nation, and regarded as unworthy of all com-
paffion the man who could be fo mean-fpirit«
ed as to bear to live under fuch calamities.
Yet what did thofe calamities amount to ?
According to the greater part of hiftorians, he
was to fpend the remainder of his days, un~
der the protection of a ll‘fowerful and humane
people, in a ftate which in itfelf thould feem
worthy of envy, a ftate of plenty, eafe, lei-
fure, and fecurity, from which it was im-
pofiible for him even by his own folly to fall.
But he was no longer to be furrounded by
that admiring mob of fools, flatterers, and
dependants, who had formerly been accuf-
tomed to attend upon all his motions. He

was
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was no longer to be gazed upon by multitudes,
nor to have it in his power to render himfelf
the obje&t of their refped, their gratitude,
their love, their admiration. The paffions
of nations were no longer to mould them{elves
upon his inclinations. 'This was that infup-
portable calamity which bereaved the King of
all {fentiment ; which made his friends forget
their own misfortunes ; and which the Ro-
man magnanimity could fcarce conceive how
any man could be fo mean-{pirited as to bear

to furvive, e o
¢ Love, fays my Lord Rochfaucault, is

< commonly fucceeded by ambition; but
<¢ ambition 1s hardly ever fucceeded by love.”
That paffion, when once it has got intire pof~
feflion of the breaft, will admit neither a ri-
val nor a fuecceflor. To thofe who have
been accuftomed to the pofleffion, or even to
the hope of public admiration, all other plea-
fures ficken and decay. Of all the difcarded
ftatefmen who for their own eafe have ftudi=
ed to get the better of ambition, and to de-
fpife thole honours which they could no
longer arrive at, how few have been able to
fucceed ? The greater part have fpent their
time in the moft liftlefs and infipid indolence,
chagrined at the thoughts of their own in-
fignificancy, incapable of being interefted in
the occupations of private life, without en=
joyment except wheri they talkéd of their for=
mer greatnefs, and without fatisfattion except
when they were employed in fome vain pro=
je& torecover it. Are you in earneft refolved
: - névef
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never to barter your liberty for the lordly fer-
vitude of a Court, but to live free, fearlefs,
ahd independant ? There feems to be one
way to continue in that virtuous refolution ;
and perhaps but one. Never enter the place
from - whence fo few have been able to re-
turn ; never come within the circle of ambi-
tion ; nor ever bring yourfelf into comparifon
with thofe mafters of the earth who have al-
ready engrofled the attention of half mankind
before you. ,
. Of fuch mighty importance does it appear
to be, in the imaginations of men, to ftand
in that fituation which fets them moft in the
view of general fympathy and attention. And
- thus, place, that great obje&t which divides
the wives of aldermen, is the end of half the
labours of human life ; and is the caufe of all
the tumult and buftle, all the rapineandin- -
juftice, which avarice and ambition have in-
" troduced into this world. People of fenfe,
it is faid, indeed defpife place ; that is, they
defpife fitting at the head of the table, and
are indifferent who it is that is pointed out to
the company by that frivolous circumftance,
which the fmalleft advantage is capable of
9verbalancing. But rank, diftin&ion, pre-
eminence, no man defpifes, unlefs he is either
raifed very much above, or funk very much
" below, the ordinary ftandard of human na-
ture ; unlefs he is either {o confirmed in wif-
dom and real philofophy, as to be fatisfied that,
while the propriety of his condu¢t renders
him the juft object of approbation, it is of
' little
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little confequence though he be neither at-
tended to, nor approved of ; or {o habituated
to the idéa of his own meannefs, fo funk
in flothful and fottith indifference, as intirely
to have forgot the defire, and almoft the very
wifh, for fuperiority.

CHAP. I
Of the floical philsfophy.

HEN we examine in this manner into

the ground of the different degrees

of eftimation which mankind arc apt to be-
ftow upon the different conditions of life,
we fhall find, that the exceflive preference,
which they generally give to fome of them
above others, is in a great meafure without
any foundation. If to be able to a& with
propriety, and to render ourfelves the proper
objects of the approbation of mankind, be, as
we have been endeavouring to fthow, what
chiefly recommends to us one condition above
another, this may equally be attairied in them
all. The nobleft propricty of conduct may
be fupported in adverfity, as well as in pro-
fperity ; and though it is fomewhat more dif-
ficult in the firft, it is upon that very account
more admirable. Perils and misfortunes are
not only the proper fchool of heroifin, they
are the only proper theatrc which can exhibit
its virtue to advantage, and draw upon it the
- full applaufe of the world. The man, whofe
H 2 whole
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whole life has been one even and uninter-
rupted courfe of profperity, who never braved
any danger, who never encountered any dif-
ficulty, who never furmounted any diftrefs,
can excite but an inferior degree of admira-
tion. When poets and romance-writers en-
deavour to invent a train of adventures, which
fhall give the greateft luftre to thofe characters
for whom they mean to intereft us, they are
all of a different kind. They are rapid and
fudden changes of fortune, fituations the moft
apt to drive thofe who are in them to frenzy
and diftraGion, or to abje&t defpair; but in
which their heroes a& with fo much pro-
pricty, or at leaft with fo much fpirit and
undaunted refolution, as ftill to command
our efteem. Is not the unfortunate magna-
nimity of Cato, Brutus, and Leonidas, as
much the obje¢t of admiration, .as that of the
{uccefsful Cafar or Alexander? To a gene-
‘rous mind, therefore, ought it not to be as
much the object of envy ? If a more dazzling
plendor feems to attend the fortunes of fuc-
cefsful conquerors, it is becaufe they join
together the advantages of both fituations,
the luftre of profperity to the high admira-
tion which is excited by dangers encountered,
and difficulties furmounted, with intrepidity
and valour. : .
It was upon this account that, according
to the ftoical philofophy, to a wife man all
the different conditions of life were equal.
Nature, they faid, had recommended fome
objects to our choice, and others to our dif-
' approbation,
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approbation. ~ Our primary appetites directed
us to the purfuit of health, ftrength, eafe,
and perfection, in all the qualities of mind
and body ; and of whatever could promote or
fecure thefe, riches, power, authority : and
the fame original principle taught us to avoid
the contrary.  But in chufing or rejecting, in
preferring or poftponing, thofe firft objetts
of original appetite and averfion, nature had
likewife taught us, that there was a certain
order, propriety, and grace, to be obferved,
of infinitely greater confequence to happinefs
and perfection, than the attainment of thofe
objects themfelves. The obje&ts of our pri-
-mary appetites or averfions were to be purfued
or avoided, chiefly becaufe a regard to this
grace and propriety required fuch condué.
In dire&ing all our aGtions according to thefe,
confifted the happinefs and glory of human
nature. In departing from thofe rules which
they prefcribed to us, its greateft wretched-
nefs and moft compleat depravity. ‘The out-
ward appearance of this order and propriety
was iadeed more eafily maintained in fome
circumftances than in others. Toa fool, how-
ever, to one whofe paffions were fubjected to no
_proper controul, to a¢ with real grace and
propriety, was equally impoflible in every
fituation. Though the giddy multitude
might admire him, though his vanity might .
" fometimes be elated by their ignorant praifes
into fomething that refembled felf-approba-
tion, yet ftill when he turned his view to
what paflfed within his own breaft, he was

H 3 fecretly
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fecretly confcious to himfelf of the abfurdity
and meannefs of all his motives, and inwardly
bluthed and trembled at the thoughts of the
contempt which he knew he deferved, and
which mankind would certam]y beftow upon
himif they faw his conduct in thelightin which
in his own heart he was obliged to regard it.
To a wife man, on the contrary, to one whofe
pafiions were all brought under perfe&t fub-

- je&ion to the ruling pr1nc1ples of his nature,

to reafon and the love of propriety, to act fo
as to deferve approbation was equally eafy
upon all occafions. Was he in profperlty,
he returned thanks to Jupiter for having join-
ed him with circumftances which were eafily
maftered, and in which there was little temp-
tation to do wrong. Was he in adverfity,

‘he equally returned thanks to the direc-

tor of this fpe@acle of human life, for having
oppofed to llu)xm a vigorous athlete, over whom,
though the conteft was likely to be more
violent, the victory was more glorious, and
equally certain. Can there be any fhame in
that diftrefs which is brought upon us without
any fault of our own, and in which we be-
have with perfe& propriety ? There can,
therefore, be no evil, but, on the contrary,
the greateft good and advantage. A brave
man e\u'ts in thofe dangers, in which, from
no rafhnefs of his own, his fortune has in- -
volved him. They afford an opportunity of
excrcifing that heroic intrepidity, whofe ex-
ertion gives the exalted delight which flows

- from the comcmu{nefs of fuperior propriety

and



Se&. 3. Of PRoOPRIETY. 103

and deferved admiration. One who is mafter
of all his exercifes has no averfion to meafure
his ftrength and aétivity with the ftrongeft.
And in the fame manner, one who is mafter
of all his paffions, does not dread any cir-
cumftances in which the fuperintendent
of the univerfe may think proper to place
him. The bounty of that divine being has
provided him with virtues which render him
fuperior to every fituation. If it is pleafure,
he has temperance to refrain from it ; if it is
pain, he has conftancy to bear it; if it is
danger or death, he has magnanimity and for-
titude to defpife it. He never complains of
the deftiny of providence, nor thinks the
univerfe in confufion when hec is out of order.
He does not look upon himfelf, according to
what felf-love would fuggeft, as a whole,
feparated and detached from every other part
of nature, to be taken care of by itfelf, and
foritfelf. He regards himfelfin the light in
which he imagines the great Genius of hu-
man nature, and of the world regards him.
He enters, if I may fay fo, into the fenti-
ments of that Divine Being, and confiders
himfelf as an atom, a particle, of animmenfe
and infinite fyftem, which muft, and ought
to be difpofed of, according to the conveni-
ency of the whole. Affured of the wifdom
which dire@s all the events of human life,
whatever lot befalls him, he accepts it with
joy, fatisfied that, if he had known all the
connexions and dependencies of the diffcrent

H 4 parts
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parts of the univerfe, it is the very lot which
he himfelf would have wifhed for. Ifit is
life, he is contented tolive : andif itis death,
"as nature muft have no further occafion for
his prefence here, he willingly goes where
-he is appointed. I accept, faid a ftoical phi-
lofopher, withequal joy and fatisfaction, what-
ever fortune can befal me. Riches or po-
verty, pleafure or pain, health or ficknefs,
all is alike : nor would I defire that the Gods
" fhould in any refpe&t change my deftination.
If I was to afk of them any thing, beyond
~ what their bounty has already beftowed, it
fhould be that they would inform me before-
hand what it was their pleafure fhould be
done with me, that I might of my own ac-
cord place myfelf in this fituation, and de-
monftrate the chearfulnefs with which I em-
braced their allotment. If T am going to
fail, fays Epictetus, I chufe the beft thip, and
the beft pilot, and I wait for the faireft weather
that my circumftances and duty will allow.
Prudence and propriety, the principles which
the Gods have given me for the dire&ion of
my condud, require this of me ; but they
require no more : and if, notwithftanding, a
ftorm arifes, which neither the ftrength of
the veffel, nor the fkill of the pilot are likely
to withftand, I give myfelf no trouble about
the confequence. All that I had to do, is
done already. The dire¢tors of my condu&
never command me to be miferable, to be
anxious, defponding, or afraid. Whether we

are
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are to be drowned, ot to come to .a harbour, is
the bufinefs of Jupiter, not mine. Ileave it
intirely to his determination, nor ever break
my reft with confidering which wayhe is likely
‘to decide it, but receive whatever comes
with equal indifference and fecurity. -
Such was the philofophy of the ftoics; a
philofophy which affords the nobleft leflons
‘of magnanimity, is the beft {chool of heroes
and patriots, and to the greater part of whofe
precepts there can be no other objection, ex-
cept that honourable one, that they teach us
to aim at a perfeion altogether beyond the
reach of human nature. I fhall not at prefent
ftop to examine it. I fhall only obferve, in
confirmation of what has formerly been faid,
that the moft dreadful calamities are not al-
ways thofe which it is moft difficult to fup-
port. It is often more mortifying to ap-
pear in publick, under fmall difafters, than
under great misfortunes. The firft excite no
fympathy ; but the fecond, though they may
excite none that approaches to the anguith of
the fufferer, call forth, however, a very lively
compaflion. The fentiments of the fpectators
are, in this laft cafe, therefore, lefs wide
of thofe of the fufferer, and their imperfe&
fellow-feeling lends him fome affiftance in
fupporting his mifery. Before a gay aflfembly,
a gentleman would be more mortified to ap-
ear covered with filth and rags than with .
lood and wounds. This laft fituation would
- intereft their pity ; the other would provoke
their
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their laughter. The judge who orders a cri-
minal to be fet in the pillory, difthonours him
more than if he had condemned him to the
fcaffold.  The great prince, who, fome years
ago, caned a geheral officer at the head of his
army, difgraced him irrecoverably. The

unithment would have been much lefs had
ﬁe thot him through the body. By the laws

.of honour, to ftrike with a cane dithonours,

to ftrike with a fword does not, for an obvi-

ous reafon. Thofe flighter punithments,

when infli¢ted on a gentleman, to whom dif-
honour is the greateft of all evils, come to be
regarded among a humane and generous peo-
ple, as the moft dreadful of any. With re-
gard to perfons of that rank, therefore, they

‘are univerfally laid afide, and the law, while

it takes their life upon many occafions, re-
fpets their honour upon almoft all. To
{courge a perfon of quality, or to fet him in
the pillory, upon account of any crime what-
ever, is a brutality of which no European go-
vernment, except that of Ruffia, is capable.
A brave man is not rendered contemptible
by being brought to the fcaffold ; he is, by
being fet in the pillory. His behaviour in
the one fituation may gain him univerfal ef-
teem and admiration. No behaviour in the
other can render him agreeable. The fym-
pathy of the fpectators fupports him in the
one cafe, and faves him from that thame, that

- confcioufnefs that his mifery is felt by him-

felf only, which is of all fentiments the moft
o unfup-
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unfupportable. There is no fympathy in
the other ; or, if there is any, it is not
with his pain, which is a trifle, but with his
~ confcioufnefs of the want of fympathy with
which this pain is attended. It is with his
thame, not with his forrow. Thofe whe
pity him, bluth and hang down their heads
for him. He droops in the fame manner, and
feels himfelf irrecoverably degraded by the
punifhment, though not bK the crime. The "
man, on the contrary, who dies with refo-
lution, as he is naturally regarded with the
ere&t afpet of efteem and approbation, fo he
wears himfelf the fame undaunted counte-
nance ; and, if the crime does not deprive
him of the refpe& of others, the punithment
never will. He has no fufpicion that his
fituation is the object of contempt or derifion
to any body, and he can, with propriety, af-
fume the air, not only of perfect ferenity, but
of triumph and exultation.

« Great dangers, fays the Cardinal de
¢« Retz, have their charms, becaufe there is
«« fome glory to be got, even when we mif-
« carry. But moderate. dangers have no-
« thing but what is horrible, becaufe the
¢ lofs of reputation always attends the want
« of fuccefs.” His maxim has the fame
foundation with what we have been juft now
obferving, with regard to punifhments.

Human virtue is {uperior to pain, to po-"
verty, to danger, and to death; nor does it
even require its utmoft efforts to defpifc them.

But
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But to have its mifery expofed to infult and

* derifion, to be led in triumph, to be fet up
for the hand of fcorn to point at, is a fitua-
tion in which its conftancy is much more apt
to fail. Compared with the contempt of
mankind, all other evils are eafily fupport-
cd. |

PART



PART IL

Of Mer1T and DeEMERIT ; or, of
the Obje&ts of REwaARrRD and
PuNIisHMENT.

Confifting of three SEcTI0NS.

SECTION 1L

Of the fenfe of merit and demerit.

INTRODUCTION."

HERE is another fet of qualities

afcribed to the actions and condu& of
mankind, diftin& from their propriety or
impropriety, their decency or ungracefulnefs,
and which are the objes of a diftin¢t fpecies
of approbation and difapprobation. Thefe are
merit and demerit, the qualities of deferving .
reward, and of deferving punithment.

It has already been obferved, that the fen-
timent or affection of the heart, from which
any action proceeds, and upon which its whole
. virtue or vice depends, may be confidered

under two different afpets, or in two different

relations : firft, in relation to the caufe ot
_obje& which excites it; and, fccondliy
, relation
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relation to the end which it propofes, or to
the effe@ which it tends to produce: that
upon the fuitablenefs or unfuitablenefs, upon
the proportion or difproportion, which the
affeGion feems to bear to the caufe or object
which excites it, depends the propriety or
impropriety, the decency or ungracefulnefs
of the confequent action; and that upon the
beneficial or hurtful effeés which the affec~
tion " propofes or tends to produce, depends
the merit or demerit, the good or ill defert
of the a&ion to which 1t gives occafion.
Wherein confifts our fenfe of the propriety
or impropriety of actions, has been explained
in the former part of this difcoure. We
come now to confider, wherein confifts that
of their good or ill defert.

CHAP I

“That whatever appears to be the proper objet
of gratitude, appears to deferve reward 5 and
that, in the fame manner, whatever appears
to be the proper object of refentment, appears
to deferve punifbment.

O us, therefore, that acion muft ap--

pear to deferve reward, which appears
to be the proper and approved obje& of that
fentiment, which moft immediately and di-
reCtly prompts us to reward, or to do good
"to ancther. And in the fame manner, that
attion muft appear to deferve punithment,

7 which
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which appears to be the proper and approved
obje@ of that fentiment which moft imme-

diately and direGly prompts us to punith, or
to infli& evil upon another.

The fentiment which moft immediately
and diretly prompts us to reward, is grati-
tude ; that which moft immediately and di-
rectly prompts us to punifh, is refentment.

To us, therefore, that aGion muft appear
2o deferve reward, which appears to be the
- proper and approved object of gratitude ; as,
on the other hand, that action muft appear to
deferve punithment, which appears to be the

- proper and approved object of refentment.
" To reward, is to recompenfe, to remune-
rate, to return good for good received. To
unifh, too, is to recompenfe, to remune-
rate, though in a different manner; it is to
return evil for evil that has been done. _
" There are fome other paffions, befides
gratitude and refentment, which intereft us
in the happinefs or mifery of others; but
there are none which fo diretly excite us to
be the inftruments of either. The love and
efteem which grow upon acquaintance and
habitual approbation, neceffarily lead us to
be pleafed with the good fortune of the man
who is the obje& of fuch agreeable emotions,
and’ confequently, to be willing to lend a
hand to promote it. Our love, however, is
fully fatisfied, though his good fortune thould
be brought about without our affiftance. All
that this paffion defires is to fee him happy,
without regarding who was the author of his
‘ profperity.
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rofperity. But gratitude is not to be fatif-
ged in this manner. If the perfon to whom
we owe many obligations, is made happy
without our affiftance, though it pleafes our
love, it does not content our gratitude. Till
we have recompenfed him, till we ourfelves
have been inftrumental in promoting his hap-
pinefs, we feel ourfelves ftill loaded with that
debt which his paft fervices have laid upon
us. :
The hatred and diflike, in the fame man=
ner, which grow upon habitual difapproba-
tion, would often lead us to take a malicious
pleafure in the misfortune of the man whofe
conduct and charadter excite fo painful a paf~
fion. But though diflike and hatred harden
us againft all {ympathy, and {ometimes dif-
pofé us even to rejoice at the diftrefs of ano-
ther, yet, if there is no refentment in the
cafe, if neither We nor our friends have re-
ceived any great perfonal provocation, thefe
paffions would not naturally lead us to with
to be inftrumental in bringing it about. Tho’
we could fear no punifhment in confequence
of our having had fome hand in it, we would
rather that it fhould happen by other means.
'To one urider the dominion of violent hatred
it would be agreeable, perhaps, to hear, that
the perfon whom he abhorred and detefted
was killed by fome accident. But if he had
the leaft fpark of juftice, which, though this
paffion is not very favourable to virtue, he
might ftill have, it would hurt him excef-
fively to have been himfelf; even without
' defign,
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defign, the occafion of this misfortune. Much
more would the very thought of voluntarily
contributing to it fhock him beyond all mea-
fure. He would rejec with horror even the
imagination of fo execrable a defign ; and if
he could imagine himfelf capable of fuch an
enormity, he would begin to regard himfelf
in the fame odious light in which he had
confidered the perfon who was the object of
his diflike. But it is quite otherwife with
refentment : if the perfon who had done us
fome great injury, who had murdered our
father or our brother, for example, fhould
foon afterwards die of a fever, or even be
brought to the fcaffold upon account of fome
other crime, though it might footh our ha-
tred, it would not fully gratify our refent-
ment. Refentment would prompt us to de-
fire, not only that he thould be punifhed, but
that he thould be punifhed by our means, and
upon account of that particular injury which he
had done to us. Refentment cannot be fully
gratified, unlefs the offender is not only made
to grieve in his turn, but to grieve for that par-
ticular wrong which we havefuffered fromhim.
He muft be made to repent and be forry for
this very action, that others, through fear of
the like punithment, may be terrified from
being guilty of the like offence. The natu-
ral gratification of this paffion tends, of its
own accord, to produce all the political ends
of punithment; the correction of the crimi-
nal, and the example to the public.
Gratitude
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Gratitude and refentment, therefore, are
the fentiments which moft immediately and
diretly prompt to reward and to punith. To
us, therefore, he muft appear to deferve re-
~ward, who appears to be the proper and ap-
proved object of gratitude ; and he to deferve
punifhment, who appears to be that of refent-
ment.

CHAP IL
Of the proper objels of gratitude and refentment.

O be the proper and approved obje&t

! either of gratitude or refentment, can
mean nothing but to be the obje& of that

-gratitude, and of that refentment, which na-
turally feems proper, and is approved of.

But thefe, as well as all the other paffions
of human nature, feem proper and are ap-
proved of, when the heart of every impartial
fpectator intirely f{ympathifes with them,
when every indifferent by-ftander intirely
enters into, and goes along with them.

He, therefore, appears to deferve reward,
who, to fome perfon or perfons, is the na-
tural object of a gratitude which every human
heart is difpofed to beat time to, and thereby
apploaud : and he, on the other hand, appears
to deferve punifhment, who in the fame
manner is to fome perfon or perfons the natu-

“ral object of a refentment which the breaft of
every reafonable man is ready to adopt and
fympathife with. To us, furely, that action

mutt
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muft appear to deferve reward, which every
body who knows of it would with to reward,
and therefore delights to fee rewarded : and
that action muft as furely appear to deferve
punithment, which every body who hears of
it is angry with, and upon that account re=
joices to fee punifhed. »

1. As we fympathife with the joy of our
companions when in profperity, fo we join
with them in the complacency and fatisfac=
tion with which they naturally regard what=
ever is the:caufe of their good fortune. We
enter into the love and affe@ion which they
conceive for it, and begin to love it too. We
thould be forry for their fakes if it was deftroy=-
ed, or even if it was placed at too great a
diftance from them, and out of the reach of
their care and proteion, though they fhould
lofe nothing by its abfence except the pleafure
of feeing it. If it isman who has thus been
the fortunate inftrument of the happinefs of
his brethren, this is ftill more peculiarly the
cafe. When we fee one man affifted, pro=
teted, relieved by another, our fym=
pathy with the joy of the perfon who re-
ceives the benefit ferves only to animate our
fellow-feeling with his gratitude towards
him who beftows it. When we look upon
the perfon who is the caufe of his pleafure
with the eyes with which we imagine he muft
look upon him, his benefactor feems to ftand
before us in the moft cngaging and ami-
able light. We readily therefore fympathife
with the grateful affeGtion which he concci}es

Ia ot
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for a perfon to whom he has been fo much
obliged ; and confequently applaud the re-
turns which he is difpofed to make for the
goodofficesconferred uponhim. As we entirely
enter into the affeGtion from which thefe re-
turns proceed, they neceflarily feem every
way proper and fuitable to their object.

2. In the fame manner, as we fympathife
with the forrow of our fellow-creature when-
ever we fee his diftrefs, fo we likewife enter
into his abhorrence and averfion for whatever
has given occafion to it. Our heart, as it
adopts and beats time .to his grief, fo is it
likewife animated with that {pirit by which
he endeavours to drive away or deftroy the
caufeof it. The indolent and paffive fellow-
feeling, by which we accompany him in his
fufferings, readily gives way to that more
vigorous and active fentiment by which we

go along with him in the effort he makes,

either to repel them, or to gratify his averfion |
to what has given occafion to them. This
is ftill more peculiarly the cafe, when it is
man who has caufed them. When we fee
one man opprefled or injured by another,
the fympathy which we feel with the dif-

-trefs of the fufferer feems to ferve only to ani-

mate our fellow-feeling with his refentment
againft the offender. We are rejoiced to fee
him attack his adverfary in his turn, and are
eager and ready to afiift him whenever he

_exerts himfelf for defence, or even for ven-

geance within a certain degree. If the in-
Jured fhould perith in the quarrel, we not
: ~ only
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only fympathife with the real refentment of
his friends and relations, but with the ima-
ginary refentment which in fancy we lend to
the dead, who is no_longer capable of feeling
that or any other human fentiment. Butas -
we put ourfelves in his fituation, aswe en-
ter, as it were, into his body, and in our
imaginations, in fome meafure, animate anew
the deformed and mangled carcafe of the flain,
when we bring home in this manner his cafe
to our own bofoms, we feel upon this, as
upon many other occafions, an emotion which
the perfon principally concerned is incapable
of feeling, and whicl'}: yet we feel by an illu-
five fympathy with him. The fympathetic
tears which we fhed for that immenfe and
irretrievable lofs, which in our fancy he ap-
pears to have fuftained, feem to be but a
{mall part of the duty which we owe him.
The injury which he has fuffered demands,
we think, a principal part of our attention.
We feel that refentment which we imagine
- he ought to feel, and which he would feel,
if in his cold and lifelefs body there remained
any confcioufnefs of what pafles upon earth,
His blood, we think, calls aloud for ven-
geance, The very afthes of the dead feem to
be difturbed at the thought that his injuries
are to pafs unrevenged. The horrors which
are fuppofed to haunt the bed of the murderer,
the ghofts which, fuperftition imagines, rife
from their graves to demand vengeance upon
thofe who brought them to an untimely end,
all take their origin from this natural fym-

I3 pathy
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~pathy with the imaginary refentment of the
flain. And with regard, at leaft, to this
moft dreadful of all crimes, nature, antecedent
to all reflexions upon the utility of punifh-
ment, has in this manner ftamped upon the
human heart, in the ftrongeft and moft inde-
lible charatters, an immediate and inftin&ive
approbation of the facred and neceffary law
of retaliation. ‘

CHAP HL

Fhat where there is no approbation of the con=
duc? of the perfon who confers the benefit, there
is little [ympathy with the gratitude of bim
awbho recesves it : and that, on the contrary,

- awkere there is no difapprobation of the motives
of the perfon who does the mifchief, there is no
Jort of [ympathy with the refentment of bim
‘awho fuffers it. ,

T is to be obferved, however, that, how
beneficial foever on the one hand, or how
hurtful foever on the other, the a&ions or
intentions of the perfon who acs may have
been to the perfon who is, if I may fay fo,
al&ed upon, yet if in the one cafe there ap-
pears to have been no propriety in the mo-
tives of the agent, if we cannot enter into
the affetions which influenced his condu&,
we have little fympathy with the gratitude of
the perfon who receives the benefit : or if, in
the othier cafe, there appears to have been no
impropriety:
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impropriety in the motives of the agent, if,
on the contrary, the affeGtions which influ~
enced his condu& are fuch as we muft ne-

ceflarily enter into, we can have no fort of '

fympathy with the refentment of the perfon
who fuffers. Little gratitude feems due in
the one cafe, and all fort of refentment feems
unjuft in the other. The one a&ion feems

to merit little reward, the other to deferve

no punifhment. :

1. Firft, I fay, That wherever we cannot
fympathife with the affeGtions of the agent,
wherever there feems to be no propriety in
the motives which influenced his condu&,
we are lefs difpofed to enter into the gratitude
of the perfon who received the benefit of his
aCtions. A very f{mall return feems due to
that foolifh and profufe generofity which con-
fers the greateft benefits from the moft trivial
motives, and gives an eftate to a man merely
becaufe his name and firname happen to be
the fame with thofe of the giver. Such fer-
vices do not feem to demand any propor-
tionable recompenfe. Our contempt for the
folly of the agent hinders us from thoroughly
entering into the gratitude of the perfon to
whom the good office has been done. His
benefactor feems unworthy of it. As when
we place ourfelves in the fituation of the per-
fon obliged, we feel that we could conceive
no great reverence for fuch a benefactor, we
eafily abfolve him from a great deal of that
fubmiffive veneration and efteem which we
thould think due to a more refpectable cha-

T I4 rater;
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raCter; and provided he always treats his
weak friend with kindnefs and humanity,
we are willing to excufe him from many at-
tentions and regards which we fhould de--
mand to a worthier patron. Thofe Princes,
who have heaped, with the greateft profufion,’
wealth, power, and honours, upon their fa-
vourites, have feldom excited that degree of
attachment to their perfons which has often
been experienced by thofe who were more
frugal of their favours. The well-natured,
*but injudicious prodigality, of James the Firft
of Great Britain feems to have attached no
body to his perfon; and that Prince, not-
withftanding his focial and harmlefs difpofi-
tion, appears to have lived and died without
a friend: The whole gentry and nability of
England expofed their lives and fortunes in
the caufe of his more frugal and diftinguifh-
ing fon, notwithftanding the coldnefs and
diftant feverity of his ordinary deportment.

2. Secondly, I fay, That wherever the
conduc of the agent appears to have been in-
tirely dire¢ted by motives and affe@ions which
we thoroughly enter into and approve of, we
can have no fort of fympathy witﬁ the refent-
ment of the fufferer, how great foever the
mifchief which may have been done to him,
When two people quarrel, if we take part
with, and intirely adopt the refentment of one
of them, it is impoffible that we fhould en-
ter into that of the other. Our fympathy
with the perfon whofe motives we go along
with, and whem therefore we look upon as

mn
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in the right, cannot but harden us againt all
fellow-feeling with the other, whom we ne-
ceflarily regard as in the wrong. Whatever
this laft, therefore, may have fuffered, while
it is no more than what we ourfelves thould
have withed him to fuffer, while it is no
more than what our own fympathetic indig-
nation would have prompted us to infli¢t upon
him, it cannot either difpleafe or provoke
us. When an inhuman murderer is brought
to the fcaffold, though we have fome com-
paffion for his mifery, we can have no fort of
fellow-feeling with his refentment, if he
thould be fo abfurd as to exprefs any againft
either his profecutor or his judge. The na-
tural tendency of their juft indignation againft
fo vile a criminal is indeed the moft fatal and
ruinous to him. But it is impoffible that we
fthould be difpleafed with the tendency of a
fentiment, which, when we bring the cafe
home to ourfelves, we feel that we cannot
avoid adopting.

CHAP. IV.
Recapitulation of the foregoing chapters.

1. E do not, therefore, thoroughly
and heartily fympathife with the
gratitude of one man towards another, merel
becaufe this other has been the caufe of his
good fortune, unlefs he has been the caufe of
it from motives which we intirely go along
with. Our heart mut adopt the principles

of
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of the agent, and go along with all the af-
fe&tions which influenced his condué@, before
it can intirely fympathife with, and beat time
to, the gratitude of the perfon who has been
henefited by his actions. If in the condu&t
of the benefactor there appears to have been
no propriety, how beneficial foever its effects,
it does not feem to demand, or neceffarily to
require, any proportionable recompence.

But when to the beneficent tendency of
the acion is joined the propriety of the af-
fe@ion from which it proceeds, when we
intirely fympathife and go along with the
motives of the agent, the love which wé con-
ceive for him upon his own account enhances
and enlivens our fellow-feeling with the gra-
titude of thofe who owe their profperity ta
his good conduct. His actions feem then to
demand, and, if I may fay fo, to call aloud
for a proportionable recompenfe. We then
intirely enter into that gratitude which prompts
to beftow it. The benefaor feems then to
be the proper obje&t of reward, when we
thus intirely fympathife with, and approve
of, that fentiment which prompts to reward
him. When we approve of, and go along
with, the affe&ion from which the aion
proceeds, we muft neceffarily approve of the
aéion, and regard the perfon towards whom
it is directed as its proper and fuitable objet.

2. In the fame manner, we cannot at all
fympathife with the refentment of one man
againft another, merely becaufe this other
has beon the caufe of his misfortune, unlefs

he
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he has been the caufe of it from motives
which we cannot enter into. Before we can
adopt the refentment of the fufferer, we muft
difapprove of the motives of the agent, and
feel that our heart renounces all {ympathy
with the affeGions which influenced his con-
du&. If there appears to have been no im-
propriety in thefe, how fatal foever the ten-
dency ot the aGion which proceeds from them
to thofe againft whom it is directed, it does
not feem to deferve any punithment, or to
be the proper object of any refentment.

But when to the hurtfulnefs of the a&ion
is joined the impropriety of the affection
from whence it proceeds, when our heart
rejets with abhorrence all fellow-feeling with
the motives of the agent, we then heartily
and intirely fympathife with the refentment
of  the fufferer. Such a&ions feem then to
deferve, and, if I may fay fo, to call aloud .

~ for, a proportionable punithment; and we

entirely enter into, and thereby approve of,
that refentment which prompts to infli& it.
The offender neceflarily feems then to be the
proper obje& of punithment, when we thus
intirely {ympathife with, and thereby approve
of, that fentiment which prompts to punith.
In this cafe too, when we approve, and go
along with, the affeCtion from which the
action proceeds, we muft neceflarily approve
of the action, and regard the perfon againft
whom it is dire¢ted, as its proper and fuitable
object. S

i CHAP

7
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CHAP. V.
The analyfis of the fenfe of merit and demerit.

1. S our fenfe, therefore, of the pro-

A priety of condu&t arifes from what
I thall call a dire& fympathy with the affec-
tions and motives of the perfon who a&s, fo
our fenfe of its merit arifes from what I fhall
call an indire@ fympathy with the gratitude
of the perfon who is, if I may fay fo, acted
upon.

As we cannot indeed enter thoroughly into
the gratitude of the perfon who receives'the
beneiit, unlefs we be!%rehand approve of the
motives of the benefaGor, fo, upon this ac-
count, the fenfe of merit feems to be a com-

ounded fentiment, and to be made up of
two diftin@ emotions ; a dire& fympathy with
the fentiments of the agent, and an indiret
fympathy with the gratitude of thofe who
receive the benefit of his a&tions.

We may, upon many different occafions,
plainly diftinguifh thofe two different emo-
tions combining and uniting together in our
fenfe of the good defert of a particular cha-
racter or aGtion. When we read in hiftory
concerning acions of proper and beneficent
greatnefs of mind, how eagerly do we enter
into fuch defigns? How much are we ani-
mated by that high-fpirited generofity which
direéts them ? How keen are we for their

6 fuccefs ?
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fuccefs ! How grieved at their difappoint-
ment ? In imagination we become the very
perfon whofe actions are reprefented to us:
we tranfport ourfelves in fancy to the fcenes
of thofe diftant and forgotten adventures, and
imagine ourfelves acting the part of a Scipio
or a Camillus, a Timoleon or an Ariftides.
So far our fentiments are founded upon the
dire@ fympathy with the perfon who adts.
Nor is the indire® fympathy with thofc who
receive the benefit of fuch a&ions lefs fenfibly
felt. Whenever we place ourfelves in the
fituation of thefe laft, with what warm and
affeGtionate fellow-feeling do we enter into
their gratitude towards thofe who ferved them
{o cffentially ? We embrace, as it were, their
benefattor along with them. Our heart rea-
dily fympathifes with the higheft tranfports of
their grateful affection. No honours, no re-
wards, we think, can be too great for them
to beftow upon him. When they make this
proper return for his fervices, we heartily ap-
plaud and go along with them ; but are fhock-
ed beyond all meafure, if by their conduct
they appear to have little fenfe of the obli-
gations conferred upon them. Our whole
fenfe, in fhort, of the merit and good defert
of fuch adions, of the propriety and fitnefs
of recompenfing them, and making the per-
fon who performed them rejoice in his turn,
arifes from the fympathetic emotions of grati-
tude and love, with which, when we brin
home to our own breaft the fituation of thofe
principally concerned, we feel ourfclves na-
turally
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turally tranfported towards the man who
could a& with fuch proper and noble bene-
ficence.

2. In the fame manner as our fenfe of the
impropriety of condu& arifes from a want of
fympathy, or from a diret antipathy to the
affeCtions and motives of the agent, fo our
fenfe of its demerit arifes from what I fhall
here too call an indire& fympathy with the
refentment of the fufferer.

As we cannot indeed enter into the refent~
ment of the {ufferer, unlefs our heart before~
hand difapproves the motives of the agent,
and renounces all fellow-feeling with them ;
fo upon this account the fenfe of demerit,
as well as that of merit, feems to be a com-

ounded fentiment, and to be made up of
two diftin& emotions ; a diret antipathy to
the fentiments of the agent, and an indire&
fympathy with the refentment of the fufferer.

We may here too, upon many different
occafions, plainly diftinguith thofe two dif-
ferent emotions combining and uniting to-
gether in our fenfe of the ill defert of a
particular charaGter or action. When we
read in hiftory concerning the perfidy and
cruelty of a Borgia or a Nero, our heart rifes
up againft the deteftable fentiments which
influenced their condu&, and renounces with
horror and abomination all fellow-feeling with
fuch execrable motives. So far our fentiments
are founded upon the dire& antipathy to the
affetions of the agent : and the indire& fym-

' pathy
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pathy with the refentment of the fufferers is
ftill more fenfibly felt. When we bring home
to ourfelves the fituation of the perfons whom
thofe fcourges of mankind infulted, murdered,
or betrayed, what indignation do we not feel
againft fuch infolent and inhuman oppreflors
of theearth? Our fympathy with the una-
voidable diftrefs of the innocent fufferers is
not more real nor more lively, than our fel-
low-feeling with their juft and natural refent-
ment. The former fentiment only heightens
the latter, and the idea of their diftrefs ferves
only to inflime and blow up our animofity
againft thofe who occafioned it. When we
think of the anguifh of the fufferers, we take
part with them more earneftly againft their
oppreflors ; we enter with more eagernefs into
all their fchemes of vengeance, and feel our-
felves every moment wreaking, in imagi-
nation, upon fuch violators of the laws of
fociety, that punithment which our fympa-
thetic indignation tells us is due to their
crimes. Our fenfe of the horror and dread-
ful atrocity of fuch conduét, the delight
which we take in hearing that it was pro-
perly punithed, the indignation which we
feel when it efcapes this duc retaliation, our
whole fenfe and feeling, in fhort, of its ill
defert, of the propriety and fitnefs of inflit-
ing evil upon the perfon who is guilty of it,
and of making him grieve in his turn, arifes
from the fympathetic indignation which na-
turally boils up in the breaft of the fpetator,

whenever
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whenever he thoroughly brings home to him-
felf the cafe of the fufferer *,

* To afcribe in this manner our natural fenfe of the
ill defert of human aétions to a fympathy with the refent-
ment of the fufferer, may feem, to the greater part of
people, to be a degradation of that fentiment. Refent-
ment is commonly regarded as fo odious a paffion, that
they will be apt to think it impoffible that fo laudable a
principle, as the fenfe of the ill defert of vice, fhould in
any refpe&t be founded uponit. They will be more wil-
ling, perhaps, to admit that our fenfe of the merit of
good actions is founded upon a fympathy with the gra-
titude of the perfons who receive the benefit of them ;
becaufe gratitude, as well as all the other benevolent pal-
fions, is regarded as an amiable principle, which can take
nothing from the worth of whatever is founded upon it.
Gratitude and refentment, however, are in every refpe&t,
it is evident, counterparts to one another ; and if our fenfe
of merit arifes from a fympathy with the one, our fenfe
of demerit can fcarce mifs to proceed from a fellow-feeling
with the other. ) ‘

Let it be confidered too that refentment, though, in
the degrees in which we too often fee it, the moft odious,
perhaps of all the paffions, is not difapproved of when
properly humbled and entirely brought down to the level
of the fympathetic indignation of the fpettator. When
we, who are the byftanders, feel that our own animofity
intirely correfponds with that of the fufferer, when the
refentment of this laft does not in any refpect go beyond
our own, when no word, no gefture, efcapes him that
denotes an emotion more violent than what we can keep
time to, and when he never aims at infli€ing any punifh-
ment beyond what we fhould rejoice to fee inflicted, or
what we ourfelves would upon this account even defire to
be the inftruments of inflicting, it is impoffible, that we
fhould not entirely approve of hisfentiments. Our own emo-
tion in this cafe mult, in our eyes, undoubtedly juftify
his. And as experience teaches us how much the greater
part _of mankind are incapable of this moderation, and
how great an effort muft be made in order to bring down
the rude and undifciplined impulfe of refentment to this

fuitable
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fuitable temper, we cannotavoid conceiving a confiderable
degree of efteem and admiration for one who appears ca-
pable of exerting fo much felf-command over one of the
moft ungovernable paffions of his nature. When indeed
the animofity of the fufferer exceeds, as it almoft always
does, what we can go along with, as we cannot enter into
it, we neceflarily difapprove of it. We even difapprove
of it more than we (hould of an equal excefs of almoft any
other paffion derived from the imagination. And this too
violent refentment, inftead of carrying us along with-it,
‘becomes itfelf the objet of our refentment and indignation,
We enter into the oppofite refentment of the perfon who
is the obje& of this unjuft emotion, and who is in danger
of fuffering from it. Revenge, therefore, the excels of
refentment, appears to be the moft deteftable of all the
paffions, and is the obje& of the horror and indignation
of every body. And as in the way in which this paffion
‘commonly difcovers itfelf among mankind, it is exceflive
a hundred times for once that it is moderate, we are very
apt to confider it as altogether odious and deteftable, be-
caufe in its moft ordinary appearances it is fo. Nature,
however, even in the prefent depraved ftate of mankind,
does not feem to have dealt fo unkindly with us, asto have
endowed us with any principle which is wholly in every
refpedt evil, or which, in no degree and in no dire&tion,
can be the proper object of praife and approbation. Upon
fome occafions we are fenfible that this paffion, which is
.generally too ftrong, may likewife be too weak. We
fometimes complain that a particular perfon fhows too
little fpirit, and has too little fenfe of the injuries that have
been done to him ; and we are as ready to defpife him
for the defe&, as to hate him for the excefs of this paffion.

The infpired writers would not furely have talked fo
frequently or fo ftrongly of the wrath and anger of God,
if they had regarded every degree of thofe paffions as
vicious and evil, even in fo weak and imperfe& a creature
as man. _

Let it be confidered too, that the prefent enquiry is
not concerning a matter of right, if I may fay fo, but con-
cerning a matter of fa&. We are not at prefent examin-
ing upon what principles a perfet being would approve
of the punifhment of bad a&ions ; but upon what principles
fo weak and imperfe&t a cKreature as man a&ually andf :S‘t‘

: 2
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fa& approves of it. The principles which I have juft
now mentioned, it is evident, have a very great effe& upon
his fentiments; and it feems wifely ordered that it fhould
be fo. The very exiftence of fociety requires that unme-
rited and unprovoked malice fhould be reftrained by pro-

per punifhments ; and confequently, that to infi& thofe
punithments fhould be regarded as a proper and laudable
a&ion. Though man, et%erc:fore, be naturally endowed
‘with a defire of the welfare and prefervation of fociety,

et the author of nature has not entrufted it to his reafon

to find out that a certain application of punifhments is the
proper means of attaining this end ; but has endowed bhim

with an immediate and inftinQlive approbation of that

very application which is moft proper to attain it. ‘The

ceconomy of nature is in this refpe&t exaltly of a piece

with what it is upon many other occafions. With re-

gard to all thofe ends which, upon account of their pe-

culiar importance, may be regarded, if fuch an expref-

fion is allowable, as the favourite ends of nature, fhe has

conftantly in this manner not only endowed mankind

with an appetite for the end which fhe propofes, but like-

wife with an appetite for the means by which alone this

end can be brought about, for their owa fakes, and in-

dependent of their tendeacy to produce it. Thus felf-pre-

fervation, and the propagation of the fpecies, are the great
ends which nature feems to have propofed in the forma-

tion of all animals, Mankind are endowed with a defire

of thofe ends, and an averfion to the contrary ; with a

love of life, and a dread of diflolution ; with a defire of

the comtinuance and perpetuity of the fpecies, and with

an averfion to the thoughts of its intire extinGion. But

though we are in this manner endowed with a very firong

defire of thofe ends, it has not been intrufted to the flow

and uncertain determinations of our reafon, to find out the

proper means of bringing them about. Nature has direted

us to the greater part of thefe by original and immediate

inftin&s. Hunger, thirft, the paffion which unites the two

fexes, the love of pleafure, and the dread of pain, prompt
_us to apply thofe means for their own fakes, and without

any confideration of their tendency to thofe beneficent

ends which the great dire€tor of mature intended to pro-

duce by them.

Before
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Before I conclude this note, I muft take notice of a
difference between the approbation of propriety and that
of merit or beneficence. Before we approve of the fen-
timents of any perfon as proper and fuitable to their ob-
je&ts, we muft not only be affeCted in the fame manner
as he is, but we muft perceive this harmony and cor-
refpondence of fentiments between him and ourfelves.
Thus, though upon hearing of a misfortune that had be-
fallen my friend, I fhould conceive précifely that degree
of concern which he gives way to; yet till I am in-
formed of the manner in which he behaves, till I perceive
the harmony between his emotions and mine, I cannot
be faid to approve of the fentiments which influence his
‘behaviour. The approbation of propriety therefore res
quires, not only that we fhould intirely fympathize with
the perfon who afts, but that we fhould perceive this
perfe® concord between his fentiments and our own.
On the contrary, when I hear of a benefit that has been
beftowed upon another perfon, let him who has received
it be affected in what manner he pleafes, if, by bringing
his s cafe home to@mfell} I feel gratitude arife in my
own breaft, I neceflarily approve of the conduét of his bene-
factor, and regard it as meritorious, and the proper obje&t
of reward. Whether the perfon who has received the
benefit conceives gratitude or not, cannot, it is evident, in
any degree alter our fentiments with regard to the merit
of him whe has beftowed it. No a&ual correfpondence of
fentiments, therefore, is here required. It is fufficient that,
if he was grateful, they would correfpond ; and our fenfe
of merit is often founded upon one of thofe illufive fym~
pathies, by which, when we bring home to ourfelves
the cafe of another, we are often affe@ed in a manner in
which the perfon principally concerned is incapable of be-
ing affeed. There is a fimilar difference between our
difapprobation of demerit, and that of impropriety. -

Ka SECTION

sl
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SECTION IL

Oof jﬁﬁice and beneficence.

CHAP I

Comparifon of thofe two virtues.

CTIONS of a beneficent tendency
A which proceed from proper motives
feem alone to require reward ; becaufe fuch
alone are the approved objects of gratitude, or
excite the fympathetic gratitude of the fpec-
tator.

A&ions of a hurtful tendency, which pro-
ceed from improper motives, feem alone to
'deferve punifhment ; becaufe fuch alone are
the approved objects of refentment, or excite
the fympathetic refentment of the fpectator.

Beéneficence is always free, it cannot be
extorted by force, the meer want of it ex-
pofes to no punifhment: becaufe the meer
want of beneficenice tends to do no real pofi-
tive evil. It may difappoint of the good which
might reafonably have been expetted, and
upon that account it may juftly excite diflike
and difapprobation : it cannot, however, pro-
voke any refentment which mankind will go
along with. 'The man who does not recom-
.pence his benefactor, when he has it in his
power, ‘and when his bemefactor needs his

afliftance,
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affiftance, is, no doubt, guilty of the blackeft
ingratitude. The heart of every impartial
fpeCtator reje&ts all fellow-feeling with the
felfithnefs of his motives, and he is the pro-
per object of the higheft difapprobation. But
ftill he does no pofitive hurt to any body. He
only does not do that good which in propriety
he ought to have done. He is the object of
hatred, a paffion which is naturally excited
by impropriety of fentiment and behaviour ;.
not of refentment, a pafflion which is never,
properly called forth but by aions which
tend to do real and pofitive hurt to fome par-
- ticular perfons. His want of gratitude, there-
fore, cannot be punithed. To oblige him by
force to perform what in gratitude he ought
to perform, and what every impartial {pec-
tator would approve of him for performing,
would, if poffible, be ftill more improper than
his neglecting to perform it. His benefactor
would difhonour himfelf if he attempted by
violence to conftrain him to gratitude, and it
would be impertinent for any third perfon,
who was not the fuperior of either, to inter-
meddle. But of all the duties of beneficence,
thofe which gratitude recommends to us ap-
proach neareft to what is called a perfe&t and
compleat obliiation. What friendthjp, what
generofity, what charity, would prompt us .
‘to do with univerfal approbation, is ftill more
free, and can ftill lefs be extorted by force
than the duties of gratitude. We talk of
the debt of gratitude, not of charity, or ge-
nerofity, nor even of friendthip, when friend-
K3 fhip
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thip is meer efteem, and has not been en-
hanced and complicated with gratitude for
good offices.

Refentment feems to have been given us
by nature for defence, and for defence only.
It is the fafeguard of juftice and the fecurity
of innocence. It prompts us to beat off the
mifchief which is attempted to be done to us,
and to retaliate that which is already done;
that the offender may be made to repent
of his injuftice, and that others, through
fear of the like punifhment, may be terrified
from being guilty of the like offence. It
mutft be referved therefore for thefe purpofes,
nor can the fpectator ever go along with it
when it is exerted for any other. But the
meer want of the beneficent virtues, though
it may difappoint us of the good which might
reafonably be expected, neither does, nor at-
tempts to do, any mifchief from which we
can have occafion to defend ourfelves.

There is, however, another virtue, of which
the obfervance is not left to the freedom of
our own wills, which may be extorted by
force, and of which the violation expofes to
. tefentment, and confequently to punifhment,
~ This virtue is juftice : the violation of juftice
is injury : it does real and pofitive hurt to
fome particular perfons, from motives which
are naturally difapproved of. It is, therefore,
the proper obje¢t of refentment, and of pu-
nithment, which is the natural confequence
of refentment. As mankind go along with,

and approve of, the violence employed to
B ' avengs
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avenge the hurt which is done by injuftice,

fo they much more go along with, and ap-

rove of, that which is employed to prevent
and beat off the injury, and to reftrain the
offender from hurting his neighbours. The
perfon himfelf who meditates an injuftice is
fenfible of this, and feels that force may, with
the utmoft propriety, be made ufe of both by
the perfon whom he is about to injure, and
by others, either to obftru& the execution of
his crime, or to punith him when he has
- executed it. And upon this is founded that
remarkable diftintion between juftice and ail
the other focial virtnes, which has of late -
been particularly infifted upon by an author
of very great and original genius, that we
feel ourfelves to be under a ftricter obligation
to act according to juftice, than agreeably to
friendfhip, charity, or generofity ; that the
practice of thefe laft mentioned virtues feems
to be left in fome meafure to our own choice,
but that, fomehow or other, we feel our-
felves to be in a peculiar manner tyed, bound,
and obliged to the obfervation of juftice. We
feel, that is to fay, that force may, with the
utmoft propriety, and with the approbation
of all mankind, be made ufe of to conftrain
us to obferve the riles of the one, but not to
follow the precepts of the other.

We muft always, however, carefully dif-
tinguith what is only blameable, or the pro-
per object of difapprobation, from what {o:-e
may be employed either to punith or tc -
vent. That feems blameable which .

K4 : {0
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fhort of that ordinary degree of proper be-
neficence which experience teaches us to ex-
pect of every body ; and on the contrary, that
feems praife-worthy which goes beyond it.
The ordinary degree itfelf feems neither.
blameable nor praife-worthy. A father, a
fon, a brother, who behaves to the corre-
fpondent relation neither better nor worfe:

an the greater part of men commonly do,
feems properly to deferve neither praife nor
blame. He who furprifes us by extraordinary.
and unexpected, though ftill proper, and.
fuitable kindnefs, or on the contrary by ex-
traordinary and unexpected, as well as unfuit-
" able unkindnefs, feems praife-worthy in the
*one cafe, and blameable in the other. :

Even the moft ordinary degree of kind- .
nefs or beneficence, however, cannot, among
equals, be extorted by force. Among equals
each individual is naturally, and antecedent
to the inftitution of civil government, re- .
garded as having a right both to defend him-
felf from injuries, and to exa& a certain de-
gree of punithment for thofe which have been
done to him. Every generous {petator not
only approves of his condu& when he does
this, but enters {0 far into his fentiments as
often to be willing to afflift him. When one
man attacks, or robs, or attempts to murder
another, all the neighbours take the alarm,
and think that they do right when they run,
either to revenge the perfon who has been
injured, or to defend him who is in danger of
being fo. But when a father fails in the or-

dinary
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dinary degree of parental affetion towards a.
fon ; when a fon feems to want that filial re-
verence which might be expected to his fa-
ther ; ‘when brothers are without the ufual
degree of brotherly affection ; when a man-
fhuts his breaft againft compaffion, and re-
fufes to relieve the mifery of his fellow-
creatures, when he can with the greateft eafe;
in all thefe cafes, though every body blames.
the condu&, nobody imagines that thofe
who might have reafon, perhaps, to expect
more kindnefs, have any right to extort it by
force. © The fufferer can only complain, and
the fpetator can intermeddle no other way
than by advice and perfuafion. Upon all fuch
occafions, for equals to ufe force againft one
another would ‘be thaught the higheft de-
gree of infolence and prefumption. ,
- A fuperior may, indeed, -fometimes, with
univerfal approbation, oblige thofe under his
jurifdiGtion to behave, in this refpe&,- with a
certain degree of propriety to one another.
The laws-of all civilized -nations ablige pa-
rents to maintain their children, and children
to maintain their parents, and impofe upon
meén many other duties of beneficence. The
civil magiftrate is entrufted with the power
" not only of preferving the public peace by
reftraining injuftice, but of - promoting the
profperity of the commonwealth, by efta-
blithing good difcipline, and by difcouraging
every fort of vice and impropriety ; he may
prefcribe rules, therefore, which not only
prohibit mutual injuries among fellow-citi-
- zens,
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zens, but command mutual good offices to a
certain degree. When the fovereign com-
-mands what is merely indifferent, and what,
antecedent to his orders, might have been
omitted without any blame, it becomes not
only blameable but punifhable to difobey him.
When he commands, therefore, what, ante-
‘cedent to any fuch order, could not have
been omitted without the greateft blame, it
furely becomes much more punifhable to be
wanting in obedience. Of all the duties of
a law-giver, however, this, perhaps, is what
it requires the greateft delicacy and referve to
execute with propriety and judgment. To
negle& it altogetgcr expofes the common-
wealth to many grofs diforders and fhock~
ing enormities, and to pufh it too far is de-
ftru&tive of all liberty, fecurity, and juftice.
Though the meer want of beneficence
feems to merit no punifhment from equals,
the greater exertions of that virtue appear to
deferve the higheft reward. By being pro-
ductive of the greateft good, they are the na-
tural and approved objes of the livelieft gra-
titude. Though the breach of juftice, on the
" contrary, expofes to punifhment, the obfer-
vance of the rules of that virtue feems fcarce
to deferve any reward. ‘There is, no doubt,
a propriety in the pra&ice of juftice, and it
merits, upon that account, all the approba-
tion which is due to propriety. But as it
does no real pofitive good, it is entitled to
very little gratitude. Meer juftice is, upon
' 2 moft
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moft occafions, but a negative virtue, and
only hinders us from hurting our neigh-
bour. The man who barely abftains from
violating either the perfon, or the eftate, or
the reputation of his neighbours, has furely
very little pofitive merit. He fulfils, how-
ever, all the rules of what is peculiarly called-
juftice, and does every thing which his equals
can with propriety force him to do, or which
they can pumfh him for not doing. We may
often fulfil all the rules of juftice by fitting ftill
and doing nothing. .

~ As every man doth, fo fhall it be done to
him, and retaliation feems to be the great law -
which is di¢tated to us by nature. Benefj+
cence and generofity we think due to the ge-
nerous and beneficent. Thofe whofe hearts
never open to the feelings of humanity, thould,
we think, be fhut out in the fame manner,
from the affeGtions of all theirfellow-creatures,
and be allowed to live in the midft of fociety,
as in a great defart where there is no-body
to care for them, or to enquire after them.
The violator of the laws of juftice ought ta
be made to feel himfelf that evil which he
- has done to another; and fince no regard to
the fufferings of his brethren is capable of re«
ftraining him, he ought to be over-awed by
the fear of his own. The man who is barely
innocent, who only obferves the laws of juf~
tice with regard to others, and meerly ab
ftains from hurting his neighbours, can merit
only that his neighboyrs in' their turn (hould

refpect
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refpe& his innocence, and that the fame laws
thould be religioufly obferved with regard to

him.
"CHAP. I
Of the fenfe of juflice, of remorfe, and of the

confcioufnefs of merit.

HE RE can be no proper motive for
hurting our neighbour, there can be

no incitement to do evil to another, which.
.mankind will go along with, except juft in-
dignation for evil which that other has done
to us. - To difturb his happinefs meerly be-
caufe it ftands in the way of ourown, to take
from him what is of real ufe to him meerly
- becaufe it may be of equal or of more ufe to
us, or to indulge, in this manner, at the
expence of other people, the natural pre-
ference which every man has for his own
happinefs above that of other people, is what
. no impartial {peCtator can go along with,
Every man is, no doubt, by nature, firft and
principally recommended to his own care ;
and as he is fitter to take care of himfelf than
of any other perfon, it is fit and right that it
{hculd be fo. Every man, therefore, is much
more deeply interefted in whatever immedi- .
ately concerns himfelf, than in what concerns
any other man: and to hear, perhaps, of the
death cf another perfon, with whom we have
no particular connedion, will give us lefs

congern, will fpoil our ftomach, or break our
‘ reft
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reft much lefs than a very infignificant difaf-
ter which has befallen ourfelves. But though
the ruin of our neighbour may affe® us much
. lefs than a very fmall misfortune of our own,
we muft not ruin him to prevent that fmall
misfortune, nor even to prevent our own .
ruin. We muft, here, as in all other cafes,
view ourfelves not {o much according to that
light in which we may naturally appear to
ourfelves, as according td' that in which we
naturally appear to others. Though every
man may, according to the proverb, be the
whole world to himfelf, to the reft of man-
kind he is a moft infignificant part of it.
Though his own happinefs may be of . more
importance to him than that of all the world
befides, to every other perfon it is of no more
confequence than that of any other man.
Though it may be true, therefore, that every
individual, in his own breaft, naturally pre=
fers himfelf to all mankind, yet he dares not
look mankind in the face, and avow that he
ats according to this principle. He feels that
in this preference they can never go along
with him, and that how natural foever it
may be to him, it muft always appear excef-
five and extravagant to them. When he views
himfelf in the light in which he is confcious
that others will view him, he fees that to
them he is but one of the multitude in no re-
fpet better than any otherinit. If he would
a® fo as that the impartial fpectator may en-
ter into the principles of his condu®, which
is what of all things he has the greateft de-
o ' fire
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fire to do, he muft, upon this, as upon all
other occafions, humble the arrogance of his
felf-love, and bring it down te fomething
‘which other men can go along with. They
will indulge it fo far as to allow him to be
more anxious about, and to purfue with more
carneft affliduity, his own happinefs than that
of any other perfon. Thus far, whenever
they place themfelves in his fituation, they
will readily go along with him. In the race
for wealth, and honours, and preferments,
he may run as hard as he can, and firain
every ‘nerve and every mufle, in order to
outftrip all his competitors. Butif he thould
juftle, or throw down any of them, the in-
dulgence of the fpetators is entirely at an
end. It is a violation of fair play, which
they cannot admit of. ‘This man is to them,
in every refped, as good as he : they do not
enter into that felf-love by which he prefers
himfelf fo much to this other, and cannot go
along with the motive from which he hust
him. They readily, therefore, fympathife
with the natural refentment of the injured,
and the offender becomes the obje& of their
hatred and indignation. He is fenfible that
he becomes fo, and feels that thofe fenti-
ments are ready to burft out fram all fides
againft him.

As the greater and more irreparable the
evil that is done, the refentment of the fuf-
ferer runs naturally the higher, fo does like-
~ wife the {ympathetic indignation of the fpec~
tator, as well as the fenfe of guilt in the agent.

' Death
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Death is the greateft evil which one man can
infli¢ upon another, and excites the higheft
degree of refentment in thofe who are im-
mediately conneted with the flain. Murder,
therefore, is the moft atrocious of all crimes
which affe@ individuals only, in the fight
both of mankind, and of the perfon who has
committed it. To be deprived of that which
we are poflefled of, is a greater evil than to
be difappointed of what we have only the ex-
pe@ation.  Breach of ﬁroperty, therefore,
theft and robbery, which take from us what
we are poflefled of, are greater crimes than
breach of contra, which only difappoints
us of what we expe@ed.. The moft facred
laws of juftice, therefore, thofe whofe vio-
lation feems to call loudeft for vengeance and
punifhment, are the laws which guard the
life and perfon of our neighbour; the next
are thofe which guard his property ‘and pof-
feflions ; and laft of all come thofe which
guard what are called his perfonal rights, or |
what is due to him from the promifes of
others.

The violator of the more facred laws of
juftice can never refle® on the .fentiments
which mankind muft entertain with regard.
to him, without feeling all the agonies of
fhame and horror, and confternation. When
his paffion is gratified, and he begins coolly to
refle& on his paft condu&, he can enter into
none of the motives which influenced it.
They appear now as deteftable to him as they
- did always to other people. By f{ympa-

, thifing -
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thifing with the hatréd and abhorrence which
other men muft entertain for him, he be~
comes in fome meafure the obje& of his own
hatred and abhorrence. The fituation of the
perfon, who fuffered by his injuftice, now
calls upon his pity. He is grieved at the
thought of it ; regrets the unhappy effeGts
of his own condu&, and feels at the fame .
time that they have rendered him the pro-
er object of the refentment and indignation
of mankind, and of what is the natural con-
fequence of refentment, vengeance and pu-
nithment. The thought of this perpetually
haunts him, and fills him with terror and
amazement. He dares no longer look fo-
ciety in.the face, but imagines himfelf as it
were rejected, and thrown out from the af-
feGtions of all mankind. He cannot hope
for the confolation of fympathy in this his
greateft, and moft dreadful diftrefs.” The
remembrance of his crimes has fhut out all
fellow-feeling with him from the hearts of
his fellow-creatures. The fentiments which
they entertain with regard to him, are the
very thing which he is moft afraid of. Every
thing feems hoftile, and he would be glad to
fly to fome inhofpitable defert, where he
might never more behold the face of a hu-~
man creature, nor read in the countenance of
mankind the condemnation of his crimes.
But folitude is ftill more dreadful than fociety.
His own thoughts can prefent him with no-
thing but what is black, unfortunate, and
difaftrous, the melancholy forebodings of ih-
: S “comprchenfible
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comprehenfible mifery and ruin. The hor-
ror of folitude drives him back into fociety,
and he comes again into the prefence of man-
Kind, aftonifhed to appear before them, loaded
with thame and diftracted with fear, in order
fo fupplicate fome little protection from the
countenarice of thofe very judges, who he
knows have already all unanimou{ly condemn-
ed him. Such is the nature of that fentiment,
which is properly called remorfe ; of all the
fentiments which can enter the human breaft
the moft dreadful. It is made up of thame
from the fenfe of the impropriety of paft con=
duct ; of grief for the effects of it; of pity
for thofe who fuffer by it ; and of the dread
and terror of punithment from the confci-
oufnefs of the juftly provoked refentment of
all rational creatures.

The oppofite behaviour naturally infpires
the oppofite fentiment. The man who, not
from frivolous fancy, but from proper mq-
tives, has performed a generous action, when
he looks forward to thofe whom he has ferved,
feels himfelf to be the natural obje& of their
love and gratitude, and, by fympathy with
them, of the efteem and approbation of all
mankind. And when he looks backward
to the motive from which he acted, and fur-
veys it in the light in which the indifferent
fpectator will furvey it, he ftill continues to
enter into it, and applduds himfelf by fym-
pathy with the approbation of this fuppofed
impartial judge. In both thefe points of
view his own condu& appears to him every

L way
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way agreeable. His mind, at the thought of
it, is filled with chearfulnefs, ferenity, and
compofure. He is in friendfhip and harmony
with all mankind, and looks upon his fellow-
creatures with confidence and benevolent fa-
tisfaction, fecure that he has rendered him-
felf worthy of their moft favourable regards.
In the combination of all thefe fentiments

confifts the conicioufnefs of merit, or of de-
ferved reward.

CHAP IL
Of the utility of this conflitution of nature.

T is thus that man, who can fubfift on-
ly in fociety, was fitted by nature to that
fituation for which he was made. All the
" members of human fociety ftand in need of
each others affiftance, and are likewife ex-
pofed to mutual injuries. Where the necef-
fary affiftance is reciprocally afforded from
love, from gratitude, from friendthip and
efteem, the fociety flourifhes and is happy.
~ All the different members of it are bound to-
gether by the agreeable bands of love and af-
fe&ion, and are, as it were, drawn to one
common centre of mutual good offices.

But though the neceflary affiftance thould
not be afforded from fuch generous and difin-
terefted motives, though among the different

-members of the fociety there fhould be no
mutual love and affection, the fociety, though

lefs
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lefs happy and agreeable, will not neceflarily
be diflolved. Society may fubfift among dif-
ferent men, as among different merchants,
from a fenfe of its utility, withoutany mutual
love or afféction ; and though no man in it
thould owe any obligation, or be bound in
gratitude to any other, it may ftill be upheld
by a mercenary exchange of good offices ac-
cording to an agreed valuation. .

Society, however; canrot fubfit among
thofe who are at all times ready to hurt and
injure one another. The moment that in-=
jury begins, the moment that' mutual refent-
ment and animofity take place, all the bands
of it are broke afunder, and the different mem-
bers of which it confifted are, as it were; dif=
fipated and fcattered abroad by the Violence
and oppofition of .their difcordant affections.
If there is any fociety amoiig robbers and
‘murderers, they muft at leaft, according to
the trite obfervation, abftain from robbing
and murdering one another. Beneficence,
therefore, is lefs effential to the exiftence of
fociety than juftice. Seciety may fubfift,
though not in the moft comfortable ftate,
without beneficence ; but the prevalence of
injuftice muft utterly deftroy it.

Though nature, therefore, exhorts marn-
kind to as of beneficence, by the pleafing
con{cioiuifnefs of deferved reward, the has not
- thought it neceflary to guard and enforce
the practice of it by the terrors of merited,
punithment in cafe it fhould be neglected.
It is. the ornament which emtellithes, not
' L2 the
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the foundation which fupports the building,
and which it was, therefore, fufficient to re-
cominend, but by no means neceffary to im-
pote. Juftice, on the contrary, is the main
pillar that upholds the whole edifice.  If it is
removed, the great, the immenfe fabric of
human fociety, that fabric which to raife and
fupport fcems in this wofld, if I may fay fo,
to have been the peculiar and darling care of
nature, muft In a moment crumble into
atoms. In order to enforce the obfervation
of juftice, therefore, nature has implanted in
the human breaft that confcioufnefs of ill-
defert, thofe terrors of merited punifhment
which attend upon its violation, as the great
fafe-guards of the affociation of mankind, to
prote&t the weak, to curb the violent, and to
chaftize the guilty. Men, though naturall
fympathetic, feel fo little for another, wit
whom they have no particular conneétion,
in comparifon of what they feel for them-
felves ; the mifery of one, who is merely
their fellow-creature, is of fo little impor-
tance to them in comparifon even of a fmall
conveniency of their own; they have it fo
much in their power to hurt him, and may
have fo many temptations to do fo, that if
this principle did not ftand up within them
in his defence, and overawe them into a re-
{peét for his innocence, they would, like wild
beafts, beat all times ready to fly upon him ;
and a man would enter an affembly of men as
he enters a den of lions. '

In
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In every part of the univerfe we obferve
means adjufted with the niceft artifice to the
ends which they are intended to produce ;
and in the mechanifm of a plant, or animal
body, admire how every thing is contrived
for advancing the two great purpofes of na-
ture, the fupport of the individual, and the
propagation of the {pecies. But in thefe, and

in all fuch objeéts, we ftill diftinguith the -

efficient from the final caufe of their feveral
- motions and organizations. The digeition
of the food, the circulation of the blood, and
the fecretion of the feveral juices which are
drawn from it, are operations all of them
neceflary for the great purpofes of animal life.
Yet we never endeavour to account for them
from thofe purpofes as from their efficient
caufes, nor imagine that the blood circulates,
or that the food digefts of its own accord,
and with a view or intention to the purpofes
of circulation or digeftion. The wheels of
the watch are all admirably adjufted to the
end for which- it was made, the pointing of
the hour. 'All their various motions confpire
in the niceft manner to produce this effelt.
If they were endowed with a defire and in-
tention to produce it, they could not do it
better. Yet we never afcribe any fuch defire
or intention to them, but to the watch-maker,
and we know that they are put into motion
by a fpring, which intends the effect it pro-
duces as little as they do. But though, in
accounting for the operations of bodics, we

never fail to diftinguith in this manner the
L 3 efficient
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efficient from the final caufe, in accounting
for thofe of the mind we are very apt to con-
found thefe two different things with one
another. ' When by natural principles we
are led to advance thofe ends, which a refined
and enlightened reafon would recommend to
us, we are very apt to impute to that reafon,
as to their efficient caufe, the fentiments and .
actions by which we advance thofe ends,
and to imagine that to be the wifdom of
man, whlcﬁ in reality is the wifdom of
God. Upon a fuperficial view this caufe feems
fufficient to produce the effets which are
afcribed to it ; and the fyftem of human na-
ture feems to be more fimple and agreeable
when all its different Qpcratlons aré in this
manner deduced from 3 fingle principle.
As fociety cannot fubfift unf fs the laws of
juftice are tolerably obferved, as no focial in-
‘tercourfe can take place- among ‘men who do
not generally abftain from injuring one ano-
~ ther ; the confideration of this neceflity, it
has been thought, was the ground upon which
we approved of the enforcement of the laws
of juftice by the pum{hment of thof¢ who
violated them. Man, it has been faid, has
a natural love for fociety, and defires that the
union of mankind fhould be preferved for its
own fake, and though he himfelf was to de-
rive np benefit from it. “'The orderly and
flourifhing ftate of fociety is agreeable to him,
and he takes delight in contemplating it.
*Tis diforder and confuﬁon, on the contrary,
is the objet of his avcrﬁon, and he is cha-
4 : grmed



Se&. 2. Of MERIT and DEMERIT. 151

grined at whatever tends to produce it. He is
fenfible too that his own intereft is connected
with the profperity of fociety, and that the
happinefs, perhaps the prefervation of  his
exiftence, depends upon its prefervation.
Upon every account, therefore, he has an
abhorrence at whatever can tend to deftroy
fociety, and is willing to make ufe of every
means, which can hinder fo hated, and fo
dreadful an event. Injuftice neceflarily tends
‘to deftroy it. Every appearance of injuftice,
therefore, alarms him, and he runs, if I may
fay fo, to ftop the progrefs of what, if allowed -
to go on, would quickly put an end to every
thing that is dear to him. If he cannot re--
ftrain it by gentle and fair means, he muft
beat it down by force and violence, and at
any rate muft puta ftop to its further progrefs.
Hence it is, they fay, that he often approves
of the enforcement of the laws of juftice even
by the capital punifhment of thofe who violate
them. The difturber of the public peace is
_hereby removed out of the world, and others
are terrified by his fate from imitating his
example. :
Such is the account commonly given of
~ our approbation of the punifhment of injuftice.
Ard fo far this ac¢ount is undoubtedly true
- that we frequently have occafion to confirm
our natural fenfe of the propriety and fitnefs
of punithment by refle¢ting how neceflary it
is for preferving the order of fociety. When
the guilty is about to fuffer that juft retalia-
tion, which the natural indignation of man-
' L 4 kind
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kind tells them is due to his crimes ; when
the infolence of his injuftice is broken and
humbled by the terror of his approaching pu-
-nithment ; when he ceafes to be an obje&
of fear, with the generous and humane he
begins to be an obje&t of pity. The thought
of what he is about to fuffer extinguifhes
their refentment for the fufferings of others
to which he has given occafion. They are
difpofed to pardon and forgive him, and to
fave him from that punifhment which in all
their cool hours they had confidered as the
retribution due to fuch crimes. Here, there-
fore, they have occafion to call to their af~
fiftance the confideration of the general inte-
reft of fociety. They counterbalance the im-
pulfe of this weak and partial humanity by the.
dictates of 2 huiaanity that is more generous
- and compreheniive. They refleét that mercy ta
the guilty is cruclty to the innocent, and op-
pofe io the emotions of compaffion which they
feel for a particular perfon, a more enlarged

cempaffion, which they feel for mankind.
Sometimes too we have occafion to defend
the propriety of obferving the general rules of
juftice by the confideration of their neceflity
to the fupport of fociety. We frequently
hear the young and the licentious ridiculing
the moft facred rules of morality, and profef-
fing, fometimes from the corruption, but
more frequently from the vanity of their
hearts, the moft abominable maxims of con-
.du&. Our indignation roufes, and we are
~eager fo refute and cxPofe fuch deteftable
‘ . Principles,
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principles. But though it is their intrinfic
hatefulnefs and deteftablenefs, which origi-
nally inflames us againft them, we are unwil-
ling to affign this as the fole reafon why we
condemn them, or to pretend that it is merel
becaufe we ourfelves hate and deteft them.
The reafon, we think, would not appear to
be conclufive. Yet why fhould it not; if we
hate and deteft them becaufe they are the na-
tural and proper objects of hatred and detef-
tation ? But when we are afked why we fhould
not a& in fuch or fuch a manner, the ve
queftion feems to fuppofe that, to thofe who
afk it, this manner of acting does not appear
to be for its own fake the natural and pro-
per objet of thofe fentiments. We muft
thow them, therefore, that it ought to be fo
for the fake of fomething elfe. Upon this
-account we generally caft about for other ar-
guments, and the confideration which firft
-occurs to us is the diforder and confufion of
fociety which would refult from the univerfal
prevalence of fuch pra&ices. We feldom
fail, therefore, to infift upon this topic.

But though it commonly requires no great
difcernment to fee the deftructive tenden
.of all licentious practices to the welfare of fo-
ciety, it is feldom this confideration which
firft animates us againft them. All men, even
the moft ftupid and unthinking, abhor fraud,
perfidy, and injuftice, and delight to fee
them punifthed. But few men have refle¢ted
upon the neceflity of juftice to the exiﬁenc;

- [
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,of fociety, how obvious foever that neceflity
may appear to be. '

That it is not a regard to the prefervation
of fociety, which originally interefts us in the
punithment of crimes committed againit in-
dividuals, may be demonftrated by many ob-
vious confiderations. The concern which we
take in the fortune and happinefs of indi-
viduals does not, in common cafes, arife from’
that which we take in the fortune and hap-
pinefs of fociety. We are no more concern-
ed for the deftruétion or lofs of a fingle man,
becaufe this man is a member or part of fo-
ciety, and becaufe we fhould be concerned
-for the deftru&tion of fociety, than we are
-concerned for the lofs of a fingle guinea, be-
caufe this guinea is a part of a thoufand gui-
neas, and becaufe we fhould be concerned
for the lofs of the whole fum. In neither
cafe does our regard for the individuals arife
from our regard for the multitude; but in
both cafes our regard for the multitude is
-compounded and made up of the particular
regards which we feel for the different in-
-dividuals of which it is compofed. As when

- a fmall fum is unjuftly taken from us we do
“not fo much profecute the injury from a re-
~gard to the prefervation of our whole fortune,
- as from a regard to that particular fum which
- we have loft ; fo when a fingle man is injured

or. deftroyed we demand the punifhment of
the wrong that has been done to him, not fo
much from a concern for the general intereft
of fociety, as from a._concern for that very

individual
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individual who has been injured. It is to
be obferved, however, that this concern does
not neceffarily include it in any degree of thofe
exquifite fentiments which are commonl

called love, efteem and affe&ion, and b

which we diftinguifth our particular friends
and acquaintance. The concern which is
requifite for this is no more than the general
fellow-feeling which we have with every man
merely becaufe he is our fellow-creature. We
enter into the refentment even of an odious
perfon, when he is injured by thofe to whom
he has given no provocation. "Our difappro-
bation of his ordinary character and condu&
does not in -this cafe altogether prevent our
fellow-feeling with his natural indignation ;
though with thofe who are not either ex-
tremely candid, or who have not been ac-
cuftomed to correct and regulate their natural
fentiments by general rules, it is very apt to
damp it.

Upon fome occafions, indeed, we both
punifth and approve -of punithment, merely
from a view to the general intereft of fociety,
which,  we imagine, cannot otherwife be fe-
cured: Of this kind are all the punifhments
inflied for breaches of what is called either
civil police, or military difcipline. Such
crimes_do not immediately or direétly hurt
any particular perfon ; but their remote con-
fequences, it is fuppofed, do produce, or might
produce, either a confiderable inconveniency,
or a great diforder in the fociety. A centinel,
for example, who falls afleep upon his watch,

fuffers
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fuffers death by the laws of war, becaufe fuch
careleflnefs might endanger the whole army.
This feverity may, upon many occafions, ap-
pear neceflary, and, for that reafon, juft and
proper. When the prefervation of an indi-
vidual is inconfiftent with the fafety of a mul-
titude, nothing can be more juft than that
the many fhould be preferred to the one.
Yet' this punithment, how neceflary foever,
always appears to be excefiively fevere. The
natural atrocity of the crime feems to be fo
little, and the punifhment fo great, that it is
with great difficulty that our heart can re-
concile itfelf to it. Though fuch careleflnefs
appears very blameable, yet the thought of
this crime dees not naturally excite any fuch
refentment, as would prompt us to take fuch
_dreadful revenge. A man of humanity muft
recolle&t himfelf, muft make an effort, and
exert his whole firmnefs and refolution, be-
fore he can bring himfelf either to inflict it,
or to go along with it when it is inflicted by
others. It is not, however, in this manner,
that he looks upon the juft punifhment of an
‘ungrateful murderer or parricide. His heart,
in this cafe, applauds with ardour, and even
with tranfport, the juft retaliation which
feems due to fuch deteftable crimes, and
which, if, by any accident, they fhould hap-
pen to efcape, he would be highly enraged
and difappointed. The very different fenti-
ments with which the fpetator views thofe
different punifhments, is a proof that his ap-
probation of the one is far from being founded
upon
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upon the fame principles with that of the
other. He looks upon the centinel as an un-
fortunate vi&im, who, indeed, muft, and
ought to be, devoted to the fafety of num-
bers, but whom ftill, in his heart, he would
be glad to fave; and he is only forry, that
the intereft of the many fhould oppofe it.
But if the murderer fhould efcape f}r)om pu-
nithment, it would excite his higheft indig--
nation, and he would call upon God to avenge,
in another world, that crime which the in-
juftice of mankind had neglected to chaftife
upon earth. :

For it well deferves to be taken notice of,
that we are {o far from imagining that injuf-
tice ought to be punifhed in this life, merel
on account of the order of fociety, whicl{
cannot otherwife be maintained, that nature
teaches us to hope, and religion authorifes us
to expect, that it will be punifthed, even in a
life to come. Our fenfe of its ill defert pur=
fues it, if I may fay fo, even beyond the grave,
though the example of its punithment there
cannot ferve to deter the reft of mankind, who
fee it not, who know it not, from bein
guilty of the like practices here. The juftice
of God, however, we think, ftill requires,
that he fhould hereafter avenge the injuries
of the widow and the fatherlefs, who are
here fo often infulted with impunity.

« That the Deity loves virtue and hates vice,
as a voluptuous man loves riches and hates
poverty, not for their own fakes, but for the
effects which they tend to produce; that he

3 loves
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Ioves the one, only becaufe it promotes the
happinefs of fociety, which his benevolence
prompts him to defire ; and that he hates the
other, only becaufe it occafions the mifery
of mankind, which the fame diviné quality
renders the obje& of his averfion ; is not the
do@rine of nature, but of an artificial, though
ingenious, refinement of philofophy. All our
natural fentiments prompt us to believe, that
as perfect virtue is fuppofed neceffarily to ap-
pear to the Deity, as it does to us, for its own
fake, and without any further view, the na-
tural and proper obje& of love and reward,
fo mutft vice, of hatred and punithment.” That
the gods neither refent nor hurt, was the ge-
neral maxim of all the different fes of the
ancient philofophy : and if, by rtfenting, be
underftood, that violent and diforderly per-
turbation, which often diftra&s and con-
founds the human breaft ; or if, by hurting,
be underftood, the doing mifchief wantonly,
and without regard to propriety or juftice,
fuch weaknefs is undoubtedly unworthy of
the divine perfeGtion. But if it be meant,
that vice does not appear to the Deity to be,
for its own fake, the object of abhorrence
and averfion, and what, for its own fake, it
is fit and right fhould be punifhed, the truth
.of this maxim can, by no means, be fo eafily
admitted. If we confult our natural fenti-
ments, we are apt to fear, left, before the
“holinefs of God, vice fhould appear to ba
more worthy of punithment than the weak-
nefs and imperfection of human virtue can

ever
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ever feem to be of reward. Man, when
about to appear before a being of infinite

erfeGtion, can feel but little confidence in
ﬁis own merit, or in the imperfe& propriety
of ‘his own condu&. In the prefence of his
fellow-creatures, he may even juftly elevate
himfelf, and may often have reafon to think
highly of his own chara&ter and condu&,
compared to the ftill greater imperfe@ion of
theirs. But the cafe is quite different when
about to appear before his infinite Creator.
To fuch a being, he can fcarce imagine, that
his littlenefs and weaknefs fhould ever feem
to be the preper objeét, either of efteem or
of reward. But he can eafily conceive, how
the .numberlefs violations of duty, of which
he has been guilty, fhould render him the
proper obje& of averfion and punithment ;
neither can he fee any reafon why the divine
indignation fhould not be let loofe without
any reftraint, upon fo vile an infe@, as he is

- . fenfible that he himfelf muft appear to be.

If he would ftill hope for happinefs, he is
conicious that he cannot demand it from the
‘juftice, but that he muft entreat it from the
mercy of God. Repentance, forrow, humi-
liation, contritien at the thought of his paft
condu&, are, upon this account, the fenti-
ments which become him, and feem to bg
the only means which he hasleft for appeaf-
ing that wrath which, he knows, he has
~juftly provoked. He even diftrufts the effi-
cacy-of all thefe, :and naturally fears, left the
wildom of God fhould not, like the weaknefs

of
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of man, be prevailed upon to fpare the crime,

by the moft importunate lamentations of the
ecriminal.  Some other interceflion, fome

other facrifice, fome other atonement, he

imagines muft be made for him, beyond what

he himfelf is capable of making, before the -
purity of the divine juftice can be reconciled

to his manifold offences. The do&rines of
revelation coincide, in every refpe, with

thofe original anticipations of nature; and, as

they teach us how little we can “depend

upon the imperfeGtion of our own virtue, fo

they fhow us, at the fame time, that the

moft powerful interceflion has been made,

and that the moft dreadful atonement has

been paid for our manifold tranfgreffions and

iniquities.

SECTION
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SECTION NI

Of the influence of fortune upon the fenti=
© ments of mankind, with regard to the
~ merit or demerit of a&ions.

INTRODUCTION.

HATEVER praife or blame can be
due to any action, muft belong either;
firlt, to the intention or affe@ion of the heart,
from which it proceeds ; or, fecondly, to the
external aGtion or movement of the body,
which this affeGion gives occafion to ; or laft,
to all the good or bad confequences, which
attually, and in fa&, proceed from it. Thefe
three different things conftitute the whole na-
ture and circumftances of the a&ion, and muft
be the foundation of whatever quality can bes
long to it.

That the two laft of - thefe three circuma
ftances cannot be the foundation of any praife
or blame, is abundantly evident; nor has the
contrary ever been afferted by any body.
The. external aétion or movement of the
body is often the fame in the moft inno=

. cent and in the moft blameable a&tions. He
who thoots a bird, and he who fhoots a

" man, both of them perform the fame external
movement : each of them draws the tricker
of a gun. The confequences which actually,
and in fa&, happen to proceed from any ac-
tion,
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tion, are, if pofiible, ftill more indifferent
cither to praife or blame, than even the ex-
ternal movement of the body. As they de-
pend, not upon the agent, but upon fortune,
they cannot be the proper foundation for an
fentiment, of which his charaéter and conduct
are the objects.

The only confequences for which he
can be anfwerable, or by which he can
deferve either approbation or difapproba-
tion of any kind, are thofe which were fome
way or other intended, or thofe which,
at leaft, thow fome agreeable or difagreeable
quality in the intention of the heart, from
which he a&ed. To the intention or affec-
tion of the heart, therefore, to the propriety
or impropriety, to the beneficence or hurtful-
nefs of the defign, all praife or blame, all ap-
probation or difapprobation of any kind,
which can juftly be beftowed upon any acion,
mutft ultimately belong. '

When this maxim is thus propofed, in ab-
ftract and general terms, there is no body who
does not agree to it. It’s felf-evident juftice
is acknowledged by all the world, and there
is not a diffenting voice among all mankind.
Every body allows, that, how different fo-
ever the accidental, the unintended and un-
forefeen confequences of different aGtions, yet,
if the intentions or affections from which they
arofe were, on the one hand, equally proper
and equally beneficent, or, on the -other,
equally improper and equally malevolent, the
merit or demerit of the a&ions is {till the famec,l

I an
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and the agent is equally the fuitable object
either of gratitude or of refentment.

But how well foever we may feem to be
perfuaded of the truth of this equitable
maxim, when we confider it after this man-
ner, in abftrac, yet when we come to parti-
cular cafes, the actual confequences which
happen to proceed from any action, have a
very great effect upon our fentiments concern-
ing its merit or demerit, and almoft always
either enhance or diminifh our fenfe of both.
Scarce, in any one inftance, perhaps, will our
fentiments be found, after examination, to be
entirely regulated by this rule, which we
all acknowledge ought entirely to regulate
them. ,

This irregularity of fentiment, which eve
body feels, which fcarce any body is fuffici-
ently aware of, and which no body is wil-
ling to acknowledge, I proceed now to ex-
plain ; and I fhall confider, firft, the caufe .
which gives occafion to it, or the mecha-
nifm by which nature produces it; fecondly,
the extent of its influence; and, laft of all,
the end which it anfwers, or the purpofe
which  the Author of nature feems to have
intended by it.

M2 _  CHAP.
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4 CHAP L
Of the caufes of this influence of fortune.

HE caufes of pain and pleafure, what-

ever they are, or however they operate,
feem to be the objects, which, in all animals,
immediately excite thofe two paffions of gra-
titude and refentment.  They are excited by
inanimated, as well as by animated. objects.
.We are angry, for a moment, even at the
ftone that hurts us. A child beats it, a dog
barks at it, a choleric man is apt to curfe it.
The leaft refleGion, indeed, correts this fen-
timent, and we foon become fenfible, that
what has no feeling is a very improper obje&
of revenge. When the mifchief, however,
is very great, the obje& which caufed it be-
comes difagreeable to us ever after, and we
take pleafure to burn or deftroy it. We fhould
treat, in this manner, the inftrument which
had accidentally been the caufe of the death
of a friend, and we fhould often think our-
felves guilty of a fort of inhumanity, if we
neglected to vent this abfurd fort of vengeance
upon it. '

We conceive, in the fame manner, a fort
of gratitude for thofe inanimated objeds,
which have been the caufes of great, or fre-
quent pleafure to us. The failor, who, as -
foon as he got afhore, fhould mend his fire
with the plank upon which he had juft ef-

caped
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caped from a fhipwreek, would feem to be
guilty of an unnatural action. We fhould
expe&t that he would rather preferve it with

" care and affeGion, as a monument that was,’
in fome meafure, dear to him. A man grows
fond of a fnuff-box, of a pen-knife, of a ftaff
which he has long made ufe of, and conceives
fomething like a real love and affection for
them. Ifhe breaks or lofes them, he is vex-
ed out of all proportion to the value of the da-
mage. The houfe which we have long lived
in, the tree, whofe verdure and thade we have
long enjoyed, are both looked upon with a
fort of refpect that feems due to fuch benefac-
tors. ‘The decay of the one, or the ruin of
the other, affe&s us with a kind of melancho-
ly, though we fhould fuftain no lofs by it.
The Dryads and the Lares of the ancients, a
fort of genii of trees and houfes, were pro-
bably firft fuggefted by this fort of affection,
which the authors of thofe fuperttitions felt
for fuch obje&s, and which feemed unreafon-
able, if there was nothing animated about
them. . :

But, before any thing can be the proper
obje& of gratitude or refentment, it muft not
only be the caufe of pleafure or pain, it muft
likewife be capable of feeling them. With-
out this other quality, thofe paffions cannot
vent themfelves with any fort of fatisfattion
upon it. As they are excited by the caufes of
pleafure and pain, fo their gratification con-
fifts in retaliating thofe fenfations upon what
gave occafion to.them ; which it is to no pur- -

'M 3 pofe '
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pofe to attempt upon what has no fenfibility.
Animals, therefore, are lefs improper objects
of gratitude and refentment than inanimat=d
obje&ts. The dog that bites, the ox that
gores, are both of them punithed. If they
have been the caufes of the death of any per-
fon, ncither the public, nor the relations of
the flain, can be fatisfied, unlefs they are put
to death in their turn: nor is this merely for
the fecurity of the hvmg, but, in fome mea-
fure, to revenge the injury of the dead. Thofe
animals, on the contrary, that have been re-
markably ferviceable to their mafters, become
the objects of a very lively gratitude. We are
thocked at the brutality of that officer, men-
tioned in the Turkith Spy, who ftabbed
the horfe that had carried him a-crofs an arm
of the fea, left that animal thould afterwards
diftinguith fome other perfon by a fimilar ad-
venture.

But, though animals are not only the caufes
of pleafure and pain, but are alfo capable of
feeling thofe fenfations, they are ftill far from
being compleat and perfet objects, either of
-gratxtudc or refentment; and thofe paﬁions
{til] feel, that there is fomething wanting to
their entire gratxﬁcauon W hat gratitude
chiefly defires, is not only to make the bene-
factor feel plexfure in his turn, but to make
him confcious that he meets with this reward
on account of his paft conduét, to make him
pleafed with that condud, and to fatisfy him,
that the pvnon upon whom he beftowed his
good oflices was not unworthy of them.

What

A\




Se&. 3. Of MERIT and DEMERIT. 167

What moft of all charms us in our benefac-
tor, is the concord between his fentiments
and our own, with regard to what interefts us
{0 nearly as the worth of our own character,
~and the efteem that is due tous. Weare de-
~ lighted to find a perfon who values us as we -
value ourfelves, and diftinguifhes us from the
reft of mankind, with an attention not unlike
that with which we diftinguifh ourfelves. To
maintain in him thefe agreeable and flattering
fentiments, is one of the chief ends propofed
by the returns we are difpofed to make to him.
A generous mind often difdains the interefted
thought of extorting new favours from its be-
nefactor, by what may be called the importu-
nities of its gratitude. But to preferve and to
increafe his efteem, is an intereft which the
greateft mind does not think unworthy of its
attention. And this is the foundation of what
I formerly obferved, that when we cannot en-
ter into the motives of our benefacor, when
his condu& and character appear unworthy
of our approbation, let his fervices have been
ever {o great, our gratitude is always fenfibl
diminithed. We are lefs flattered by the di-
ftin&ion ; and to preferve the efteem of fo
weak, or fo worthlefs a patron, feems to be
an object which does not deferve to be purfued
for its own fake.
_ The obje&, on the contrary, which refent-
ment is chiefly intent upon, is not fo much to
make our enemy feel pain in his turn, as to
make him confcious that he feels it upon ac-
count of his paft condu&, to make him re-
M 4 pent
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ent of that condu®, and to make him fen-
fible, that the perfon whom he injured did not
deferve to be treated in that manner. What
chiefly enrages us againft the man who injures
or infults us, is the little account which he
feems to make of us, the unreafonable prefe-
rence which he gives to himfelf above us,
and that abfurd felf-love, by which he feems:
to imagine, that other people may be facri-
ficed at any time, to his conveniency or his
humour. The glaring impropriety of this
condu&, the grofs infolence and injuftice
which it feems to involve in it, often fhock
and exafperate us more than all the mifchief
which we have fuffered. .To bring him back
to a more juft fenfe of what is due to other
people, to make him fenfible of what he owes
us, and of the wrong that he has done to us,
s frequently the principal end propofed in our
revenge, which is always imperfect when it
cannot accomplith this. When our enemy
appears to have done us no injury, when we
are fenfible that he acted quite properly, that,
in his fituation, we fhould have done the
fams thing, and that we deferved from him
all the mifchief we met with; in that «cafe,
if we have the leaft fpark either of candour
or juftice, we can entertain no fort of re~
fentment. , :
Before any thing, therefore, can be the
compleat and proper objet, either of grati-
tude or refentment, it muft poffefs three diffe-
rent qualifications.  Firft, it muft be the
caufe of pleafure in the one cafe, and of pain
_ in
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in the other. Secondly, it muft be capable
of fecling thofe fenfations. And, thirdly, it
mutt not only have produced thofe fenfations,
but it muft have produced them from defign,
and from a defign that is approved of in the
one cafe, and difapproved of in the other. It
is by the firft qualification, that any object is
capable of exciting thofe paffions: it is by the
fecond, that it is in any refpe&t capable of
gratifying them : the third qualification is
both neceflary for their compleat fatisfaction,
and as it gives a pleafure or pain that is both
exquifite and peculiar, it is ikewife an addi-
tional exciting caufe of thofe paffions.

As what gives pleafure or pain, thercfore,
either in one way or another, is the fole ex-
citing caufe of gratitude and refentment;
though the intentions of any perfon fhould be
ever fo proper and beneficent, on the one
hand, or ever fo improper and malevolent on.
the other ; yet, if he has failed in producing
either the good or the evil which he intend-
ed, as one of the exciting caufes is wanting in
~ both cafes, lefs gratitude feems due to him in-
the one, and lefs refentment in the other.
And, on the contrary, though in the inten-
tions of any perfon, there was either no
laudable degree of benevolence on the one
hand, or no blameable degree of malice on the
other; yet, if his a&tions fhould produce ei-
ther great good or great evil, as one of the ex~
citing caufes takes place upon both thefe occa-
fions, fome gratitude is apt to arife towards
him in the one, and fome refentment in the

other,
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other. A fhadow of merit feems to fall upon
him in the firft, a thadow of demerit in the
fecond. And, as the confequences of a&tions
are altogether under the empire of fortune,
hence arifes her influence upon the fenti-
ments of mankind, with regard to merit and
demerit.

CHAP. IL
Of the extent of this influence of fortune.

HE effe& of this influence of fortune

is, firft, to diminith our fenfe of the
merit or demerit of thofe a&ions which arofe
from the moft laudable or blameable inten-
tions, when they fail of producing their
propofed effects : and, fecondly, to increafe
our fenfe of the merit or demerit of a&ions, .
beyond what is due to the motives or affeGtions
from which they proceed, when they acci-
dentally give occafion either to extraordinary
pleafure or pain.

I. Firft, I fay, though the intentions of
any perfon fhould be ever fo proper and bene-
ficent, on the one hand, or ever fo improper
and malevolent, on the other, yet, if they
fail in producing their effects, his merit feems
imperfe& in the one cafe, and his demeritin-
compleat in the other. Nor is this irregula-
rity of fentiment felt only by thofe who are
immediately affe¢ted by the confequences of

any aGtion. It is felt, in fome meafure, even
by
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" by the impartial {pectator. ‘The man who
folicits an office for ancther, without obt:in-
ing it, isregarded as his friend, and feems to
deicrve his love and affection. But the man
who not only foliicits, but procurcs it, is
more peculiarly confidered as his patron and
benefactor, and is intitled to his refpeét and
gratitude. 'The perfon obliged, we are aptto
think, may, with fome juftice, imagine him-
felf on a level with the firft: but we cannot
enter into his fentiments, if he does not feel
himfelf inferior to the fecond. It is common
indeed to fay, that we are equally obliged to
the man who has endeavoured to ferve us,
as to him who a&ually did fo. It is the
{peech which we conftantly make upon ever

unfuccefsful attempt of this kind ; but which,
like all other fine fpeeches, muft be under-
ftood with a grain of allowance. The fenti-
ments which a man of generofity entertains
for the friend who fails, may often indeed be
ncarly the fame with thofe which he conceives
for him who fucceeds : and the more generous
he is, the more nearly will thofe fentiments
approach to an exact level. With the truly
generous, to be beloved, to be efteemed by
thofe whom they themfelves think worthy of
efteem, gives more pleafure, and thereby ex-
cites more gratitude, than all the advantages
which they can ever expe& from thofe fenti-
ments. When they lofe thofe advantages
therefore, they feem to lofe but a trifle, which
is {carce worth regarding. .They ftill how-
ever lofe fomething. Their pleafure there-

fore,
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fore, and confequently their gratitude, is not
perfe@ly compleat: and accordingly if, be-
tween the friend who fails and the friend who
fucceeds, all other circumftances are equal,
there will, even in the nobleft and the beft -
mind, be fome little difference of affeGtion in
favour of him who fucceeds. Nay, fo unjuft
are mankind in this refpe&, that though the
intended benefit thould be procured, yet if it
is not procured by the means of a particular
benefator, they are apt to think that lefs
gratitude is due to the man, who with the
beft intentions in the world could do no more
than help it a little forward. As their grati-

- .tude is in this cafe divided among the different

‘perfons who contributed to their pleafure, a
imaller fhare of it feems due to any one. Such
a perfon, we hear men commonly fay, intend-
ed no doubt to ferve us ; and we really believe
exerted himfelf to the utmoft of his abilities
for that purpofe. We are not, however,
obliged to him for this benefit ; fince had it
not been for the concurrence of others, all
that he could have done would never have
brought it about. This confideration, they
imagine, fhould,-even in the eyes of the im-
partial fpecator, diminifh the debt which they
owetohim. The perfon himfelf who has un-
fuccefsfully endeavoured to confer a benefit,
has by no means the fame dependency upon
the gratitude of the man whom he meant to
oblige, nor the fame fenfe of his own merit
towards him, which he would have had in the

cafe of fuccefs.
T Even
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Even the merit of talents and abilities which
fome accident has hindered from producing
their effe&s, feems in fome meafure imperfect,
even to thofe who are fully convinced of their
capacity to produce them. The gereral who
has been hindered by the envy of minifters
from gaining fome great advantage over the
enemies of his country, regrets the lofs of the
opportunity for ever after. Nor is it only
upon account of the public that he regrets it.
He laments that he was hindered from per-
forming an action which would have added a
new luftre to his charater in his own eyes, as
well as in thofe of every other perfon. It fa-
tisfies neither himfelf nor others to refle@ that
the plan or defign was all that depended on
him, that no greater capacity was required to
execute it than what was neceflary to concert
it : that he was allowed to be every way ca-
pable of executing it, and that had hebeen
permitted to go on, fuccefs was infallible. He
ftill did not execute it ; and though he might
deferve all the approbation which is due to a
magnanimous and great defign, he ftill wanted
the aGtual merit of having performed a great
action. To take the management of any af-
fair of public concern from the man who has
almoft brought it to a conclufion, is regarded
as the moft invidious injuftice. As he had
done fo much, he thould, we think, have
~been allowed to acquire the compleat merit of
putting an end to it. It was objected to Pom-
pey, that he came in upon the victories of
Lucullus, and gathered thofe laurels which

were
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were due to the fortune and valour of another.
The glory of Lucullus, it feems, was lefs com-
pleat even in the opinion of his own friends,
when he was not permitted to finith
that conqueft which his condu& and courage
had put in the power of almoft any man to
finith. It mortifies an archite® when his

lans are either not executed at all, or when
they are fo far altered as to {poil the effe&t of
the building. The plan, however, is all that
depends upon the archite&. The whole of
his genius is, to good judges, as compleatly
difcovered in that as in the aGtual execution.
But a plan does not, even to the moft intelli-
gent, give the fame pleafure as a noble and
magnificent building. They may difcover as
much both of tafte and genius in the one as
in the other. But their effects are ftill vattly
different, and the amufement derived from
the firft, never approaches to the wonder and
admiration which are fometimes excited
by the fecond. We may believe of many
men, that their talents are fuperior to thofe of
Caxfar and Alexander; and that in the fame
fituations they would perform ftill greater ac-
tions. In the mean time, however, we do
not behold them with that aftonifhment and
admiration with which thofe two heroes have
been regarded in all ages and nations. The
calm judgments of the mind may approve of
them more, but they want the f{plendor of
great aCtions to dazzle and tranfport it. The
{uperiority of virtues and talents have not,

even upon thofe who acknowledge that fupe-
riority,
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riority, the fame effe® with the fuperiority of
atchievements. .

As the merit of an unfuccefsful attempt to
do good feems thus, in the eyes of ungrateful
mankind, to be diminifhed by the mifcar-
riage, fo does likewife the demerit of an un-
fuccefsful attempt to do evil. The defign
to commit a crime, how clearly foever it may
be proved, is {carce ever punifhed with the
fame feverity as the actual commiffion of it,
The cafe of treafon is perhaps the only excep-
tion. 'That crime immediately affeCting the
being of the government itfelf, the govern-
ment is naturally more jealous of it than of
any other. Inthe punifhment of treafon, the
fovereign refents the injuries which are im-
mediately done to himfelf : in the punith-
ment of other crimes, he refents thofe which
are done to other men. It is his own refent-
ment which he indulges in the one cafe : it
it that of his fubjects which by fympathy he
enters into in the other. In the firft cafe,
therefore, as he judges in his own caufe, he
is very apt to be more violent and fangui-
nary in his punifhments than the impartial
fpe&ator can approve of. His refentment too
rifes here upon fmaller occafions, and does
not always, as in other cafes, wait for the
perpetration of the crime, or even for the at-
tempt to commit it. A. treafonable concert,
though nothing has been done, or even at-
tempted in confequence of it, nay, a trea-
fonable converfation, is in many countries

punithed in the fame manner as the actual

commif~
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commiffion of treafon. With regard to all
other crimes, the mere defign, upon which
no attempt has followed, is feldom punifhed
at all, and is never punifhed feverely. A cri-
minal defign, and a criminal altion, it ma
be faid indeed, do not neceffarily fuppofe the
fame degree of depravity, and ought not there-
fore to be fubjected to the fame punithment.
We are capable, it may be faid, of refolving,
and even of taking meafures to execute, many
things which, when it comes to the point, we
feel ourfelves altogether incapable of execut-
ing. But this reafon can have no place when
the defign has been carried the length of the
laft attempt. The man however, who fires
a piftol at his enemy, but miffes him, is pu~
nithed with death by the laws of fcarce any
country. By the old law of Scotland, tho’
he thould wound him, yet, unlefs death en-
fues within a certain time, the affaffine is not
liable to the laft punithment. The refent-
ment of mankind,  however, runs fo high
againft this crime, their terror for the man
who fhows himfelf capable of committing it
is fo great, that the mere attempt to commit
it ought in all countries to "be capital. The
attempt to commit fmaller crimes is almoft
always punifhed very lightly, and fometimes
is not punithed at all. The thief, whofe hand
~has been caught in his neighbour’s pocket
before he had taken any thing out of it, is
punithed with ignominy only. If he had
got time to take away an handkerchief, he
would have been put to death. The houfe-
breaker,
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breaker, who has been found fetting a lad-
der to his neiglibour’s window, but had not
got info it, is not expofed to the capital pu-
hithment. The attempt to ravith is not pu-
hithed a5 4 rape. The attempt to feduce a
married womadn is tiot punithed at all, though
fedu@ion 1s punifhed feverely. Our refent-
ment agiinft thé perfon who only attempted -
to do a mifchief is feldom fo ftrong as to bear
us out in infliGting the fime puniﬂ%ment' upon
him which we fhould have thought due if he
had a&ually done it. In the one cife, the
joy of our deliverance alleviates our fenfe of
the atrocity of his condu¢t ; in the other,
the grief for our misforturie increafes it.  His
teal demerit, however, is undoubtedly th&
fame in both cafes, finiceé his intentions were
equally ctimindl ; dnd there is in this refpet,
thereforé, an irregulatity in the fentiments
of all men, and a confequert relaxation of
difcipline in the laws of, I believe, all nations,
.of the moft civilized, as well as of the moft
-barbarous. The humanity of a civilized people
difpofes them either to difpenfe with, or to
mitigat¢ punithrhents wherever their natural
indignation is not geaded on by the confe-
quences of the crime. Barbarians, on.the
other hand, when no aCual confequence has
happened from any aion, are not apt to be
very delicaté or inquifitive about the motives:

The perfon himfelf who either from paf=
fion, or from the influence of bad company,
has refolved, and perhaps taken meafures 10
perpetrate fome crime, but who has fortii=

' N nately
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nately been Ercvcnted by an accident which
put it out of his IPower, is fure, if he has any
ternains of copicience, to reg“rd th;s event
all his life after as'a great and fignal delive-
rance He can never think of it Wx;hout re-
turning thanks to Heaven for having been
thus gracxouﬂv pleafed to fave him from the
guilt 1n which he was juft ready to plunge
himfelf, and to hinder ‘him from rendcrmg '
all the reft of his life a fcene of horrar, re-
morfe, and repentance. But though his hands
are mnocent, he is confcious that his heart
is equally guilty as if he had atually executcd,
what he was {0 fully refolved upon. It gives
great’ eafe to his confcxence, however, to con-
fider that the crime was not executed, qhough
he knows that the failure arofe from no virtue
in him. He il confiders himfelf as lefs de-
fervmg of pumfhment and refentment; and
.this good fortune either diminifhes, or takes
away altooether, all fenfe of guilt. To re-
member how much he was refolved upon it,
" has no other effect than to mak¢ him regard
 his efcape as the greater and more miraculous :
for he {4l fancies that he has efcap d, and he
Tooks back upon the danger to which his
peace of mind was expofcd with that terror,
with which one who is in fafety may {fome-
times remember the hazard he was in of fal~
ling over a precipice, and {hudder with horror
‘at the thought.
- 2." The fccond effe@ of this influence of
fortune, is to increafe our fenfe of the merit
or demerit of actions beyond what is due to
8 the
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the motives or affection from which they pro-
ceed, when they happen to give occafion td
extraordinary pleafure or pain. The agree-
able or difagreeable effects of the action often
throw a fhadow of merit or demerit upon thé
agent, though in his intention there was no<
. thing that deferved either praife or blame, of
at leaft that deferved them in the degree in
which we are apt to beftow them. Thus,
even the meflenger of bad news is difagreeable
to us, and, on the contrary, we feel a fort of
gratitude for the man who brings us good
tidings. For a moment we look upon them
both as the authors, the one of eur good, thé
other of our bad fortune, and regaid them i
fome meafure as if they had really brought
about the events which they only give an ac«
count of. The firft author of our joy is nas
turally the object of a tranfitory gratitude: we
embrace him with warmth and affeGtion, and
fhould be glad, during the inftant of our pro-
fperity, to reward him as for fome fignal fer<
vice: By the cuftom of all courts, thé
officer, who brings the news of a victory; is
intitled to confiderable preferments; and the
general always chufes one of his principal fa+ .
vourites to go upon fo agreeable an errand. -
The firft author of our forrow is, on the con-
trary, juft as naturally the objeét of a tranfia
tory refentment. We can {fcarce avoid look-
ing upon him with chagrine and uneafinefs }
and the rude and brutal are apt to vent upon
him that fpleen which his intelligence: gives
occafion to. ‘Tigranes, King of Armenia,
N 2 ftruck
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ftruck off the head of the man who brought
him the firft account of the approach of a
formidable enemy. To punifh in this manner
the author of bad tidings, feems barbarous
and inhuman : yet, to reward the meflenger
of good news, is not difagreeable to us ; we
think it fuitable to the bounty of kings. But
why do we make this difference, fince, if
there is no fault in the one, neither is there
any merit in the other ? It is becaufe any fort
of reafon feems fufficient to authorife the exer-
tion of the focial and benevolent affetions ;
but it requires the moft folid and fubftantial
to make us enter into that of the unfocial and
malevolent. . '

But though in general we are averfe to en-
ter into the unfocial and malevolent affecti-
ons, though we lay it down for a rule that we
ought never to approve of their gratification
unlefs fo far as the malicious and unjuft in-
tention of the perfon, againft whom they.
are direted, renders him their proper obj@lﬁ-);
yet, upon fome occafions, we relax of this
feverity. When the negligence of one man
has occafioned fome unintended damage to
another, we generally enter fo far into the re-
fentment of the fufferer, as to approve of his
infli¢ting a punifhment upon the offender
much beyond what the offence will have ap-
peared to deferve, had no fuch unlucky con-
fequence followed from it.

There isadegree of negligence, whichwould
appear to deferve fome chaftifement though it

fhould occafion no damage to any body. Thus,
’ if
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if a perfon fhould throw a large ftone over
a wall into a public ftreet without giving
warning to thofe who might be pafling by,
and without regarding where it was likely to

fall, he would undoubtedly deferve fome chaf-

tifement. A very accurate police would pu-
nith fo abfurd an a&ion, even though it Kad
done no mifchief. The perfon who has been
guilty of it, thows an iafolent contempt of
the happinefs and fafety of others. There is
real injuftice in his condu&. He wantonly
expofes his neighbour to what no man in his
fenfes would chufe to expofe himfelf, and
evidently wants that fenfe of what is due to
his fellow-creatures which is the bafis of juf-
tice and of fociety. Grofs negligence there-
fore is, in the law, faid to be almoft equal
to malicious defign *. When any unlucky
confequences happen from fuch careleflnefs,
the perfon who has been guilty of it is often
punifhed as if he had really intended thofe
confequences ; and his condu&, which was
only thoughtlefs and infolent, and what de-
ferved fome chaftifement, is confidered as
atrocious, and as liable to the fevereft punifh-
ment. Thus if, by the imprudent action
above-mentioned, he fhould accidentally kill
a man, heis, by the laws of many countries,
particularly by the old law of Scotland, liable
to the laft punithment. And though this is
no doubt exceflively fevere, it is not altoge-
ther inconfiftent with our natural fentiments.

* Lata culpa prope dolum eft.

N 3 Cur
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Our juft indignation againt the folly and in-
humanity of his conduct is exafperated by our
* {ympathy with the unfortunate fufferer. No-
thing however would appear more fhocking
to our natural fenfe of equity, than to .bring
a man to the fcaffold merely for having thrown
a ftone carelefly into the ftreet without hurt-
ing any body. The folly and inhumanity of
his condu&, however, would in this cafe be
the fame ; but {till our fentiments would be
very different. The confideration of this dif-
ference may fatisfy us how much the indig-
nation, even of the fpetator, is apt to be
animated by the actual confequences of the.
a&ion. In cafes of this kind there will, if
I am not miftaken, be found a great degree.
of feverity in the laws of almoft all nations ;

~ as I have already obferved that in thofe of an

oppofite kind there - was a very general relaxa-

tion of difcipline. '

- There is another degree of negligence which;
does not involve in it any fort of injuftice.

The perfon who is guilty of it treats his.
neighbour as he treats himfelf, means no harm

to any body,. and is far from. entertaining any

infolent contempt for the fafety and happi-

nefs of others. He is not, hawever, fo care-

ful and circumf{pe in his condu as he ought
to be, and deferves upon this account fome

degree of blagne and cenfure, but no fort of

unithment. Yet if by a negligence * of this
Emd he fhould occafion fome damage to an-

* Qplpa‘ levis. .
otaecr




Sec. 3. Of MERIT and DEMERIT. 183

other perfon, he is by the laws of, I believe,
all countries, obliged to compenfate it. ,And
though this is no doubt a real punithment,
and what no mortal would have thought of
m‘h&mg upon him, had it not been for the
unlucky accident which his condu& gave oc-
cafion t0'; yét this decifion of the law is ap-
proved of by the natural fentiments of all

mankind. Nothmg, we think, can be more
Juﬁ than' that one man fhould not fuffer by the
careleflnefs of anothér ; and that the damagc
occafioned by blameablé negligence thould be
made up by ‘the perfon who was guilty of it.

There is another {pecies of negligence *,

which' confijts merely in a2 want of the moft
anxious timidity and circumfpe&ion, with
regard o all the’ poﬂ“lble confequences of our
actions. The waiit of this painful attentlon,
when no bad' confequences follow from it, is
{o far ffom being regarded as blameable, that
the contrary quality is rather confidered as
fuch. That timid clrcumfpeéhon which: is
afraid of every thing, is never regarded as a
virtue, butas a qual ty which more than any
other ificapacitates for action and bufinefs. Yet‘
when, from a want of the exceflive care, a
perfon’ happens to occafion fome damage to

anotlier, he is often by the law obljged to com-

penfate it. Thus, by the Aqumm law,. the
mah, who not being able to manage a horfe’

that had accidentally takcn fright, fhould hap-.’

pen to ride down his nmghbours flave, is

* Culpa levifima.

N 4 obliged
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obliged to compenfate the damage. Whenan-
accident of this kind happens, we are apt to
think that he ought not to have rode fuch a
- horfe, and to regard his attempting it as an
unpardonable levity ; though without this
accident we fhould not only have made no
fuch reflection, but fhould have regarded his
refufing it as the effe@ of timid weaknefs,
and of an anxiety about merely poflible events,
which it is to no purpofe to be aware of. The
perfon himfelf, who by an accident even of
this kind has involuntarily hurt another, feems
to have fome fenfe of his own ill defert, with
regard to him. He naturally runs up to the fuf-
ferer to exprefs his concern for what has hap-

ened, and to make every acknowledgment in
ﬁis power. If he has any fenfibility, he necef-
farily defires to compenfate the damage, and tq"
do every thing he can to appeafe that animal re-
fentment, which he is fenfible will be apttoarife
in the breaft of the fufferer. To make no apo-
logy, ta offer no atonement, is regarded as the
higheft brutality. Yet why fhould he make an
apology more than any other perfon? Why
thould he, fince he was equally innocent with
any other by-ftander, be thus fingled out from
among all mankind, to make up for the bad.
fortune of another ? This tafk would furely:
never be impofed upon him, did not even the
impartial {peCtator feel fome indulgence for
‘what may be regarded as the unjuft refent-
ment of that other.

3 CHAP,
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CHAP ILI .
Of the final caufé of this irregularity of fen-
, timents. -

U CH is the effe of the good or bad
S confequence of actions upon the fenti-
ments both of the perfon who performs them,
and of others ; and thus, fortune, which go-
verns the world, has fome influence where we
thould be’leaft willing to allow her any, and
dire&s in fome meafure the fentiments of man-
kind, with regard to the characer and con-
duct both of themfelves and others. That the
world judges by the event, and not by the
defign, has been in all ages the complaint,
and is the great difcouragement of virtue.
Every body agrees to the general maxim, that
as the event does not depend on the agent,
it ought to have no influence upon our fen-
timents, with regard to the merit or propriety
of his condu&t. But when we come to par-
ticulars, we find that our fentiments are {carce
in any one inftance exaltly comformable to
what this equitable maxim would dire&.
The happy or .unprofperous event of any ac-
tion, is not only apt to give us a good or bad
opinion of the prudence with which it was
conducted, but almoft always too animates
qur gratitude or refentment, our fenfe of the
merit or demerit of the defign.

' . Nature,
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Nature, however, when fhe implanted the
feeds of this irregularity in the human breaft,
feems, as upon all other occafions, to have
intended the happinefs and perfection of the
fpecies. If the hurtfulnefs of the defign, if
the malevolence of ‘the affeGtion, were alone
the caufes which excited our refentment, we
fhould feel all the furies of that paffion againft
any perfon in whofe breaft we fufpected or
" believed fuch defigns or affeftions wére har-
boured, though they had never broke out
-into any action. Sentiments, thoughts, in-
tentions, would become the obje&s of punith-

"~ ment; and if the indignation of mankind

run as high againft them as againft aions ;
if the bafenefs of the thought which had given
birth to no acion, feemed in the eyes of the’
world as much to call aloud for vengearce as’
the bafenefs of the altion, every coutt of ju-
dicature would become a real' inquifition.
There would be no fafety for thé moft inno-
cent and' circumfpect conduct. Bad wifhes,
bad views, bad defigns, might ftill be fuf~
pected; and while thefe’ excited' the fame’
indigriation with bad condu&®, whil€ bad in-
tentions were as much' refénted as' Bad’aé&ions,-
they would' equally expofe the perfon to pu~
nithment and refentrhent. -~ A&tions therefore
which either produce a&ual evil, or atterfipt’
to produce it, and thereby put us in the im-
mediate fear of it, are by the Atuthor of na-
ture rendered the only proper and approved’
objects of human'punifiment and refentment.
Sentiments, defigns, affetions, though fit is

rom
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from thefe that according to.cool reafon hu-.
man a&ions derive their whole merit or de~
merit, are placed by the great Judge of hearts
beyond the limits of every human jurifdiGion,
and are referved for the cognizance of his own
unerring tribunal. That neceflary rule of
juftice, therefore, that men in this life are
liable to punifhment for their actions only,
not for their defigns and intentions, is found-
ed upon this falutary and ufeful irregularity
in human fentiments concerning merit or de-
merit, which at firft fight appears {o abfurd
and unaccountable. But every part of nature,
when attentively furveyed, equally demon-
ftrates the providential care of its author, and.
we may admire the wifdom and goodnefs of
God even in the weaknefs and folly of men.
Nor is that irregularity of fentiments alto-
gcther without its utility, by which the me-
rit of an unfuccefsful attempt to ferve, and.
much more that of meer good inclinations
and kind wihes, appears to be imperfect.
Man was made for action, and to promote
by the exertion of his faculties fuch changes.
in the external circumiftances both of himfelf
and others, as may feem moft favourable to
the happinefs of all. He muft not be fati~
fied with indclent benevolence, nor fancy
himfelf the friend of mankind, becaufe in his
heart he withes well to the profperity of the
world. " That he may call forth the whole
vigour of his foul, and ftrain every nerve,. in.
order to produce thefe ends which it is the
purpofe of his being to advance, nature has.
o taught
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Wb

taught him, that neither himfelf nor man-
kind can be fully fatisfied with his condu&,
nor beftow upon it the full meafure of ap-
plaufe, unlefs he has actually produced them.
He is made to know, that the praife of good
intentions, without the merit of good offices,
will be but of little avail to excite either the
loudeft acclamations of the world, or even
the higheft degree of felf-applaufe. ‘The
man who has performed no angle action of
importance, but whofe whole converfation
and deportiment exprefs the “the no-
bleft, and moft generous fentiments, can be
intitled to demand no very high reward, even

&n/l‘&ﬂﬁ'though hisfhould be owing to nothing

but the want of an opportunity to ferve. We
can ftill refufe it him without blame. We
can ftill afk him, What have you done ? What
dctual fervice can you produce, to intitle you
to fo great a recompence? We efteem you,
and love you ; but we owe you nothing. To
reward indeed that latent virtde which has
been ufelefs only for want of an opportunity
to ferve, to beftow upon it thofe honours and
preferments, which, though in fome meafure
it may be faid to deferve them, it could not
with propriety have infifted upon, is the ef-
fe& of the moft divine benevolence. To pu-
nith, on the contrary, for the affeGtions of
the heart only, where no crime has been
committed, is the moft infolent and barbarous
tyranny. The benevolent affeGtions feem to
deferve moft praife, when they do not wait

ti!l it Lecoines almoft a crime for them not to
, exert
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exert themfelves. The malevolent, on the
contrary, can fcarce be too tardy, too flaw or

deliberate. ' ) :
It is even of ufe that the evil which is done
without defign fhould be regarded as a misfor-
tune to the doer as well as to the fufferer..
Man is thereby taught to reverence the happi-
nefs of his brethren, to tremble left he thould,
even unknowingly, do any thing that can hurt
them, and to dread that animal refentment
which he feels is ready to burft out againft
him, if he fhould without defign be-the un-~

happy inftrument of their calamity: -

Notwithftanding, however, all thefe feem-
ing irregularities of fentiment, if man fhould
unfortunately either give occafion to thofe
evils which he did not intend, or fail it pro~
ducing that good which he intended, nature
.has not left his innocence altogether without
confolation, nor his virtue altogether without
reward. He then calls to his affiftance that
juft and equitable maxim, that thofe events
which did not depend upon our conduc ought
not to diminifh the efteem that is due to us.
He fummons up his whole magnanimity and
firmnefs of foul, and ftrives to regard himfelf,
not in the light in which he at prefent ap-
pears, but in that in which he ought to ap-
ear, in which he would have appeared had
1is generous defigns been crowned with fuc-
cefs, and in which he would #ill appear, not-
withftanding their mifcarriage, if the fenti-
hents of mankind were either altogether can-
did and equitable, or even perfeétly confiftent
: with
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with themfelves. The more candid and hu-<
mane part of mankind intirely go along with
the efforts which he thus makes to fupport
himfelf in his own opinion. They exert
their whole generofity and greatnefs of mind,
to corre& in themfelves this irregularity of
human nature, and endeavour to regard his
unfortunate magnanimity in the fame light in
which, had it been fuccefsful, they would,
without any fuch generous exertion, have na~
turally been difpofed to confiderit.

PART
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PART IIL

Of the foundation of our judgments ,
- concerning our own fentiments and -
condu@, and of the fepfe _of duty. -

Confifting of one SEcT10N.

CHAP L
Of the confeioufuefs of merited praife or blame.

N the two foregoing parts of this difcourfe, I
I have chiefly confidered the origin and
foundation of our judgments concerning the
fentiments and conduét of others. I come
now to confider the origin of thofe concerning
our own.

The defire of the approbation and efteem of
thofe we live with, which is ef fuch impor-
tance to our happinefs, cannot be fully and in-
tirely contented but by rendering ourfelves
_ the juft and proper objects of thofe fenti-
ments, and by adjufting our own chara&ter
and condu& according to thofe meafures and
rules by which efteem and approbation are na-
turally beftowed. It is not fufficient, that
from ignorance or miftake, efteem and a
probation fhould fome way or other be be~
ftowed upon us. If we are confcious that we

do
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do not deferve to be fo favouribly thought
of, and that, if the truth was known, we
fhould be regarded with very oppofite fenti-
ments, our fatisfattion is far from being com-
plete. The man who applauds us eitEer fos
a@ions which we did not perform, or for mo-
tives which had no fort ofP influence upon our
condu&, applauds not us, but another perfon.
We can derive no fort of fatisfaGtion from his
praifes. To us they fhould be more mortify-
ing than any cenfure, and fhould perpctual]y
call to our minds, the moft humbling of ail
reflexions, the reflexion upon what we ought
to be, but what we are not. A woman who
paints to conceal her uglinefs, could derive,
one fhould imagine, but little vanity from the
compliments thdt are paid to her beauty.
Thele, we fhould expect, ought rathet to put
her in mind of the fentiments which her real
complexion would excite, and mortify her the
more by the contraft. To be pleafed with
fuch groundlefs applaufe is a proofP of the moft
fuperficial levity and weaknefs. * It is what is
properly called vanity, and is the foundatioh
of the moft ridiculous and contemptible vices,
the vices of affeCtation and common lying ;
follies which, if experience did net teach us
how common they are, one fhould imagine
the leaft fpark of common fenfe would fave us
from. The foolith lyar, who endeavours to
excite the admiration of the company by the
relation of adventures which never had any
exiftence, the important coxcomb who gives
hinafelf airs of rank and diftinGtion which he

: . - well
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well knows he has no juft pretenfions to, are
both of them, nodoubt, pleafed with the ap«
plaufe which they fancy they meet with. But
their vanity arifes from fo grofs an illufion of
'the imagination, that it is difficult to conceivé
how any rationdl creature thould be impofed
tpoi by it. 'When they place them=
felves in the fituation of thofe whom they fan-=
cy they have deceived, they are ftruck with

the higheft admiration for their own perfons:

They look upon themfelves, not in that light

in which, they know, they ought to appear

to their companions, but in that in which

they believe their companions aétually look

upon them. Their fuperficial weaknefs and
trivial folly hindét them from ever turning
their eyes inwards, or from feding themfelves

in that defpicable point of view in which their
own conﬁ?ien,cc’s thould tell them that they
‘would appear to every body, if the real truth

fhould ever come to be known.- B

* As ignorant and groundlefs praife can give
ho folid joy, no fatisfaion that will bear any
ferious examination, fo, on the contrary, 1t
bften gives real comfort to refle&, that though

'ho praife thould attually be beftowed upon us;

our condu@®, however, has been fuch as to .
‘deferve it, and has beeri in every refpect fuit-
‘able to thofe meafures and rules by which
“ptaife and approbation are naturally and com-
‘mbnly beftowed. We arc pleafed not only
‘With praife, but with having done what 15
‘ praifé-wordéy. We are pleafed to think that
“we have rendered ourfelves the natural obje@s
S 0O

’
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of approbation, though no approbation fhould
gver atually be beftowed upon us: and we
are mortified to reflet that we have juftly in-
ccurred the blame of thofe we live with, tho’
that fentiment fhould never aGtually be exert-
ed againft us. ‘The man who is confcious to
himfelf that he has exa&ly obferved thofe
meafures of conduct which experience informs
him. are generally agreeable, refleits with fa-
tisfattion on the propriety of his own beha-
viour ; when he views it in the light in which
the 1mpart1al fpcé'tator would view it, he tho-
roughly enters into all the motives which in-
fluenced it ; he looks back upon every part of
it with pleafurc and approbation, and though
mankind fhould never be ac uamtcd with
what he has done, he regards himfelf not fo
.much according to the light in which they
actually regard him, as according to that, in

" which they would regard him if they were bet-
ter informed. He ant1c1patcs the applaufe
and admiration which in this cafe would be
‘beftowed upon him, and he applauds and ad-
mires himfelf by fympathy with fentiments
which do not indeed aGtuaily take place, but
~which the ignorance of the public alone hin-
"ders from taking place, which he knows are
‘the natural and ordinary effets of fuch con-

. du&, which his imagination ftrongly con-
‘ne@s with it, and which he has acquired a
_habit of conceiving as fomething that na-
‘turally and in propriety ought to flow from it,
. Men have often voluntarily thrown away life
to acqmrc after death a renown which they
could
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cbuld no longer enjoy. Their imagination,
in the mean time, anticipated that fame
which was thereafter to be beftowed upon
them.. Thofe applaufes which they were
never to hear rung in their ears. ‘The thoughts
of that admiration, whofe effe@s they were
never to feel, played about their hearts, ba-
nifhed from their breafts the ftrongeft of all
natural fears, and tranfported them to per-
form aions which feem almoft beyond the
teach of huthan nature. But in poirit of rea-
lity there is furely no great difference between
that approbation which is hot to be beftowed
till we can no longer enjoy it, and that which
. indeed is never to be beftowed, but which
would be beftowed if the world was ever miade
to underftand properly the real circumftances
of our behaviour. If the ore often produces
fuch violent effe@ts, we cannot wonder that the
other fhould always be highly regarded. .
On the contrary, the man who has broke
thro’ all thofe meafures of condu&, which can
alone render him agreeable to mankind, tho’
he fhould hdve the moft perfet affurance that
what he had done was for ever to be concealed
from every human eye, it is all to ho purpofe.
When he looks back upon it, and views it in
the light in which the impartial {pectatdr
would view it, he finds that he can enter into
none of the motives which influencedit. He
is abafhed and confounded at the thoughts of
it, and neceflarily feels a very high degree of
that thame which he would be expofed teo, if
his aicns fhould ever come to be generally
T -0 2 known,
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known. His imagination, in this cafe too,
anticipates the contempt and derifion from
which nothing faves him but the ignorance of
thofe he lives with. He ftill feels that he is
the natural obje of thefe fentiments, and
fill trembles at the thought of what he would
fuffer if they were ever aGtually exerted againft

him. But if what he had been guilty of was

not merely one of thofe imFropricties which
are the obje@s of fimple difapprobation, but
one of thofe .enormous crimes which excite
deteftation and refentment, he could never
think of it, as long as he had any fenfibility
left, without feeling all the agony of horror
and remotfe; and though he could be affured
that no man was ever to know it, and could
even bring himfelf to believe that there was
no God to revenge it, he would ftill feel
erough of both thefe fentiments to embitter
the whole of his life: He would ftll regard
himfelf as the natural objet of the hatred and
indignation of all his fellow-creatures ; and if.
his heart was not grown callous by the habit
. of crimes, he could not think without terror
‘and aftonifhment even of the manner, in
which mankind would look upon him, of
‘what would be the expreflion of their coun-
-tenance and of their eyes, if the dreadful truth
.fhould ever come to be known. Thefe natu-
ral pangs of an affrighted confcience are the
" demons, the avenging furies which in this life
" haunt the guilty, W%iCh allow them neither
~ quiet nor repofe, which often drive them to
sdefpair and diftraction, from which no affu-
. rance
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- rance of fecrecy can prote& them, from which
no principles of irreligion can entirely deliver
them, and from which nothing can free them
but the vileft and moft abject of all ftates, a
compleat ‘infenfibility to honour and infamy;
to vice and virtue. Men of the moft deteft-
able chara@ers, who, in the execution of the
moft dreadful crimes, had taken their mea-
fures fo coolly as to avoid even the fufpicion of
ﬁuilt, have fometimes been driven by the

orror of their fituation, to difcover of their
own accord, what no human fagacity could
ever have inveftigated. By acknowledging their
guilt, by fubmitting themfelves to the refent-
ment of their offended citizens, and by thus
fatiating that vengeance of which they were
fenfible that they were become the proper ob-
jects, they hoped by their death to reconcile
themfelves, at leaft in their own imagination,
to the natural fentiments of mankind, to be
able to confider themfelves as lefs worthy of
hatred and refentment, to attone in fome mea-
fure for their crimes, and, if pofiible, to die
in peace and with the forgivenefs of all their
fellow-creatures. Compared to what they
felt before the difcovery, even the thought
of this, it feems, was happinefs.

03 CHAP.
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CHAP IL

In what manner our own judgments refer to what
~ ought to be the judgments of others : and of the
origin of general rules.

Great part, perhaps the greateft part, of

human happinefs and mifery arifes from
the view of our paft condu&, and from the -
degree of approbation or difapprobation which
we feel from the confideration of it. But in
whatever manner it may affect us, our fenti-
ments of this kind have always fome fecret re-
ference either to what are, or to what upon
a certain condition would be, or to what we
imagine ought to be the fentiments of others.
We examine it as we imagine an impartial
fpeGtator would examine it. If upon placing
ourfelves in his fituation we thoroughly enter
into all the paffions and motives which in-
fluenced it, we approve of it by fympathy
with the approbation of this fuppofed equit-
able judge. If otherwife, we enter into his
difapprobation and condemn it, ‘

Was it poffible that a human creature could
grow up to manhood in fome folitary place
without any communication with his own
fpecies, he could no more think of his own
cflaraﬂer, of the propriety or demerit of his
own fentiments and conduét, of the beauty or
deformity of his own mind, than of the
‘beauty or deformity of his own face. All thefe

are -
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are obje&s which he cannot eafily fee, which-

naturally he does not look at; and with re-

gard to which he is provided with no mirror

-which can prefent them to his view. Bring
him into fociety, and he is immediately pro- .
vided with the mirror which he wanted be-
fore. It is placed in the countenance and be -
haviour of thofe he lives with, which always

mark when they enter into, and when they

difapprove of his fentiments; and it is here

that he firft views the propriety and impro-

priety of his own peflions, the beauty and de-

formity of his own mind. To a man who

from his birth was a ftranger to fociety, the

objects of his paflions, the external bodies

which either pleafed or hrt him, would oc-

cupy his whole attention. The paffions them-

felves, the defires or averfions, the joys or

forrows, which thofe objeéts excited, though

of all things the moft immediately prefent to

him, could fcarce ever be the objets of his

thoughts. The idea of them could never in-

tereft him fo much as to call upon his atten-

tive confidéeration. The confideration of his
jofy could in him excite no new joy, nor that
of his forrow any new forrow, though the con-

fideration of the caufes of thofe paffions might

often excite both. Bring him into fociety,

and all his.own paffions will immediately be-

come the caufes of new paffions. He will ob-

ferve that mankind approve of fome of them,

and are difgufted by others. He will be ele-

vated in the one cafe, and caft down in the

other; his defires and averfions, his joys and

O 4 forrows
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. forrows will now often become the caufes of
new defires and new averfions, new joysand new
forrows : they will now therefore intereft him
deeply, and often call upon his moft attentive
confideration. B
Our firft ideas of perfonal beauty and de-
formity, are drawn from the fhape and ap-
pearance of others, not from our own. We
foon become fenfible, however, that others
exercife the fame criticifm upon us. We are
pleafed when they approve of our figure, and
are difobliged when they feem to be difgufted,
We become anxious to know how far our ap-
earance deferves either their blame or appro-
gatinn. We examine our own perfons limb
by limb, and by placing ourfelves before a
Jooking-glafs, or by fome fuch expedient, en~
~ deavour, as much as poffible, to view our-
{elves at the diftance and with the eyes of other
people. If after this examination we are fa-
tisfied with our own appearance, we can more
_ eafily fupport the moft' difadvantagequs judg-
ments of others : if, on the contrary, we are
fenfible that we:are the natural obje@s of dif-
tafte, every appearance of their difapprobation
mortifies ys beyond all meafure. A man who
is tolerably handfome, will allow you to laugh
at any little irregularity in his perfon ; but all
- fuch jokes are commonly infupportable to one
who is really deformed. It is evident, how-
ver, that we are anxious about our own
geauty and deformity, only upon account of
its eftect upon others.  If we had no connec-
tion



Chap. 2. qf DuTvy. 201
tion with fociety, we fhould be altogether in-
different about either. v
In the fame manner our firft moral criti-
cifms are exercifed upon the charaGers and
conduct of other people; and we are all very
forward to obferve how each of thefe affects
us. But we foon learn, that others are equal-
ly frank with regard to our own. We be-
come anxious to know how far we deferve
their cenfure or applaufe, and whether to
them we muft neceflarily appear thofe agree-
able or difagreeable creatures which they re-
prefent us. We begin upon this account to
examine our own paffions and condu&, and’
to confider how thefe muft appear to them,
by confidering how they would appear tq us if
in their fituation. We fuppofe ourfelves the
fpe&tators of our own behaviour, and endea-
vour to imagine what effect it would, in this
light, produce upon us. This is the only
looking-glafs by which we can, in fome mea-
fure, with the eyes of others, fcrutinize the
propriety of our own conduét. Ifin thisview |
it pleafes us, we are tolerably fatisfied. We ‘
can be more indifferent about the applaufe,
and, in fome meafure, defpife the cenfure of
others; fecure that, however mifunderftood or
mifreprefented, we are the natural and proper

objects of approbation. On the contrary, if ,, |
we areith it, weareoftenu orrxythat Léy'[”f’b
very account more anxious to gain their ap- :
probation, and, ]irovidcd we have not already, |
as they fay, fhaken hands with infamy, we
are -altogether diftrated at the thoug . of

, eir
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their cenfure, which then ftrikes us with
double feverity. S

. When I endeavour to examine my own
condu&, when I endeavour to. pafs fentence
upon it, and either to approve or condemn it,
it is evident that, in all fuch cafes, I divide
myfelf, as it were, into two perfons, and that
I, the examiner and judge, reprefent a diffe-
rent charater from that other I, the perfon
whofe conduct is examined into and judged of.
The firft is the {pectator, whofe fentiments
with regard to my own condu& I endeavour
to enter into, by placing myfelf in his fitua-
tion, and by confidering how it would appear
te me when feen from that particular point of
view. The fecond is the agent, the perfon
whom I properly call myfelf, and of whofe
condudt, under the charaéter of a fpe&ator, . I
was endeavouring to form {fome opinion. The
firft is the judge; the fecond the pannel. But
that the judge fhould, in every refpe@, be the
faime with the pannel, i$ asimpoflible, as that
the caufe fhould, in every refpe, be the fame
with the effect. ' '

. 'To be amiable and to be meritorious, that
is, to deferve love and to deferve reward, are
the great characters of virtue, and to be odious
and punifhable, of vice. But all thefe cha-
raters have an immediate reference to the
fentiments of others. Virtue is not faid to be
amiable or to be meritorious, becaufe it is the
obje&t of its own love, or of its own grati-
tude ; but becaufe it excites thofe fentiments
in other men. The confcioufnefs that i:his
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the obje& of fuch favourable regards is the
fource of that inward tranquillity and felf-fa-
tisfaGtion with which it is naturally attended,
as the fufpicion of the contrary gives occafion
to the torments of vice. What {o great hap-
pinefs as to be beloved, and to know that we
deferve to be beloved ? What fo great mifery
as to be hated, and to know that we deferve
to be hated ? : ' ' ‘

Man is confidered as a moral, becaufe he
is regarded as an accountable being. But an
accountable being, as the word exprefies, isa
being that muft give an account of its aGtions
to fome other, and that confequently muft re-
gulate them according to the good liking of
this other. Man is accountable to God and
his fellow-creatures. But. though he is, no
doubt, principally accountable to God, in the
order of time, he muft neceflarily conceive
himfelf as accountable to his fellow-creatures,
before he can form any idea of the Deity, or
of the rules by which ‘that divine being will
judfe of his condu@. A child furely conceives
itfelf as accountable to its parents, and is ele~
vated or caft down by the thought of their
merited approbation or difapprobation, lon(g
before it forms any idea of its accountablenefs
to the Deity, or of the rules by which that
divine being will judge of its condu&.

The great judge of the world, has, for the
wifeft reafons, thought Propcr to interpofe,
between the weak eye of human reafon, and
the throne of his eternal juftice, a degree
of obfcurity and darknefs, which though it
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does not intirely cover that great tribunal from
the view of mankind, yet renders the impref-
fion of it faint and feeble in comparifon of
what might be expetted from the grandeur
and importance of fo mighty an obje&. If
thofe infinite rewards and punithments which
the Almighty has prepared for thofe who obey
or tranfgrefs his will, were perceived as dif-
tinctly as we forefee the frivolous and tempo-
rary relations which we may expe& from one
another, the weaknefs of Kuman nature, a-
ftonithed at the immenfity of objects fo little
fitted to its comprehenfion, could no longer
attend to the little affairs of this world; and
it is abfolutely impoffible that the bufinefs of
Iocicz could have been carried on, if, in this
refpect, there had been a fuller revelation of
the intentions of providence than that which
has already been made. That men, however,
might never be without a rule to dire¢t their
condu& by, nor without a judge whofe au-
thority fhould enforce its obfervation, the au-
thor of nature has made man the immediate
judge of mankind, and has, in this refpe&, as
in many others, created him. after his own
image, and a‘Ppoint'ed him his vicegerent
upon ecarth to fuperintend the behaviour of his
brethren. They are taught by nature to ac-
knowledge that power and jurifdiGtioni which
has thus been conferred upon him, and to
tremble apd exult according as they imagine
that ‘they have either merited his cenfure, or
deferyed his applaufe. '

.oy
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" But whatever may be the authority of this
inferiour tribunal which is continually before’
their eyes, if at any time it thould decide con-
trary to thofe principles and rules, which na-
ture has eftablifhed for regulating its judg-
ments, men feel that they may appeal from
this unjuft decifion, and call upon a fuperiour
tribunal, the tribunal eftablithed in their own
breafts, to redrefs the injuftice of this weak or

partial judgment.

There are. certain principles eftablifhed by
nature for govemin§ our judgments concern-
ing the condu@ of thofe we live with. As
long as we decide according to thofe princi-
ples, and neither applaud nor condemn an
thing which nature has not rendered the pro-
per obje& of applaufe or condemnation, nor
any further than fhe has rendered it fuch, as
our fentence is, in this cafe, if I may fay fo, .
quite agreeable to law, it is liable neither to
repeal nor to corretion of any kind. The
perfon concerning whom we form thefe judg-

- ments, muft himfclf neceflarily approve of
them. When he puts himfelf into our fitua~
tion, he cannot avoid viewing his own
conduct in the very fame light in which we
appear to view it. He is fenfible, that to us,
and to every impartial fpetator, he muft
‘neceflarily appear the natural and propér ob-
je&t of tholx:: fentiments which we exprefs
with regard to him. Thofe fentiments,
therefore, muft neceffarily produce their full

‘effet upon him, and he cannot fail to con-

ceive
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ceive all the triumph of felf-approbation from,
what appears to him, fuch merited applaufe,
as well as all the horrors of fhame from, what,
he is fenfible, is fuch deferved condemria~
tion.

- But it is otherwife, if we have either ap<
plauded or condemned him, contrary to thofe
principles and rules which sature Has efta-
blifhed for the direGion of our judgments con-
cerning every thing of this kind. If we have
either applauded or condemned him for what,
when he puts himfelf into our fituation, does
not appear to him -to be the objet either of
applaufe or condemnation ; as in this cafe he
cannot enter into our {entiments, provided he
has any conftancy or firmnefs, he is but little
affeCted by them, and can neither be much
‘elevated by the favourable, nor greatly mor- -
tified by the unfavourable decifion. The ap-
plaufe of the whole world will avail but lit-
tle, if our own confcience condemn us;
and the difapprobation of all mankind is
not capable of opprefling us, when we are ab-
folved by the tribunal within our own breaft,
and when our own mind tells us that mankind
are in the wrong. '

But though this tribunal ‘'within the breaft
be thus the fupreme arbiter of all our a@ions,
though it can reverfe the decifions of all man-
kind with regard to our characer and con~
dudt, and mortify us amidft the applaufe, or
fupport us under the cenfure”of the world ;
yet, if we enquire into the origin of its infti~

tution,
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tution, its jurifdi¢tion we fhall find is in: a
great meafure derived from the .authority of
that very tribunal, whofe decifions it fo often
and {0 juftly reverfes. :

When we firft come into the world, from
the natural defire to pleafe, we accuftom our-
felves to confider what behaviour is likely to
be agreeable to every perfon we converfe with,
to our parents, to our mafters, to our com-
panions. 'We addrefs ourfelves to individuals,
and for fome time fondly purfue the impoffible
and abfurd proje¢t of gaining the good-will
and approbation of every body. We-are foon
taught by experience, however, -that this
univerfal approbation-is altogether unattain-
able. ~As foon as we come to have more im-
portant interefts to manage, we find, that by
pleafing one man, we almoft certainly dif-
oblige another, and that by humounng an in-
dividual, we may.often irritate a whole peo-
ple. The faireft and moft equitable condu&
muft frequently obftru& the mteref’cs, or
thwart the inclinations of particular perions,
who will feldoin have candour enough to en-
ter into the propriety of our motives, or to
fee that this conduct, how difagreeable foever
to them, is perfectly fuitable to our fitua-
tion. In order to defend ourfelves from fuch
partial judgments, we foon learn to fet up in
our own minds a judge between ourfelves and
thofe we live with. We conceive ourfelves
as acting in the prefence of a perfon quitg
candid and equitable, of one who has no par+
“ticular relation either to ourfelves, or to thofe

whofe
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whofe interefls are affeted by our condut,
~ who is neither father, nor brother, nor friend
either to them or to us, but is merely a man
in general, ati impartial {peGtator who con-
fiders our condu& with the fame indifference
with which we regard that of other people.
If, when we place ourfelves jn the fituation
of fuch a perfon, our oWn a@ions appear to
us under an agreedble afpe, if we feel that
fuch a fpe@ator cannot avoid ertering info-all
the motives which influenced us, whatever
© may be the judgments of the world, we muft
ftill be pleated with our own behaviour, and
regard ourfelves, in {pite of the cenfure of our
companions, as the juft and proper objects of

approbation, K :
On the contrary, if thé man within con<
demns us, the loudeft acclamations of man=
kind appear but as the noife of ignorance and -
folly, and whenever we aflume thie charaGer
of this impartial judge, we cannot avoid view-
ing our own actions with his diftafte and dif-
fatisfaion. The weak, the vain, and the
frivolous, indeed, may be mortified by the
moft gromndlefs cenfure, or elated by the moft
sbfurd applaufe. Such perfons are not accuf=
tomed to confult the judge within concerning
the opinion which they ought to form of their
own condu. This inmate of the breaft, this
abftract man, the reprefentative of mankind,
and fubftitute of the Deity; whom nature has
conftituted the fupreme judge of all their acw
‘tions, is feldom appealed to by them. They -
are contented with the decifion of the inferiour
3 . tribunal.
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tribunal.* The apptobation of theit compa=-
nions, of the particular perfons whom they:
have lived and converfed with, has generally
been the ultimate obje&t of all their withes.:
If they obtain this, their joy is compleat ;
and if they fail, they are entirely difappointed.-
They never think’ of appealing to the fuperior
court. 'They have feldom enquired after its
decifions, and are altogether unacquainted.
with the rules and forms of its procedure..
When the world “injures them, therefore,.
they are incapable of doing themfelves juftice,
and are, in confequence, neceflarily the {laves
of the world. But it is otherwife with the
man who has, upon all occafions, been: ac-
cuftomed to have recourfe to the judge within,
and to confider, not what the world approves
or difapproves of, but what appears to this
impartial fpeGator, the natural and proper
obje&t of approbation or difapprobation. The

judgment of this fupreme arbiter of his con-

du&t, is the appl'aufe, which he has been ac-
cuftomed principally to court, is the cenfure
which he has been accuftomed principally to
fear. Compared with this final decifion, the
fentiments of all mankind, though not alto<
gether indifferent, appear to be but of {mall
moment ; and he is incapable of being either
much elevated by their favourable, or greatly
deprefled by their moft difadvantageous judg-
ment. '

It is only by corifulting this judge within,
that we can fee whatever relates to ourfelves

in its proper thape and dimenfions, or that
we
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we can make any proper comparifon between
our own interefts and thofe of other men.

As to the eye of the body, objets appear
great or fmall, not fo much according to their
real dimenfions, as according to the nearnefs
or diftance of their fituation ; fo do they like-
wife to what may be called the natural eye of
the mind: and we remedy the defeCts of
both thefe organs pretty. much in the fame
manner. In my prefent fituation an immenfe
landfcape of lawns, and woods, and diftant
mountains, feems to do no more than cover
the little window which I write by, and to
be out of all proportion lefs than the chamber
in which I am fitting. I can form a juft
comparifon between thofe great objects and
the little objecs around me, in no other way,
than by tranfporting myfelf, at leaft in fancy,.
to a different ftation, from whence I can fur-
vey both at nearly equal diftances, and there-
by form fome judgment of their real propor-
tions. Habit and experience have taught me
to do this fo eafily and fo readily, that I am
{carce fenfible that I do it; and a man muft
be, in fome meafure, acquainted with the
philofophy of vifion, before he can be tho-
roughly eonvinced, how little thofe diftant
objets would appear to the eye, if the ima-
gination, from a knov' =dge of their real mag-
nitudes, did not fwell and dilate them, ,

In the fame manner, to the felfith and ori-
ginal paffions of human nature, the lofs or
gain of a very fmall intereft of our own, ap-

:pears to be of vaftly more importance, excites

a
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a much more paflionate joy or forrow, a much
more ardentdefire or averfion, than the greateft
concern of another with whom we have no
particuldr connexion. His interefts; as long
ds they are furveyed from this ftation, can
never be put into the ballance with our own;
¢an never reftrain us from doing whatever
may tend to promote our own, how ruinous
foever to him: Before we can make any pro-
per comparifon of thofe oppofite interefts, we
muft change our pofition. We mult view
themi, neither from out own place, nor yet
from his, neither with our own eyes, nor
yet with his, but from the place; and with
the eyes of a third perfon, who has no par-
ticular conne&ion with either, and who judges
with impartiality between us. Here too, ha-
bit and experience have taught us to this fo
eafily and fo readily, that we are fcarce fen-
fible that we do it ; and it requires, in this
cafe too, {fome degree of teflettion, and even
of philofophy to convince us, how little in=
tereft we fhould take in the greateft concerns
of our neighbour, how little we fhould be
affeted by whatever relates to him, if the
fenfe of propriety and juftice did not correct
the otherwife natural inequality of our fen<
timents. , .
Let us fuppofe that the great empiré of
‘Chima, with all its myriads of inhabitants, was
fuddenly fwallowed up by an earthquake, and
let us confider how a man of humanity ir
Europe;, who had no fort of conneétion with
that part of the world, would be affe¢ted upcnt
P2 . teceiving
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receiving intelligence of this dreadful cala-
mity. He would, I imagine, firft of all,
exprefs very ftrongly his forrow for the mif-

fortune of that unhappy people, he would

make many mclancholy reflections upon the
precarioufnefs of human life, and the vani

of all the labours of man, which could thus
be annihilated in 2 moment. He would too,,
perhaps, if he was a man of fpeculation, en-
ter into many reafonings concerning the ef-
fe@s which this difafter might produce upon

the commerce of Europe, and the trade and

bufines of the world in general. And when
all this fine philofophy was over, when .all
thefe humane fentiments had been once fairly
exprefled, he would purfue his bufinefs or his
pleafure, take his repofe or his diverfion
with the fame eafe and tranquillity, as if no
fuch accident had happened. The moft fri-
volous difafter which could befal himfelf
would occafion a more real difturbance. If
he was to lofe his little finger to-morrow, he
would not fleep to-night ; but provided he
never faw them, he will fhore with the moft
profound fecurity over the ruin of a hundred
millions of his brethren, and the deftrution
of that immenfe multitude feems plainly an
object lefs interefting to him, than this paul-
try misfortune of his own. To prevent, there-
fore, this paultry misfortune to himfelf would
a man of humanity be willing to facrifice the
lives of ahundred millions of his brethren, pro-
vided he had never feen them ? Human na-
ture ftartles with horror at the thought, and
I the

e
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the world, in its greateft depravity and cor-
ruption, never produced fuch a villain as could
be capable of entertaining it. But what makes
this difference? When our paffive feelings
are almoft always fo fordid and fo felfith, how
comes it that our a&ive principles fhould of-
ten ‘be fo generous and fo noble ? When we
are ‘always {o much more deeply affected by
whatever concerns ourfelves, than by what-
ever concerns other men ; what is it which
prompts the generous; upon all occafions, and
the méan upon many, to facrifice their own
interefts to the greater.interefts of others? It
is not the foft power of humanity, it is not
that fecble fpark of benevolence which nature
has lighted up in the human heart, that is
thus capable of counteralting the ftrongeft
impulfes of felf-love ? It is a ftronger power,
a more forcible motive, which exerts itfelf
upon fuch occafions. It is reafon, principle,
confcience, the inhabitant of the breaft, the
man within, the great judge and arbiter of
~our condu@. - Itis he, who, whenever we ate
about to a¢t {o as toaffet thehappinefsof others,
calls to us with a voice capable of aftonithing
the moft prefumptuous of our paffions, that we
are but one of the multitude, in no refpect
better than any other in it ; and that when we
prefer ourfelves fo fhamefully and fo blindly
to others, we become the proper objects of
refentment, abhorrence, and execration. It
is from him only that we learn the real little-
nefs of ourfelves, and of whatever relates to

ourfelves, and the natural mifreprefentations of
. P 3 felf-
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felf-love can be correted only by the eye of
this impartial fpectator. It is he who fthows
us the propriety of generofity and the defor-
mity of injuftice ; the propriety of refigning
the greateft interefts of our own, for the yet
greater interefts of others, and the deformity
of doing the {malleft injury to another, in
order to obtain the greateft benefit to our-
felves. It.is not the love of our neighbour,
it is not the love of mankind, which upon
many occafions prompts us to the practice of
thofe divine virtues. It is a ftronger love, a
more powerful affeGtion which generally takes
place upon fuch occafions, the love of what
1s honourable and noble, of the grandeur and
dignity, and fuperiority of our own charac-
ters. ‘ ’
~ When the happinefs or mifery of others
depends in any refpect upon our conduct, we
dare not, as felf-love would fuggeft to us,
‘prefer any little intereft of our own, to the
yet greater intereft of our neighbour. We
feel that we fhould become the proper objetts
of the refentment and indignation of our bre-
thren, and the fenfe of the impropriety of
this affection is fupported and enlivened by
the yet ftronger fenfe of the demerit of the
ation, which it would in this cafe give oc-
“cafion to. But when the happinefs or mifery
of others in no refpet depends upon our con-
du&, when our own interefts are altogether fe-
- parated and detached from theirs, {0 that there
is neither conne&ion nor competition between
them, as the fenfe of demerit dogs not in th}S
' ' gale
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cafe interpofe, the meer fenfe of impropriety is
{eldom able to reftrain us from abandoning
.ourfelves to our natural anxiety about our own
-affairs, and to our natural indifference about
thofe of other men. The moft vulgar edu-
cation teaches us to a&, upon all important
occafions, with fome fort of impartiality be-
tween ourfelves and others, and even the or-
dinary commerce of the world is capable of
adjufting our ative principles to fome de-
-gree of propriety. But it is the moft artifi-
-cial and refined education only, which pre- -
tends to correct the inequalities of our paffive
-feelings, and we muft for this purpofe have
-recourfe to the fevereft, as well as to the pro-
foundeft philofophy. ' :

- Two different fets of philofophers have at-
tempted to teach us this hardeft of all the
leflons of morality. One fet have laboured
-to encreafe our fenfibility to the interefts of
others ; another to diminith that to our own.
The firft would have us feel for others as we
naturally feel for ourfelves. The fecond would
have us feel for ourfelves, as we naturally feel
for others.

The firft are thofe melancholy moralifts,
who are perpetually reproaching us with our
happinefs, while fo many of our brethren are
in mifery, * who regard as impious the na-
tural joy of profperity, which does not think

% See Thomfon’s Seafons, Winter :
¢ Ah! litde think the gay licentious proud,” &c.
~ See alfo Pafcal,

P4 ‘ of
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.of the many wretches that are at every inftant
labouring under all forts of calamities, in the
languor of poverty, in the agony of difeafe,
in the horrors of death, under the infults and
oppreflion of their enemies. - Commiferation
for thofe miferies which we never faw, which
_we never heard of, but which we may be af-
fured are at all times infefting fuch numbers
~of our fellow-creatures, ought, they think,
to damp the pleafures of the fortunate, and to
_render a certain_melancholy deje&ion habitual
_toall men. But firft of all, this extreme fym-
_pathy with misfortunes, which we know no-
thing about, feems altogether abfurd and un-
reafonable. ~ Take the whole earth at an ave-
rage, for one man who fuffers pain or mifery,
.you will find 4wenty in profperity and joy, or
.at leaft in tolerable circumftances. No reafon,
furely, can be afligned why we fhould rather
- weep with the one than rejoice with the twen-
‘ty. This artificial commiferation, befides,
.is not only abfurd, but {eems altogether unat-
-tainable ; and thofe who affet this character
“have commonly nothing but a certain hypo-
critical fadnefs, which, without reaching the
 heart, ferves only to render the countenance
~and converfation impertinently difmal and
-difagreeable. And laft of all, this difpofition
.of mind, though it could be attained, would
- be perfe@ly ufelefs, and could ferve no other
purpofe than to render miferable the perfon
who was pofleffed of it. Whatever intereft
we take in the fortune of thofe with whom
we have no acquaintance or conneion, arllld
o who
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who are placed altogether out of the fphere of
our altivity, can produce only anxiety to our-
fclves, without any manner of advantage to
‘them. To what purpofe fhould we trouble
ourfelves about the world in the moon? All
men, even thofe at the greateft diftance, are
no doubt intitled to our good withes, and our
good wifthes we naturally give them. But
if, notwithftanding, they fhould be unfortu-
nate, to give ourfelves any anxiety upon that
account, feems to be no part of our duty.
‘That we fhould be but little interefted,
therefore, 'in the fortune of thofe whom we can
neither ferve nor hurt, and who are in eve
refpect fo very remote from us, feems wifel
ordered by nature ; and if it were poffible to
-alter in’ this refpet the original ‘conftitution
.of our frame, we could yet gain nothing by
the change. ‘

Among the moralifts, who endeavour to
corret the natural inequality of our paffive
feelings by diminifhing our fenfibility to what
peculiarly concerns ourfelves, we may count
all the ancient fets of philofophers, but par-
-ticularly the ancient ftoics. Man, according
to the ftoics, ought to regard himfelf, not as
fomething feparated and detached, but as a
citizen of the world, a member of the vaft
commonwealth of nature. To the intereft
of this great community, he ought at all times
to be willing that his own little intereftsthould
-be facrificed. *Whatever concerns himfelf,
ought to affet him no more than whatever
concerns any other equally important part of

this
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this immenfe fyftem. We fhould view our-
felves, not in the light in which our own
felfith paffions are apt to place us, but in the
Light in which any other citizen of the world
would view us. What befals ourfelves we
fhould regard as what befals our neighbour,
or, what comes to the fame thing, as our
neighbour regards what befals us. ¢ When
¢ our neighbour,” fays Epitetus, ¢ lofes his
« wife or his fon, there is no body who is
« not fenfible that this is a human cala-
« mity, a natural event altogether according
‘«¢ to the ordinary courfe of things : but, when
« the fame thing happens to ourfelves, then
« we cry out, as if we had fuffered the moft
« dreadful misfortune. We ought, how-
« ever, to remember how we were affected
-« when this accident happened to another,
« and fuch as we were in his cafe, fuch
¢« ought we to be in our own.” How diffi-
cult foever it may be to attain this {fupreme
degree of magnanimity and firmnefs, it is
by no means either abfurd or ufelefs to at-
tempt it. Though few men have the ftoical
idea of what this perfe propriety requires,
yet all men endeavour in fome meafure to
command themfelves, and to bring down
their felfith paffions to fomething which their
neighbour can go along with. But this can
never be done fo effeCtually as by viewing
whatever befals themfelves in the light in
which their neighbours are apt to view it.
'The ftoical philofophy, in this refpe, does
Iittle more than unfold our natural ideas of
' perfection.
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perfection.  There is nothing abfurd or im-
proper, therefore, in aiming at this perfe&
felf-command. Neither would the attain-
ment of it be ufelefs, but, on the contrary,
the moft advantageous of all things, as efta-
blithing our happinefs upon the moft folid
and fecure foundation, a firm confidence in
that wifdom and juftice which governs the
world, and an intire refignation of ourfelves,
and of whatever relates to ourfelves to the all-
wife difpofal of this ruling principle in na-
ture.
It fcarce ever happens, however, that we
are capable of adjufting our paffive feelings
to this perfect propriety. We indulge our-
felves, and even the world indulges us, in
fome degree of irregularity in this refpe@.
Though we fhould be too much affeGted by
.-what concerns ourfelves, and too little by
what concerns other men, yet, if we always
a@ with impartiality between ourfelves and
_others, if we never atually facrifice an
_great intereft of others, to any little intereft of
our own, we are eafily pardoned : and it were
~well, if upon all occafions, thofe who defire
to do their duty were capable of maintaining
this even degree of impartiality between them-
felves and others. But this is very far from
being the cafe. Even in good men, the judge
within is often in danger of being corrupted
by the violence and injuftice of their felfith
paffions, and is often induced to make a re-
port very different from what the real circum-
ftances of the cafe are capable of authoriﬁl;lg,
' There
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There are two different occafions, upon
which we examine our own condu&, and
endeavour to view it in the light in which the
impartial fpectator would view it. Firft, when
we are about to a& ; and, fecondly, after we
have ~aed. Our views are very partial
in both cafes, but they are moft {o, when it
is of moft importance that they fhould be
otherwife. v o
" When we are about to a&, the eagernefs
of paffion will feldom allow us to confider
what we are doing with the candour of an
indifferent perfon. The violent emotions
which at that time agitate us, difcolour our
views of things, even when we are endeavour-
ing to place ourfelves in the fituation of ano
‘ther, and to regard the obje@s that intereft
us, in the light in which they will naturally
appear to him. The fury of our own paf-
fions conftantly c¢all us back to our own pldace,
“where every thing appears magnified and
mifreprefented by felf-love. Of the manner
in which thofe ‘obje&ts wonld appear to an-
othet, of the view which he would take of
‘them, we can obtain, if I may fay fo, but in-
{tantaneous glimpfes, which vanith in a mo-
“ment, and which even while they laft are
not altogether juft. 'We cannot even for that
moment diveflt ourfelves entirely of the heat
and keennefs with which our peculiar fituation
infpires us, nor confider what we are about
_to do. with the compleat impartiality of an
equitable judge. The paffions, upon this ac-
~count, as father Malebranch fays, all juftify
' , ‘ themfelves
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themfelves, and.feem reafonable, and propor-
tioned to their ohjects, as long as we continue’
to. feel them.. B -
When the a&ion is over, indeed, and the
paffions which prompted it have fubfided, we
can enter more coolly into fentiments of the
indifferent {peCtator. 'What before interefted,
us, is now become almoft as indifferent to us
as it always was to him, and we can now ex-
amine our own condué with his candour and
impartiality. But our judgments now: are of
little importance, compared to what they
were before ; and when they are moft feverely.
impartial, can commonly produce nothing
but vain regret, and unavailing repentance,
without fecuring us from the like errors for
the future. It is feldom, however, that they,
are quite candid even in this cafe. The-opi-
nion which we entertain of our own chara&er;
depends entirely on our judgment concernin
our paft condu&. It 1s fo difagreeable ta
think ill of ourfelves, that we often purpofely
turn away our view from thofe circumftances
which might render that judgment unfavour-
able. He is a bold furgeon, they fay, whofe
hand does not tremble when he performs an
operation upon his own perfon ; and he is
often equally bold who does not hefitate to
pull off the myfterious veil of felf-delufion;
which covers from his view the deformities
of his own condu&. Rather than fee our
" own behaviour under fo difagreeable an afpe&,
we too often, foolifhly and weakly, endea-
vour to exafperate anew thofe unjuft paffions

~ which
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which had formerly mifled us; we endeavour
by artifice to awaken our old hatreds, and
irritate afrefh our almoft forgotten refent~
ments : we even exert ourfelves for this mi-
ferable purpofe, and thus perfevere in injuftice;,
merely becaufe we once were unjuft, and be~
caufe we are afhamed and afraid to fee that
we were {o.

- So partial are the views of mankind with
regard to the propriety of their own conduét;
both at the time of a&ion and -after it; and
fo difficult is it for them to view it in the
light in which any indifferent {fpe@ator would
confider it. But if it was by a peculiar fa~
culty, fuch as the moral fenfe is fuppofed to
be, that they judged of their own condu&;
if they were endued with a particular power
of perception, which diftinguithed the beau=
ty or deformity of paffions and affections ; as
tKeir own pafflions would be more imme~
diately expofed to the view of this faculty, it
would judge with more accuracy concern-
ing them, than concerning thofe of othet
men, of which it had only a more diftant
profpect. ' '

- This felf-deceit, this fatal weaknefs of
mankind, is the fource of half the diforders
of human life. If we faw ourfelves in the
light in which others fee us, or in which they
would fee us if they knew all, a reformation
would  generally be unavoidable. We could
not otherwife endure the fight.

Nature, however, has not left this weak«
nefs, which is of fo much importance, al-
together
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together without a remedy ; nor has fhe
abandoned us entirely to the delufions of felf-
love. Our continual obfervations upon the
conduét of others, infenfibly lead us to form
to ourfelves certain general rules concerning
what is fit and proper either to be done or to
be avoided. Some of their a&tions thock all
our natural fentiments. We hear every body
about us exprefs the like deteftation againit
them. This ftill further confirms, and even
exafperates our natural fenfe of their defor-
mity. It fatisfies us that we view them in
the proper light, when we fee other people
view them in the fame light. We refolve
never to be guilty of the like, nor ever, upon
any account, to render ourfelves in this man-
ner the objes of univerfal difapprobation.
We thus naturally lay down to ourfelves a
general rule, that all fuch a&ions are to be
avoided, as tending to render us odious, con-
temptible, or punithable, the objeéts of all
thofe fentiments for which we have the greateft
dread and averfion. Other a&ions, on the
contrary, call forth our approbation, and we
hear every body around us exprefs the fame
favourable opinion concerning them. Every
body is eager to honour and reward them.
They excite all thofe fentiments for which we
have by nature the ftrongeft defire ; the love,
the gratitude, the admiration of mankind.
We become ambitious of performing thelike ;
and thus naturally lay down to ourfelves a rule
of another kind, that every opportunity of
' , acting

3
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acting in this manner is carefully to be fought

after.
It is thus that the general rules of morality
are formed. They are ultimately founded upon
‘experience of what, in particular inftances,
‘our moral faculties, our natural fenfe of me-
rit and propriety, approve, or difapprove of.
We do not originally approve or condemn
particular actions ; becaufe upon examination,
they appear to be agreeable or inconfiftent
* with a certain general rule. The general
rule, on the contrary, is formed by finding
from experience, that all a&tions of a certain
kind, or circumftanced in'a certain manner,
are approved of difapproved of. To the man
who firft faw an inhuman murder, committed
from avarice, envy, or unjuft refentment, and
upon one too that loved and trufted the mur-
derer, who beheld the laft agonies of the
“dying perfon, who heard him, with his ex-
piring breath, complain more of the perfidy
and ingratitude of his falfe friend, than of the
violence which had been done to him, there
could be no occafion, in order to conceive
how horrible fuch an a&ion was, that he
thould refle&, that one of the moft facred
rules of condu¢t was what prohibited the
taking away the life of an innocent perfon,
that this was a plain violation of that rule,
and confequently a very blameable action. His
deteftation of this crime, it is evident, would
arife inftantaneoufly and antecedent to his hav-
ing formed to himfelf any fuch general rule.
The general rule, on the contrary, which he
might



Chap.2. ~ of DurTyv. 228
might afterwards forth, would be founded up-
o1 the deteftation which he felt neceffarily arife
‘in his own breaft, at the thought of this, and
every othef particular aGtion of the fame kind.

When we read ih hiftory or romance, the
account of ations either of generofity or of .
bafenefs, the admiration which we conceive
for the one, and the contempt which we
feel for the other, neither of them arife from
reflecting that there are certain general rules
which declare all actions of the one kind ad-=
mirable; and all a&ions of the- other con-
temptible. Thofe general rules, on the con<
trary, are all formed from the experiencewe
have had of the effe@s which acions of all
different kinds naturally produce upon us.
" An amiable ation, a refpectable action, an
horrid a&ijon, are all of them actions which
haturally excite the love, the refpe&, or the
horror of the fpeator, for the perfon who
performs them. The general rules which
determine what actlons are, and what aré
not, the obje&ts of each of thofe fentiments,
¢an be formed no other way than by obferv+
ing what actions actually and in falt excite
them. . A

‘When thefe general riles, indetd, have
been formed, when they are univerfally ac-
knowledged and eftablithed, by the concur-
fing fentimeénts of mankind, we frequently
dppeal to them as to the ftandards of judg-
ment, in debating concerning ‘the degree of
praife of blame that is due to certain a&ions
of a complicated and dubious nature. They

Q. are
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are upon thefe occafions commonly cited as
the ultimate foundations of what is juft and
unjuft in human condu@ ; and this circum-
ftance feems to have mifled feveral very emi-
nent authors, to draw up- their fyftems- in
fuch a manner, as if they had fuppofed that
the original judgments of mankind with re-
gard to right and wrong, were formed like
the decifions of a court of judicatory, by con-
fidering firft the general rule, and then, fe-
condly, whether the particular aGion under
confideration fell properly within its compre-
henfion. , |, T T
. Thofe general rules of .conduct, when they
have been fixed in our mind by habitual re-
Hetion, are of great ufe in correting the
mifreprefentations of felf-love concerning
what is fit and proper to be done in our par-
ticular fituation. The man of furiqus refent-
ment, if he was to liften to the diGates of
that paffion, would perhaps regard the death
of his enemy, as but a fmall compenfation
for the wrong, he imagines, he has received ;
which, however, may be no more than a very
flight provocation.  But his obfervations upon
the condu& of others, have taught him how
horrible all fuch fanguinary revenges appear.
Unlefs his education has been very fingular,
he has laid it down to himfelf as an invio-
lable rule, to abftain from-them upon a]l oc-
cafions. This rule preferves its authority
with him, and renders him incapable of be-
ing guilty of fuch a violence. Yet the fury
¢f his own temper may be fuch, that had this

o : been
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been the firft time in which he conﬁdered fuch
an g&lon, he would undou,btcdly have deter-
mmcd it to be quite juft and] propér, and what
every impartial fpeCtatar would ‘approve of.
But that ‘reverence for the fule. which paft
expetience has imprefled upon him, checks
the impetuofity of his paffion, and- helps him
to. corret the too partial views which felf-
love mxght otherwdé fuggeﬁ of what was
roper to . be done in his fi {uatlon JIE he
ﬁlop}d allow himfelf to be i fr;u' tranfported
bv affionas toviplate. this rule; yet even 1n,thig
cafe, he cannot thro oﬁ‘ aTtogpthcr thc aw¢

,,,,,,,,,

tomed to regz:d’ 1t A;, the ver 1mc of' a =
ing, “at the moment in quch lion mounts
the hi he{’c hé” heﬁiates and’ t{em les at the
t_hgu% t of what ‘he is about to dq he.i 1§
tly confcious to himfelf thiit He is. break=
ing through thofe meafures of. cqndu& thch*
in' dlk-his cool hours, he had refolved never to
infringe, which hé had never feen mfrmgcd
hy athers without the higheft difapprabation,
and of which the infringement, hts own mm%
forbodes, muft foon render him'the objet. o
the farie dlfagrecable fentiments. Before he
¢an’ fake the laft fataI rcfoluuop, he is tora
mented with all the agonies of doubt and un~
certainty ; he ‘is tem%ed at the thought of
violating {o facred a rule, and at the fame time
is urged and goaded on by the fury of his de-
fires to violate it. ~ He changes his purpofe
every moment ; fometimes he refolves to ad-
here'to his pnnmple, and not indulge a paf
Q.2 fion
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fion which may corrupt the remaining part
of his life with the horrors of thame and re-
pentance ; and a momentary calm takes pof-
feflion of his breaft, from the profpeét of that
fecurity and tranquillity which he will enjoy
‘when he thus determines not to expofe him-
{elf to the hazard of a contrary condu¢t.  But
immediately the paffion roufes anew, and with
freth fury drives him on to commit what
he had the inftant before refolved to abftain
from. Wearied and diftraCted with thofe
continual irrefolutions, he at length, from a
fort of defpair, -makes -the laft fatal and irre-
coverable ftep ; but with .that terror and
amazement with which oie flying from an
enemy, throws himfelf over a precipice,
where he is fure of meeting with more cer-
tain deftrution than from any thing that pur-
fues him from behind. Such are his fenti-
ents even at the time of acting ; though he
is then, nodoubt, lefs fenfible of the impro-
priety of his own conduct’ than afterwards,
when his paffion being gratified and palled,
he begins to view what he has done in the
light in which others are apt to view it ; and
actually feels, what he had only forefeen very
imperfe@ly before, the ftings of remorfe and
repentance begin to agitate and torment him.:

CHAP.
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CHAP I

Of the influence and autbority of the general
rules of moraiity, and that they are Juftly
regarded as the laws of the Deity,

H E regard to thofe general rules of
condu@, is what is properly called ' -
fenfe of duty, a principle of the greateft con-
fequence in human life, and the only principle
by which the bulk of mankind are capable of
dire&ting their actions. Many men behave
very decently, and through the whole of their
lives avoid any confiderable degree of blame,
who yet, perhaps, never felt the fentiment
upon the propriety .of which we found our
approbation of their conduct, but aGed mere-
ly from a regard to what they faw were the
eftablithed rules of behgviour. The man who
has received great benefits from another per-
fon, may, by the natural coldnefs of his tem-
per; feel but a very fmall degree of the fenti-
ment of gratitude. If he has been virtuoufly
educated, however, he will often have been
made to obferve how odious thofe a&ions
appear. which denote a want of this fenti-
ment, and how amiable the contrary. Tho’
his heart therefore is not warmed with any
grateful affection, he will ftrive to a& as if it
was, and will endeavour to pay all thofe re-
ards and attentions to his patron which the
fivclicﬂ; gratitude could fuggeft. He will vi-
Q3 fit
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fit him regularly; he will behave tohim refpect-
fully ; he will never talk of him but with
expreffions of the higheft efteem, and of the
many obligations which he owes to him. -And
what is more, he will carefully embrace every
opportunity of making a’ proper return for
paft fervices. . He may do all this too without
any hypocrifiy or blameable diffimulation,
without any felfith intention of obtaining new
favours, and without any defign of impofing
cither upon his benefactor or the public. The
motive of. his actions may be no other than
a reverence for the eftablithed rule of duty,
4 ferious and earneft defire of atting, in every
refpect, according to the law of gratitude.
A wife, in the fame manner, may fometimes
not feel that tender regard for her hufband
which is fuitable to the'relation that fubfifts
between them. If the has been virtuoufly
educated, however, fhe will endeavour to act
as if the felt it, to bz careful, officious, faith-
ful, and fincere, and to be deficient in none
'of thofe attentions which the f{entiment of
conjugal affection could have prompted her
to perform.  Such a friend, and fuch a wife,
are néither of them, undoubtedly, the ve
beft of their kinds; and though both of them
may have the moft ferious and earneft defire
to fulfil every part of their duty, yet they wilt
fail in many nice and delicate regards, they
will mifs many opportunities of obliging,
which they could never have overlooked if
they had poficfied the fentiment that is pro=
per to their fituation. Though not the very
) firft
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firft of their kinds, however, they are perhaps’
the fecond ; and if the regard to the general
rules of condu¢t has been very ftrongly im<-
prefled upon them, neither of them will fail
in any very effential part of theirduty. None.
but thofe of the happieft mold are capable of"
fuiting with exa&t juftnefs, their fentiments
and behaviour to th'e {malleft difference of
fituation, and of acting upon all occafions with

the moft delicate and accurate propriety.

The coarfe clay of which the bulk of mankind’
are formed, cannot be wrought up to fuch per~
feGtion. There is fcarce any man, however,
who by difcipline, education, and example,:
may not be fo imprefled with a regard to ge~
neral rules, as to a& upon almoft every occa-

fion with tolerable decency, and through the

whole of his life avoid any confiderable degreo

of blame. :
Without this facred regard to general rules,
there is no man whofe condu& can be much
depended upon. It is this which conftitutes
the moft effential difference between a man
of principle and honour and a worthlefs fel-
low. The one adheres, on all occafions,
fteadily and refolutely to his maxims, and pre-
ferves through the whole of.his life one even
. tenor of condu&. The other, a&s varioufly
and accidentally, as humour, inclination, or-
intereft chance to be uppermoft. Nay, fuch
are the inequalities of humour to which all
men are {ubje&, that without this principle,
the man who, in all his cool hours, had the
moft delicate fenfibility to the propriety of

Q4+ condudt,
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condué; might often be led to a& abfurdly
upon the moft frivolous occafions, and when
it was {carce poffible to affign any ferious mo-
tive for his behaving in this manper.. Your
friend makes you a vifit when you happen te
be in a humour which makes it difagreeable
to reccive him: in your prefent mood his
civility is very apt to appear. an impertinent

“intrufian ; and if you was to give way to the

views of things which at this time occur,
though civil in your temper, you would be~
have to him with coldnefs. and contempt.
What renders yoy incapable of fuch a rude-
nefs, is nothing but a regard to the general
rules of civility and hofpitality, which pro-
hibit it. That habitual reverence which your
former experience has taught you for thefe,
enables you to act, upon all fuch occafions,
with nearly equal propriety, and hinders thofe
indqualities of temper, to which all men are
fubje&, from influencing your conduct in
any very {enfible degree. But if without re-
gard to thefe general rules, even the duties of
politenefs, which are fo eafily obferved, and
which one can fcarce have any ferious mo-
tive to violate, would yet be fo- frequently
violated, what would become of the duties of
juftice, of truth, of chaftity, of fidelity, which
it is often fo difficult to ebferve, and which
there may be {fo many firong motives to vio-
late ? But upon the tolerable obfervance of
thefe duties, depends the very exiftence of
human fociety, which would crumble into

Preﬁ'cd
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refled with a reverence for thofe important -
rules of condu&. .

. This reverence is ftill further enhanced by.
an opinion which is firft imprefled by nature, .
and afterwards confit.aed by reafoning and -
philofophy, that thofe important rules of mo-.
rality, are the commands and laws of the
Deity, who will finally reward the obedient,
and punifh the tranfgreflors of their duty.

. This opinion or apprehenfion, Ifay, feems
firft to be impreffed by nature. Men are na-
turally led to afcribe to thofe myfterious be-
ings, whatever they are, which happen in
any country, to be the objects of religious
fear, all their own fentiments and paffions.
They have no other, they can conceive no
other to afcribe to them. Thofe unknown
intelligences which they imagine but fee not,
muft neceflarily be formed with fome fort of
refemblance to thofe intelligences of which
they have experience. During the ignorance
and darknefs of pagan fuperftition, mankind
feem to have formed the ideas of their divi-
nities with fo little delicacy, that they afcribe
to them, indifcriminately, all the paffions of
human nature, thofe not excepted which do
the leaft honour to our fpecies, fuch as luft,
hunger, avarice, envy, revenge. They could
not fail, therefore,” to afcribe to thofe beings,
for- the excellence of whofe nature they ftill
conceived the higheft admiration, thofe fen-
timents and qualities which are the great or-
naments of humanity, and which feem ta -
raife it-to a refemblance of divine perfection,

the
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the love of virtue and beneficence, and the’
abhorrence .of vice and injuitice. 'The man
who was injured, called upon Jupiter to be
witnefs ‘of the wrong that was done to him,
and could not doubt, but that divine being
would behold it with the fame indignation
which would #nimate the meaneft of man-
kind, who looked on when injuftice was com-
mitted. The man who did the injury, felt
himfelf to be the proper objet of the detef-
tation and refentment of mankind; and his
natural fears led him to impute the fame fen-
timents to thofe awful beings, whofe prefence
he could not avoid, and whofe power he could
not refift. Thefe natural hopes and fears, and
fufpicions, were propagated by fympathy, and
confirmed by education ; and the Gods were
univerfally reprefented and believed to be the
rewarders of humanity and mercy, and the
avengers of perfidy and injuftice. And thus
religion, even in its rudeft form, gave a fanc-
tion to the rules of morality, long before the
age of artificial reafoning and philofophy.
That the terrors of religion thould thus en-
force the natural fenfe of duty, was of too
much importance to the happinefs of man- -
kind, for nature to leave it dependent upon
the flownefs and uncertainty of philofophical
refearches. .
Thefe refearches, however, when they
came to take place, confirmed thofe original
anticipations of nature. Upon whatever we
fuppofe that our moral faculties are founded,
whether upon a certzin modification of reafon,

4 upon
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upon an original inftin@, called a moral fenfe,
or upon fome other principle of our nature, it
cannot be doubted, that they were given us for
the diretion of our condu¢t in this life. They
carry along with them the moft evident badges
of this authority, which denote that they were
fet up within us to be the fupreme arbiters of all
our actions, to fupcrintend all our fenfes, paf-
fions, and appetites, and to judge how far each
of them was either to be indulged or reftrained.
Our moral faculties are by no means, as fome
have pretended, upon a level in this refpe&
with the other faculties and appetites of our
nature, endowed with no more right to re-

ftrain thefe laft, than thefe laft are to reftrain
" them. No other faculty or principle of aGion
judges of any other. Love does not judge of
refentment, nor refentment of love. Thofe
two paflions may be oppofite to one another,
but cannot, with any propricty, be faid to ap-
prove or difapprove of one another. But it 1s
the peculiar office of thofe faculties now under
our confideration to judge, to beftow cenfure
or applaufe upon all the other principles of
our nature. They may be confidéred as a fort
of fenfes of which thofe principles are the ob-
jects. Every fenfe is fupreme over its own ob-
Jeéts.  There is no appeal from the eye with
regard to the beauty of colours, nor from the
ear with regard to the harmony of founds, nor
from the tafte with regard to the agreeablenefs
of flavours. Each of thofe fenfes judges in
the laft refort of its own objetts, Whatever

gratifies
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gratifies the tafte 1s {weet, whatever pleafes.
the eye is beautiful, whatever fooths the ear is
harmonious. The very efience of each of
thofe qualities confifts in its being fitted to.
pleafe the fenfe to which it is addrefled. It
belongs to our moral faculties, in the fame
~manner to determine when the ear ought to
be foothed, when the eye ought to be indulg-

ed, when the taite ought to be gratified, when
and how _far every other grinciple of our na-
ture ought either to be indulged or reftrained.
What 1s agreeable to our moral faculties, is
fit and right, and proper to be done ; the con-
trary wrong, unfit and improper. The fen-
timents which they approve of, are graceful
and becoming : the centrary, ungracetul and
unbécoming. The very words, right, wrong,
fit, improper, graceful, unbecoming, mean
only what pleafcs or difpleafes thofe faculties.
- Since thefe, therefore, were plainly intend-
ed to be the governing principles of human
nature, the rules which they prefcribe, are to

be regarded as the commands and laws of the -
Deity, promulgated by thofe vicegerents
which he has thus fet up within us. All ge-
neral rules are commonly denominated laws :
thus the general ruics which bodies obferve in
the communication of motion, are called the

laws of motion. But thofe general rules .
which our moral faculties obferve in approv-
ing or condemning whatever fentiment or ac-
tion is fubjected to their examination, may
"much more juftly be denominated fuch,
- ~ They
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They have a much greater refemblance tq
what are properly called laws, thofe general
rules whicﬁ the fovereign lays down to dire@
the condu& of his fubjeéts. Like them they
are rules to dire&t the free aGions of men;
they are prefcribed moft furely by a lawful
fuperior, and are attended too with the fanc-
tion of rewards and punifhments. Thofe
vicegerents of God within us, never fail to
punifh the violation of them, by the torments
of inward fhame, and felf-condemnation ; and
on the contrary, always reward obedience with
tranquility of mind, with contentment, and
felf-fatisfaGion.” . . - - o
~ There are innumerable other confiderations
which ferve to confirm the fame conclufion,
The happinefs of mankind, as well as of all
other rational creatures, feems to have been
the original purpofe intended by the author
of Nature, when he brought them into ex~
iftence. No other end feems worthy of that
fupreme wifdom: and divine benignity which
we neceflarily afcribe to him ; and this opi-
nion, which we are led to by the abftra& con-
fideration of his infinite perfe@ions, is ftill
more confirmed by the examination of the
works of nature, which feem all intended to
promote happinefs, and to guard againft
mifery. But by ating according to the dic-
tates of our moral faculties, we neceffarily
purfue the moft effetual means for promot-
ing the happinefs of mankind, and may there-
fore be faid, in fome fenfe, to co-operate with
the Deity, and to advance as far as in

our
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our power the plan of Pravidence., Byaéing
otherways, on the contrary, ‘we feem to ob-
ftru®, in fome meafure, the {cheme which
the Author of Nature has eftablithed for the
happinefs and perfetion of the world, and to
declare ourfelves, if I may fay fo, in fomé
meafure the enemies of God.  Hence we ar¢
naturally encouraged to hope for his extraor-
dinary f}:;vour and reward in the one café, ‘and
to dread his vengeance and punithment in'the
There are befides many other reafons, - and

~any other natural principles;, which all ten

to confirm and inculcate the famé falutary doc«-
trine. If we confider. the general rules by
which external profperity and adverfity are
commonly diﬁriguted in" this life, we fhalt
find, that notwithftanding ' the diforder in
which all things appear to be in. this'yvorld#
yet even here every virtue haturally meets
with its proper reward, with, the recompenfe
which is-moft fit to encourage and promote it;
and thjs too fo furely, that it requires a very
extraordinary cohcurrence of eircumitances
entirely to difappoint it. 'What is the re-
ward moft proper for enconraging induftry,
prudence, and circumfpeéion ! Succefs in
every fort of bufinefs. And is it poffible that
in the whole of life thefe virtues thould fail of
attaining it? Wealth and external honourg
are their proper recompence, and the recom-~
pence which they can feldom fail of acquir«
ing. ‘What reward is moft proper for pro-
moting the practice of truth, juftice, and hu~

I ot T manity ?

-
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manity ! The confidence, the efteem, and
love of thofe we live with. Humanity does
not defire to be great, but to be beloved. It is
not in being rich that truth and juftice would
rejoice, but in being trufted and believed, re-
" compences which thofe virtues muft almoft
always acquire. By fome very extraordinary
and unlucky circumftance, a good man may
come to be fufpected of a crime of which h¢
‘was altogether incapable, and upon that ac-
count be moft unjuitly expofed for the re-
maining part of his life to the horror and a-
verfion of mankind. By an accident of this
‘kind he may be faid to lofe his all, notwith.
ftanding his integrity and juftice; in the fame
manner as a cautious man, notwithftandin
his utmoft circumfpection, may be ruined by
an earthquake or an inundation.  Accidents of
the firft kind, however, are perhaps ftill more
rare, and ftill more contrary to the common
courfe.of things than thofe of the fecond ; and
it ftill remains true, that the practice of truth,
juttice, and humanity, is a cgrtain and almoft
infallible method of acquiring what thofe vir-
tues chiefly-aim at, the confidence and love of
thofe we live with. A perfon may be very
eafily mifreprefented. with regard to a parti-
cular acion ; but it is fcarce poffible that he
fhould be fo with regard to the general tenor
of - his condu&. An innocent man may be
believed to have done wrong : this, however,
will rarely happen. On the contrary, the
eftablithed opinion of the innocence of his
‘ - manners,



e s Lo

240 Of tle SenxsE  PartIIlL
manners, will often lead us to abfolve him
‘where he has really been in the fault, not-
withftanding very ftrong prefumptions. A
knave, in the fame manher may efcape cen-
fure, or even meet with applaufe, for a parti-
‘cular knavery, in which his condu& is not
.underftood.  But no man was ever habitually
{uch, without being almoft univerfally known
to be fo, and without being even frequently
Tufpected of guilt, when he was in reality
perfe&ly innocent. And fo far as vice and
virtue can be either punithed or rewarded by
the fentiments and opinions of mankind, they
both, according to the common courfe of
things, meet even here with fomething more
than exa@ and impartial juftice. ‘
But though the general rules by which prof=
perity and adverfity are commonly diftributed,
when confidered in this cool and philofophi-
cal light, appear to be perfe@ly fuited to the
fituation of mankind in this life, yet they are
by no means fuited to fome of our natural fen+
timents. Our natural love and admiration for.
forte virtues is fuch, that we thould with to
beftow on them all forts of honours and re-
wirds, even thofe which we muft acknow-
ledge to be the proper recompences of other
qualities with which thofe virtues are not al-
ways accompanied. Our deteftation, on the
contrary, for fome vices is- fuch, that we
fhould defire to heap upon them every fort of
difgrace and difafter, thofe not excepted
which are the natural confequences of very
- ‘ different
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different qualities. Magnanimity, generofity,
and juftice command fo high a degree of ad-
miration, that we defire to fee them crowned
with wealth, and power, and honours of
every kind, the natural confequences of pru-
.dence, induftry, and application ; qualities
with which thofe virtues are not infeparably

conne&ted. Fraud, falfehood, brutality, and

wiolence, on the other hand, excite in every
human breaft fuch fcorn and abhorrence, that
our indignation rouzes to fee them poflefs thofe
advantages which they may in fome fenfe be
faid to have merited, by the diligence and in-
duftry with which they are fometimes attend-
ed. The induftrious knave cultivates the foil ;
-the indolent good man leaves it uncultivated.
‘Who ought to reap the harveft? Who ftarve,
-and -who live in plenty ? The natural courfe
of things decides it in favour of the knave :
-the natural fentiments. of mankind in favour
-of the man of virtue. Man judges, that the
-good qualities of the one are greatly over-re-
compenfed by thofe advantages which they
tend to procure him, :and that the omiffions of
the other are by far too feverely punifhed by the
diftrefs which they naturally bring upon him ;
and human laws, the confequences of human
fentiments, forfeit the life and the eftate of the
induftrious and cautious traitour, and reward,
by extraordinary recompenfes, the fidelity and
- public fpirit of the improvident and carelefs
good citizen. Thus man is by nature direc-

ted to corre@, in fome meafure, that diftri-

bution of things which fhe herfelf would
R otherwife
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otherwife have made. The rules which for this
purpofe fhe prompts him to follow, are diffe-
rent from thofe which the herfelf obferves. She
beftows upon every virtue, and upon every
vncc, that precife reward or punifhment which
is beft fitted to encourage the one, or to re-
{train the other. She is directed by this fole
confideration, and pays little regard-to the dif-
ferent degrees of merit and demerit, which
‘they may feem to poflefs in the fentiments and
‘paffions of man. Man, on the contrary, pays
regard to this only, and would endeavour to
render the ftate of every virtue precifely pro-
portioned to that degree of love and efteem,
and of every vice to that degree of contem
and abhorrence which he himfelf conceives for
it.  The rules which fhe follows are fit for
her, thofe which he follows for him : but
both are calculated to promote the fame great
end, the order of the world, and the perfcc-
tion and happinefs of human nature.

But though man is thus employed to alter
that diftribution of things which natural events
would make, if left to themfelves ; though,
like the Gods of the poets, he is perpetually
-mterpoﬁng, by extraordmary means, in fa-
vour of virtue, and in oppofition to vice, and
like them, endeavours to turn away the ar-
row that is aimed at the head of the righteous,
but accelerates the {word of deftruction that is
lifted up againft the wicked ; yet he is by no

- means able to render the fortune of either quite
" fuitable to his own fentiments and wifhes.
The natural courfe of thmgs cannot be en-

tirely
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tirely controuled by the impotent endeavours
of man: the current is too rapid and too ftrong
for him to ftop it; and though the rules
which direct it appear to have been eftablithed
for the wifeft and beft purpofes, they fome-
times produce effe¢ts which fhock all his na-
tural fentiments. ‘That a great combination
of men, fthould prevail over a {fmall one; that
thofe who engage in an enterprize with fore-
thought and all neceffary preparation, fhould
prevail over fuch as oppofe them without any ;
and that every end fhould be acquired by thofe
means only which nature has eftablithed for
acquiring it, feems to be a rule not only ne-
. ceffary and unavoidable in itfelf, but even ufe-
- ful and proper for rouzing the induftry and at-
tention of mankind. Yet, when in confe-
quence of this rule, violence and artifice pre-
vail over fincerity and juftice, what indigna-
tion does it not excite in the breaft of every hu-~
man fpeGator !} What forrow and compaflion
for the fufferings of the innocent, and what
furious refentment againft the fuccefs of the
oppreflor ? We are equally grieved and énrag-
ed, at the wrong that is done, but often find
it altogether out of our power to redrefs it.
‘When we thus defpair -of finding any force
“upon earth which can check the triumph of
injuftice, we naturally appeal to heaven, and
hope, that the great author of our nature will
himfelf execute hereafter, what all the prin-

- ciples which he has given us for the direction
of our condu&, prompt us to attempt even
here ; that he will compleat the plan Whi;:lh
R 2 e
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he himfelf has thus taught us to begin ; and
will, in a life to come, render to every one
according to the works which he has per-
formed in this world. And thus we are led
to the belief of 4 future ftate, not only by the
weaknefles, by the hopes and fears of human
nature, but by the nobleft and beft principles
which belong to it, by the love of virtue, and
by the abhorrence of vice and injuftice.

¢¢ Does it fuit the greatnefs of God,” fays
the eloquent and philofophical bifhop of
Clermont, with that paffionate and exagge-
rating force of imagination, which feems
fometimes to exceed the bounds of decorum;
¢ does it fuit the greatnefs of God, to leave
«« the world which he has created in fo uni-
« verfal a diforder ? To fee the wicked pre-
¢¢ vail almoft always over the juft; the inno-
«¢ cent dethroned by the ufurper ; the father
<¢ become the victim of the ambition of an
<« unnatural fon ; the hufband expiring under
¢ the ftroke of a barbarous and faithlefs wife ?
¢ From the height of his greatnefs ought
« God to behold thofe melancholy events as
¢ a fantaftical amufement, without taking
¢¢ any fhare in them? Becaufe he is great,
¢¢ fhould he be weak, or unjuft, or barba-
¢ rous ? Becaufe men are little, ought they
¢« to be allowed either to be diflolute without
¢¢ punithment, or virtuous without reward?
« O God! if this is the character of your Su-
¢t preme Being ; if it is you whom we adore
¢< under fuch dreadful ideas; I can no longer
- & acknowledge you for my father, for my
) ¢ protector,
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<< protetor, for the comforter of my forrow,
<< the fupport of my weaknefs, the rewarder
<< of my fidelity. You would then be no
¢¢ more than an indolent and fantaftical ty-
<< rant, who facrifices mankind to his info-
“¢ lent vanity, and who has brought them out’
¢ of nothing, only to make them ferve for the
“¢ {port of his leifure, and of his caprice.”
When the general rules which determine the
merit and demerit of actions, come thus to
be regarded, as the laws of an All-powerful
Being, who watches over our condué, and
who, in a life to come, will reward the ob-
fervance, and punith the breach of them ;
‘they neceffarily acquire a new facrednefs from
this confideration. That our regard to the
will of the Deity, ought to be the fupreme
rule of our condu&, can be doubted of by no
body who believes his exiftence, The very
thought of difobedience appears to involve in
it the moft fthocking impropriety. How vain,
how abfurd would it be for man, either to
oppofe or to negle&t the commands that were
laid upon him by Infinite Wifdom, and Infi-
nite Power ! How unnatural, how impioufly
ungrateful not to reverence the precepts that
were prefcribed to him by the infinite good-
nefs of his Creator, even though no punifh-
ment was to follow their violation. The
fenfe of propriety too is here well fupported
by the ftrongeft motives of felf-intereft. The
idea that, however we may efcape the obfer-
vation of man, or be placed above the reach
of human punithment, yet we are always
R 3 - alling
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acting under the eye, and expofed to the pu-
nithment of God, the great avenger of injuf-
tice, is a motive capable of reftraining the

moft headftreng paflions, with thofe at leaft

who, by conftant refletion, have rendered it
familiar to them.

It is in this manner that religion enforces
the natural fenfe of duty : and hence it is, that
‘mankind are generally difpofed to place great
- confidence in the probity of thofe who feem

deeply impreffed with religious {entiments.
Such perfons, “they imagine, a¢t under an ad-
ditional tye, befides thofe which regulate the
condu& of other men. The regard to the
propriety of action as well as to reputation,
the regard to the applaufe of his own breaft,
as well as to that of others, are motives which
they fuppofe have the fame ipfluence over the
religious man, as over the man of the world.
~But the former lies under ancther reftraint,
and never alls deliberately but as in the pre-
‘fence of that Great Superior who is finally to
-recompenfe him according to his deeds. A
greater truft is repofed, upon this account, in
the regularity and exanefs of his condutt.
- And wherever the natural principles of reli-
“gion are not corrupted by the factious and
party zeal of fome worthlefs cabal ; wherever
- the firft duty which it requires, is to fulfilall
the obligations of morality ; wherever menare
not taught to regard frivolous obfervances, as
- more immediate duties of religion, than ads
~of juftice and beneficence ; and to imagine,
that by facrifices and ceremonies, and vain
' fupplications,



Chap.4. o DurTr. 247

fupplications, they can bargain with the Deity
for fraud, and perfidy, and violence, the
world undoubtedly judges right in this refpect,

and juftly places a double confidence in the
re@itude of the religious man’s behaviour.

CHAP. 1IV.

In what cafes the fenfe of duty ought to be the file
principle of our condué? ; and in what cafisit
ought to concur with other mutz'v"s

ELI G 10N affords fuch ftrong mo-

tives to the practice of virtue, and
guards us by fuch powerful reftraints from the
temptations of Vice, that many have been led
to fuppofe, that religious principles were the
fole laudable motives of action. We ought
neither, they faid, to reward from gratitude, -
nor punifh from refentment; we ought nei-
ther to protect the heiyi ioffuchs of our chil-
dren, nor afford fupport to the infirmitic: of
oour parents, from natural affeGtion. All af-
feGtions for particular objelts, ought to be ex-
tinguithed in our breaft, and one great affec-
tion take the place of all others, the love of
the Deity, the defire of rendering ourfelves
agreeable to him, and of directing our conduct
in every refpet according to his will. We
ought not to be grateful from gratitude, we
ought not to be charitable from humanity, we
ought not to be public-fpirited from the love
of our country, nor gencrous and juft from
R 4 the
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the love of mankind. The fole p{inciplc and

motive of our condué in the performance of"

all thofe different duties, ought to be a fenfe

that God has commanded us to perform them.

I t(hall not at prefent take time to examine
this opinion particularly ; I fhall only obferve,

. that we fhould not have expetted to have

found it entertained by any fe&, who profef-
fed themfelves of a religion in which, as it is
the firft precept to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, with all our foul, and with
all our ftrength, foitis the fecond to love our
neighbour as we love ourfelves ; and we love

“ourfelves furely for our own fakes, and not

merely becaufe we are commanded to do fo.
That the fenfe of duty fhould be the fole prin-
ciple of our condud, is no where the precept
of Chriftianity ; but that it thould be the rul-
ing and the governing one, as philofophy, and
as, indeed, common fenfe directs. It may be
a queftion, however, in what cafes our actions
ought to arife chiefly or entirely from a fenfe
of duty, or from a regard to general rules ;
and in what cafes fome other fentiment or af-
fection ought to concur, and have a principal
influence.

The decifion of this queftion, which can-

‘not, perhaps, be given with any very great

accuracy, will depend upon two different cir-
cumftances ; firft, upon the natural agreeable-
nefs or deformity of the fentiment or affection
which would prompt us to any action inde-
pendent of all regard to general rules; and
tecondly, upon the precifion and exaétnefs, }:51'
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the loofenefs and inaccuracy of the general
rules themfelves. '
1. Firft, I fay, it will depend upon the
natural agreeablenefs or deformity of the af-
fe&ion itfelf, how far our actions oughit to
arife from it, or entirely proceed from a re-
gard to the general rule. _
'All thofe graceful and admired acions, to
which the benevolent affections would prompt
us, ought to proceed as much from the paf-
fions themfelves, as from any regard to the
general rules of conduc. A benefactor thinks
himfelf but ill requited, if the perfon upon
whom he has beftowed his good offices, re-
pays them merely from a cold fenfe of duty,
and without any affetion to his perfon. A
hufband is diffatisfied with the moft obedient
wife, when he imagines her condué is ani-
mated by no other principle befides her regard
to what the relation fhe ftands in requires. -
Though a fon fhould fail in none of the of-
fices of filial duty, yet if he wants that affec-
tionate reverence which it fo well becomes him
to feel, the parent may juftly complain of his
indifference. Nor could a fon be quite fa-
tisfied with a parent who, though he per-
formed all the duties of his fituation, had no-
thing of that fatherly fondnefs which might
have been expected from him. With regard
to all fuch benevolent and focial affe&ions, it
is agreeable to fee the fenfe of duty employed
-rather to reftrain than to enliven them, rather
to hinder us from doing too much, than
to prompt us to do what we ought. It gives

us
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us pleafure to fee a father obliged to check
his own fondnefs, a friend obliged to fet
bounds to his natural generofity, a perfon
who has received a benefit, obliged to reftrain
the too fanguine gratitude of his own temper.
_ The contrary maxim takes place withregard
to the malevolent and unfocial paffions. We
ought to reward from the gratitude and ge-
nerofity of our own hearts, without any re-
lu&ance, and without being obliged to re-
fle&t how great the propriety of rewarding :
but we ought always to punith with reluc-
tance, and more from a fenfe of the propriety
of punithing, than from any favage difpofi-
tion to revenge. Nothing is more graceful
than the behaviour of the man who appears
to reflent the greateft injuries, more from a
fenfe that they deferve, and are the proper
objects of refentment, than from feeling him-
felf the furics of that difagreeable paffion;
who, like a judge, confiders only the general
rule, which determines what vengeance is
due for cach particular offence ; who, in
executing that rule, feels lefs for what him-
{elf has fuffered, than what the offender is
about to fuffer; who, though in wrath re-
members mercy, and is difpofed to interpret
- the rule in the moft gentle and favourable
manner, and to allow all the alleviations which
the moft candid humanity could, confiftently
with good fenfe, admit of.

As the felfith paffions, according to what
“has formerly been obferved, hold in other re-
fpets a fort of middle place, between the

focial
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focial and unfocial affetions, fo do they like-
wife in this. The purfuit of the cbjeéts of
private intereft, in all common, little and or-
dinary cafes, ought to flow rather from a
regard to the general rules which prelcribe
fuch condu&, than from any pafiion for the
objects themfelves ; but upon more impor-
tant and extraordinary occafions, we fhould
be aukward, infipid, and ungraceful, if the
objects themfelves did not appear to animate
us with a confiderable degree of paffion. To
be anxious, or to be laying a plot either to
gain or to fave a fingle fhiliing, would degrade
the moft vulgar tradefman in the opinion of
all his neighhours. Let his circumi{tances be
ever {o mean, no attention to any fuch fmall
matters, fer the fake of the things themfelves,
muit appear in his condu&. His fituation
‘may require the moft fevere ceconomy, and
the moft exa& affiduity : but each particular
exertion of that ceconomy and affiduity muft
proceed not fo much from a regard for that
particular faving or gain, as for the general
rule which to him prefcribes, with the ut-
moft rigour, fuch a tenor of condu¢t. His
. parfimony to-day muft not arife from a defire
- of the particular three-pence which he will
fave by 1t, nor his attendance in his thop from -
a paffion for the particular ten-pence which
he will acquire by it: both the one and the
other ought to proceed folely from a regard to
the general rule, which prefcribes, with the
moft unrelenting feverity, this plan of con-
duct to all perfons in his way of life. In this

' o confifts
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confifts the difference between the charader
of a mifer and that of a perfon of exac ceco-
nomy and affiduity. The one is anxious
about fmall matters for their own fake : the
other attends to them only in confequence of
the fcheme of life which he has laid down to
himfelf.

It is quite otherwife w1th regard to the
more extraordinary and important objects of
felf-intercft. A perfon appears mean-{pirited,
who does not purfue thefe with fome degree
of earneftnefs for their own fake. We thould
delpife a prince who was not anxious about
conquering or defending a province. We
thould have little refpect for a private gentle-
man who did not exert himfelf to gain an
eftate, or even a confiderable office, when
he could acquire them without either mean-
nefs or injuftice. A member of parliament
who fhews no keennefs about his own elec-
tion, is abandoned by his friends, as altoge-
ther unwor thy of their attachment. Even a
tradefman 'is thought a poor-fpirited fellow
among his ncighbours, who does not beftir
himfelf to get what they call an extraordinary
job, or fome uncommon advantage. This
fpirit and keennefs conftitutes the difference
between the man of enterprize and the man
of dull regularity. Thofe great objetts of
felf-intereft, of which the lofs of acqulﬁtlon
quite changes the rank of the perfon, are the
objects of the paffion properly called ambi-
tion ; a paffion, which when it keeps within
the bounds of prudence and juftice, is always

admired
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admired in the world, and has even fometimes
a certain ifregular greatnefs, which dazzles
the imagination, when it paffes the limits of
both thefe virtues, and is not only unjuft but
extravagant. Hence the general admiration
for Heroes and Conquerors, and even for
Statefmen, whofe projects have been ve
daring and extenfive, though altogether de-
void of juftice ; fuch as thofe of the Cardi-
nals of Richlieu and of Retz. The objeés
of avarice and ambition' differ only in their
greatnefs. A mifer is as furious about a half-
penny, as a man of ambition about the con-
queft of a kingdom.

II. Secondly, I fay, it will depend partly
upon the precifion and exa&nefs, or the loofe-
nefs and inaccuracy of the general rules them-
felves, how far our conduét ought to proceed
entirely from a regard to them.

The general rules of almoft all the virtues,
the general rules which determine what are
the offices of prudence, of charity, of gene-
rofity, of gratitude, of friendthip, are in many
refpects loofe and inaccurate, admit of many
exceptions, and require fo many modifica-
tions, that it is fcarce poffible to regulate our
condu& entirely by a regard to them. The
common proverbial maxims of prudence, be-
ing founded in univerfal experience, are per-
haps the beft general rules which can be given
about it. To affe®, however, a very ftrit
and literal adherence to them would evidently
be the moft abfurd and ridiculous pedantry.
Of all the virtues I have juft now mentioned,

gratitude
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gratitude is that, perhaps, of which the rules
are the moft precife, and admit of the feweft
exceptions. That as foon as we can we fhould
" make a return of equal, and if poffible of
fuperior value to the fervices we have received,
would feem to be a pretty plain rule, and one
which admitted of f{carce any exceptions.
Upon the moft fuperficial examination, how-
ever, this rule will appear to be in the higheft
degree loofe and inaccurate, and to admit of
ten thoufand exceptions. If your benefactor
attended you in your ficknefs, ought you to
‘attend him in his? or can you fulfil the obli-
ation of gratitude, by making a return of a
giﬁ’erent kind ? If you ought to attend him,
" how long ought you to attend him ? The
fame time which he attended you, or longer,
and how much longer? If your friend lent
ou money in your diftrefs, ought you to lend
zim money in his? How much ought
u to lend him? When ought you to lend
im ? Now, or to-morrow, or next month ?
And for how long a time ? It is evident, that
no general rule can be laid down, by which a
precife anfwer can, in all cafes, be given to
“any of thele queftions. The difference be-
tween his charaGer and yours, between his
“circumftances and yours, may be fuch, that
you may be perfe&tly grateful, and juftly re-
fufe to lend him a halfpenny : and, on the
contrary, you may be willing to lend, or
even to give him ten times the fum which he
“lent you, and yet juftly be accufed of the
- blackeft
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blackeft ingratitude, and of not having ful-
filled the hundredth part of the obligation you
lie under. As the duties of gratitude, how-
ever, are perhaps the moft facred of all thofe
which the beneficent virtues prefcribe to us, fo
the general rules which determine them are,
as I faid before, the moft accurate. Thofe
which alcertain the actions required by friend-
thip, humanity, hofpitality, generofity, are
ftill more vague and indeterminate.

There is, however, one virtue of which
the general rules determine: with the greateft
-exa&nels every external a&ion which it re-
quires. This virtue is juftice. The rules of
juftice are accurate in the higheft degree, and
admit of no exceptions of modifications, but
fuch as may be afcertained as accurately as
the rules themfclves, and which generally,
indeed, flow from the very fame principles
with them. If I owe a man ten pounds,
juftice requires that I fhould precifely pay
him ten pounds, either at the time agreed
-upon, or when he demands it. What I ought
- to perform, how much I ought to perform,
when and where I ought to perform it, the
whole nature and circumftances of the action
prefcribed, are all of them precifely fixt and
determined. Though it may be aukward and

edantic, therefore, to affe&t too ftri¢t an ad-

' f;erence to the common rules of prudence or
- generofity, there is no pedantry in fticking
faft by the rules of juftice. On the contrary,
the moft facred regard is due to them; and,
the actions which this virtue requires are ne-
- ver
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ver fo properly performed, as when the chief

motive for performing them is a reverential
and religious regard to thofe general rules
which require- them. In the pra&tice of the
other virtues, our condu& fhould rather be
dire¢ted by a certain idea of propriety, by a
certain tafte for a particular tenor of conduct,
than by any regard to a precife maxim or rule ;
and we fhould confider the end and founda-
tion of the rule, more than the rule itfelf.
But it is otherwife with regard to juftice :
the man who in that refines the leaft, and
.adheres with the moft obftinate ftedfaftnefs,
to the general rules themfelves, is the moft
,commendable, and the moft to be depended
upon. Though the end of the rules of juf-
tice be, to hinder us from hurting our neigh-
,bour, it may frequently be a crime to violate
them, though we could pretend, with fome
. pretext of reafon, -that this particular violation
could do no hurt. A man often becomes a
villain the moment he begins, even in his own
heart, to chicane in this manner. The mo-
.ment he thinks of departing from the moft

_ftaunch and pofitive adherence to what thofe
" inviolable precepts prefcribe to him, he is no
longer to be trufted, and no man can fay what
_degree of guilt he may not arrive at.- The
. thief imagines he does no evil, when he fteals
from the rich, what he fuppofes they may
eafily want, and what poflibly they may ne-
ver even know has been ftolen from them.
~The adulterer imagines he does no evil, when
he corrupts the wite of his friend, provided

he
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he covers his intrigue from the fufpicion of
the hufband, and does not difturb the peace
of the family. When once we begin to give
way to fuch refinements, there is no enor-
mity fo grofs of which we may not be capable.
The rules of juftice may be compared to
the rules of grammgr; the rules of the other
vistues, to the rules which criticks lay down
for the attainment of what is f{ublime and
elegant in compofition. The one, are pre<
cife, accurate, and indefpenfible. The other,
are loofe, vague, and indeterminate, and pre-
fent us rather with a general idea of the per-
feCtion we ought to aim at, than afford us any
certain and infallible directions for atquiring
it. A man may learn to write grammatically
- by rule, with the moft abfolute infallibility ;
and fo, perhaps, he may be taught to a&
juftly. But there are no rules whofe obfer-
vance will infallibly lead us to the attainment
of elegance or fublimity in writing, though
there are fome which may help us, in fome
meafure, to corret and afcertain the vague
ideas which we might otherwife have enter-
tained of thofe perfe@ions : and there are no
rules by the knowledge of which we can in-
fallibly be taught to a& upon all occafions
with prudence, with juft magnanimity, ot
proper beneficence. Though there are fome
which may enable us to corret and afcertain,
in feveral refpe@s, the imperfe&t ideas which
we might otherwife have entertained of thofe

yirtues. ‘
S ) I;
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- It may fometimes happen, that with the

moft ferious and earneft defire of acting fo as
to deferve approbation, we may miftake the
proper rules of condu&, and thus be ‘mifled
by that very principle which ought to direct
us. It is in vain to expe@, that in this cafe
mankind fhould entirely approve of our be-
haviour. They cannot enter into that. abfurd
idea of duty which influenced us, nor go
along” with any of the actions which follow
from it. There is flill, however, fomething
refpeCtable in the chara&er and behaviour of
one who is thus betrayed into vice, by a wrong
fenfe of duty, or by what is called an erro-
neous confcience. How fatally foever he may
be mifled by it, he is ftill, with the generous
and humane, more the objeét of commifera-
tion than of hatred or refentment. They la-
ment the weaknefs of human nature, which
expofes us to fuch unhappy delufions, even
while we are moft fincerely labouring after
perfection, and endeavouring to act according
to the beft principle which can poffibly dire@
us. Falfe nctions of religion are almoft the
only caufes which can occafion any very grofs
perverfion of our natural fentiments in this
way ; and that principle which gives the
greateft authority to the rules of duty, isalone
capable of diftorting our ideas of them in any
confiderable degree. In all other cafes com-
mon fenfe is fufficient to dire& us, if not to
the moft exquifite propriety of condud,..yet
to fomething which is not very far from-it;
and provided we are in earneft defirous to do
: well,
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well, our behaviour will always, upon the
whole, be praife-worthy. That to obey the
will of the Deity, is the firft rule of duty, all
men are agreed. But concerning the parti-
cular commandments which that will may
impofe upon us, they differ widely from one
another. In this, therefore, the greateft
mutual forbearance and toleration is due ;
and though the defence of fociety requires
that crimes fhould be punifhed, from what-
ever motives they proceed, yet a good man
will always punith them with relu@ance,
when they evidently proceed from falfe no-
tions of religious duty. He will never feel
againft thofe who commit thém that indigna-
tion which ‘he feels againft other criminals,
but will rather regret, and fometimes even
admire their unfortunate firmnefs and mag-
nanimity, at the very time that he punifhes
their crime. In the tragedy of Mahomet,
one of the fineft of Mr. Voltaire’s, it is well
reprefented, what ought to be our fentiments
for crimes which proceed from fuch motives.
In that tragedy, two young people of different
fexes, of the moft innocent and virtuous dif=
pofitions, and without any other weaknefs
except what endears them the more to us, a
mutual fondnefs for one another, are infti-
gated by the ftrongeft motives of a falfe reli-
gion, to commit a horrid murder, that thocks
all the principles of human nature : 4 vene-
rable old man, who had exprefled the moft
tender affection for them both, for whom,,

notwithftanding he was the avowed enemy of
S 2 - theif
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their religion, they had both coficeived the’
higheft reverence and efteem, and who was
in reality their father, though they did not
know him to be fuch, is pointed out to them
as a facrifice which Gocf had expreflly re-

uired at their hands, and they are commanda
ed to kill him. While they are about exe«
cuting this crime, they are tortured with al}
the agonies which can arife from the ftruggle
between the idea of the indifpenfiblenefs of .
religious duty on the one fide, and compaf~
fion, gratitude, reverence for the age, and
love for the humanity and virtue of the perfon
whom they are going to deftroy, on the other.
The reprefentation of this exhibits one of the
moft interefting, and perhaps the moft in-
ftructive fpe@acle that was ever introduced
upon any theatre. The fenfe of duty, how-
ever, at laft prevails over all the amiable weak-
nefles of human nature. ‘They execute the
erime impofed upon them ; but immediately
difcover their error, and the fraud which had
deceived them, and are diftra&ed with horror,
remorfe, and refentment. Such as are our
fentiments for the unhappy Seid and Pal-
mira, fuch ought we to feel for every perfon
who is in this manner mifled by religion,
when we are fure that it is really religion
which mifleads him, and not the pretence of
it, which is made a cover to fome of the worft
of human paffions. _

As a perfon may a& wrong by following
a wrong fenfe of duty, fo nature may fome-
times prevail, and lead him to a& right in

’ : oppofition:
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oppofition to it. We.cannot in this cafe be,
difpleafed to fee that motive prevail, which
we think ought to prevail, though the perfon
himfelf is fo weak as to think otherwife. As
his condu&, however, is the effet of weak-
nefs, not principle, we are far from beftow-
jng upon it any thing that approaches to com-
pleat approbation. A bigotted Roman Catho-
Yic, who, during the maffacre of St. Bartho-
lomew, had been fo overcome by compaffion,
as to fave fome unhappy proteftants, whom he
thought it his duty to deftroy, would not feem
to be entitled to that high applaufe which we
fthould have beftowed upon him, had he ex-
erted the fame generofity with compleat felf-
approbation. 'We might be pleafed with the
humanity of his temper, but we fhould ftill
regard him with a fort of pity which is alto-
gether inconfiftent with the admiration that
is due to perfe@ virtue. It is the fame cafe
with all the other paffions. We do not dif-
like to fee them exert themfelves properly,
even when a falfe notion of duty would. dire&t
the perfon to reftrain them. A very devout
Quaker, who ufon being ftruck upon one
cheek, inftead of turning up the other, fthould
fo far forget his literal interpretation of our
Saviour’s precept, as to beftow fome good
difcipline upon the brute that infulted him,
would not be difagreeable to us. We fhould
laugh and be diverted with his fpirit, and
rather like him the better for it. But we
thould by no means regard him with that re-
fpe@ and efteem which would fegm due to

" S 3 one
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one who, upon a like occafion, had aGed
properly, from a juft fenfe of what was pro-

er to be done. No ation can properly be
called virtuous, which is not accompanied
with the fentiment of felf-approbation.

PART
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PART IV.

Of the Errect of UriLiTY upon
the fentiment of approbation.

Confifting of éne_ SEcT1iON.

CHAP L

Of the beauty which the appearance of UTILITY :
beflows upon all the productions of art, and

of the extenfive influence of this fpecies of

beauty. :

T H A T utility is one of the principal
_ fources of beauty has been obferved
by every body, who has confidered with any’
attention what conftitutes the nature of beau-'
The conveniency of a houfe gives plea-

fure to the fpe@ator as well as its regularity,
and he is as much hurt when he obferves the
contrary defe®, as when he fees the corre-
fpondent windows of different forms, or the
door not placed exactly in the middle of the
building. That the fitnefs of any fyftem or
machine to produce the end for wi;ich it was
intended, beftows a certain propriety and
beauty upon the whole, and renders the very
S 4 thought
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thought and contemplation of it agreeable,
is fo very obvious that nobody has overlook~
ed it.

The caufe too, why utility pleafes, has of
late been affigned by an ingenious and agree-
able philofop%xer, who joins the greateft depth
of thought to the greateft elegance of expref-
fion, and poflefles the fingular and happy
talent of treating the abftrufeft fubjets not
only with the moft perfect perfpicuity, but
with the moft lively eloquence. The utility
of any obje, according to him, pleafes the
mafter by perpetually fuggefting to him the
pleafure or conveniency which it is fitted to
promote. Every time he looks at it, he is
put in mind of this pleafure ; and the object
in this manner becomes a fource of perpetual
fatisfation and enjoyment. The fpectator
enters by fympathy into the {entiments of
the mafter, and neceflarily views the object
under the fame agreeable afpet. When we
vifit the palaces of the great, we cannot hel
conceiving the fatisfaction we fhould enjoy if
we ourfelves were the mafters, and were pof-
fefled of fo much artful and ingenioufly con-
trived accommodation. A fimilar account is
given why the appearance of inconveniency .
thould render any object difagreeable both to
the owner and to the fpectator.

But that this fitnefs, this happy contri-
vance of any production of art, thould often
be more valued, than the very end for which
it was intended ; and that the exa& adjuft-
ment of the means for attaining any conve-

menCy
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niency or pleafute, fhould frequently be more
regarded, than that very conveniency or plea~
fure, in the attainment of which their whole
merit would feem to confift, has not, fo far
as I know, been yet taken notice of by any
body. That this however is very frequently
the cafe, may be obferved in 4 thoufand in-
ftances, both in the mott frivolous and in the.
oft important concerns of human life.
" When a perfon comes into his chamber,
and finds the chairs all ftanding in the middle
of the room, he is angry with his fervant,
and rather than fee them continue in that
diforder, perhaps takes the trouble himfelf to
fet them all in their places with their backs
to the wall, The whole propriety of this
new fituation arifes from its fuperior conve-
niency in leaving the floor free and difengag-
ed. To attain this conveniency he volunta-
rily puts himfelf to more trouble than all he
could have fuffered from the want of it ; fince
nothing was more eafy, than to have fet him-
felf down upon. one of them, which is pro-
bably what he does when his labour is over.
What he wanted therefore, it feems, iwas not
fo much this conveniency, as that arrange-
ment of things which promotesit. Yet it is
this conveniency which ultimately recom-
miends that arrangement, and beftows upon it
the whole of its propriety and beauty.

A watch, in the fame manner, that falls
behind above two minutes in a day, is de-
fpifed by one curious in watches. He fells it
-perhaps for a couple ‘of guineas, and pur-

chafes
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chafes another at fifty, which will not lofe
above a minute in a fortnight. The fole ufe
of watches however, is to tell us what o’clock
it is, and to hinder us from breaking any en-
gagement, or f{uffering any other inconveni-
ency by our ignorance in that particular point.
But the perfon fo nice with regard to this
machine, will not always be found either
more {crupuloufly punctual than other men,
or more anxioufly concerned upan any other
aceount, to know precifely what time of day
itis. What interefts him is not fo much the
attainment of this piece of knowledge, a$ the
perfection of the machine which ferves to at-
tain it. , o

How many people ruin themfclves by lay-
ing out money on trinkets of frivolous utility ?
What pleafes thefe lovers of toys is not fo
much the utility, as the aptnefs of the ma-
chines which are fitted to promote it. All
their pockets are ftuffed with little conve-
niencies. They contrive- new pockets, un-
known in the cloaths of other people, in order
to carry a greater number. They walk about
loaded with a multitude of baubles, in weight
and fometimes in value not inferior to an or~
dinary Jews-box, fome of which may fome-
times be of fome little ufe, but all of which
might at all times be very well {pared, and of
which the whole utility is certainly not worth
the fatigue of bearing the burden.
- Nor is it only with regard to fuch frivolous
objects that our conduct is influenced by this
principle ; it is often the fecret motive of thftte ,
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moft ferious and important purfuits of both
private and public life. E

The poor man’s fon, whom heaven in its
anger has vifited with ambition, when he be-
gins to look around him admires the condition
of the rich. He finds the cottage of his fa-
ther too fmall for his accommodation, and
fancies he thould be lodged more at his eafe
in a palace. He is difpleafed with being ob~
liged to walk a-foot, or to endure the fatigue
of riding on horfeback. He fees his fuperiors
carried about in machines, and imagines that
in one of thefe he could travel with lefs incon-
veniency. He feels himfelf naturally indo-
lent, and willing to ferve himfelf with his own
hands as little as poffible ; and judges, that a
numerous retinue of fervants would fave him
from a great deal of trouble. He thinks if
‘he had attained all thefe, he could fit ftill con-
tentedly, and be quiet, enjoying himfelf in
the thought of the happinefs and tranquillity
of his fituation. He is enchanted with the
diftant idea of this felicity. It appears in his
fancy like the life of fome fuperior rank of
beings, and, in order to arrive at it, he de-
votes himfelf for ever to the purfuit of wea